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of legislative institutions self-con-i
victed of failure.

Ail tlîis is bad, it rnay be said, but
there liave been moments ini the, bis-
tory of Eng-laud whien tie outlook
lias becîx as gloomy ; yet she bas put
forth lier wonderful. power of adap-
tation, of recovery, and bier affairs
have glot better agaiin. As instances
of thiis, the days of JohnI Mary and

* Chales 1, ay be citedl. Thiose,
Ilowever, wbo, rely 11pon1 these, as bis-

* torical paîralcis, are perliaps short-
* sigbited. At best these are but haif-

l)arallels, as ini cadi case t.be înaifcst
evii of tic tinies wvas easily traced to

* its cause. What inakes the 1 resent,
syrnptorns of IEngland's case so deplor-
able i.s, tliat tiiere seems no way of

z accounting for thei, excep)t by the
tlîeoi-y oi national decliiie. Eîigland
lias 1 iursuied nîainly a pacifie policy
since the Criniean War ; she lias hiad
few wars, noue- at ail in> Europe ; she
bas had the, benefit (if benietit itwere)
of the counsels of the Liberal or Pr-o-
gressive party. No pains have been
spared. ' What could have been donc
more to niy vineyard,' England nîighît
say, 1 thiat 1 bave îîot done it? Whîerc-

* fore, -wben 1 looked thxat it shîould
bring forth grapes, brouglit it forth
wild grapes?'

As the sulýject I have before ine
is ome greatly susceptible of vague-
îîe.ss, 1 pr-opose to subiit four prop)o-

î sitions, containing priziciples of the
truth of wliich I aux myself persuaded;

y to discuss. thein ini speciai relation to
>1 Engfland, and te conclude by briefly

intirnatiing- the îwobiem that EnglIand.
lias before ]iei- My propositions are:
Tîxat a nation like an individuai lias a
life of its own ; that it lias a distinct
cliaracter and functions, whiclî dcpend

A to agreat extcnt uipon its constitution,
culture, and powver-; tbat a nation
takes its rank in history from the due
discearge of its funictions, and its spir-
itual hife ceases wvhen its character
degenerates, and it abandons tîmeir
proper p)erformuance ; that its corporate
existence, Nvhich depends greatly upon

externat circumstances (as well as upon
its constitution and pow&r) înay out-
last its spirituial life. I wilI takie thiese
in tlîeir order.

1. A nation, I&e an individual, has a
life of ils ownm. Tlîat a nation cannot
last for ever would seern to be self-evi-
dent to any oie whio takes the trou-
blc to thiîîk about it. The first write-,
lîowever, wlîo clearly pointcd out tlhe
fact that, after lasting for a certain
tine, a nation begrixs to decline, was
Plato. Thle discussion occurs in the
eigith book of the 'Jiepubli.> Every
one knowvs that iPlato's 1 Republie'
starts witlî the idea of the analogy
betwcen the soul of mani and the
state. Tlie whlole is miost sugges-
tive, thîouglî the generalizations
dra'vn about the successive phases of
glovernrnents are only partially truc
of Gî-eek states, and have littie ap-
p)lication to modern tiimnes. The idea
of progress and doveloprnentinto sorne-
thing, ligbe-, whîich is fundainentai.
with thîe modern mmnd, w,"s unknown
to the Grecks hefore the era of Stoic-
ism. Athmena., the goddcss of wisdom,
sprungr fuilly developed froin the fore-
hiead of Zeus. Plato according]y starts
,vith. his ideal state, which lie cahls an
'Aristocraey, and as long ts this laststhe,
state remains unchanged. But decline
cornes after a tiixue. 'It is diflicuit,'
lie w-rites (p. 546), ' for a state, tbus
constituted, to be sliaken. But since
everything, that lias corne into, being
miust omie day perislî, even a systeux
like ours will flot endura for ail tinie,

*but mnust suflèr dissolution.' ITow
*this dissolution is te corne is a puzz7le
1to hîirn, and lic expiains it by a cele-
brated inatheuxiatical problern (thxe key
te vhîich bas; iot yet beexi discovcred).
By the way he suggests other mor'e
tanigible, thîcories. ' Not only the vege-
table, but also the animal kingdoin, is,
liable te alternations of fertiiity and
barrenness, mental and bodily ; and
tîmese alternations are coincident with
certain cyclical revohîtions, wbichi
vary in each case in lengthi according

Ito the length of life of the particular
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