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would be able to perform a great and n1oble work, for the Great Mlaster, for
many years. .A very successful minister in one of the large cities of the
Western States, in a Ic...r which I received from hini last ivinter said that
whilst attending one of our Theological Seminaries in Canada he wvas ashamed-
to tell people that he ivas well, for good heï.zZ/h had alnxost become synonymous-
with b/ockheo.d. It wvas a rare thing to find a hale student; and this lament-
able state of affairs he attributed largely to prizes.

Now the class of students above mentioned, possessed of bright intellects
yet feeble bodies, is as ambitious as any other, so that when prizes are
offered for coinpetition, they too, as well as others more rcbust, engage in the
struggÏle ; their mmid, however, is too active for the body, and soon the ner-
vous systemn becomes very feeble, examinations approach, and as they do
the excitement increases, the parties nerved by the hope of success press
forward. Examinations are over, resuits announced, 'Mr. A. is gold medal-
list or prize man, having carried everything before him. Convocation evening
arrives, he is just able to be present, his naie is called, see, he stands up
a shattered wreck, and receives his honors amidst the wild applause of the
assembly and Lhe hight, -t possible eulogiurns of the professors, notwithstand-
ir.g the fact that the cold hand of death has already severed almost every
cord of life that binds, the soul to the shattered wreck, and that death already
sIts, a hideous monster, enthroned upon his pale haggard brow. A few months
and his remains are born by sorrowing friends and consigned to the tomb.
A pal! of grief hangs for many a day around his alma mater. R{e receives
his laurels just in time to have thern engraved upon his tombstone. Surely
emapty honors, yes empty - and this is just on(c of the rnany evils, the legiti-
mate progeny of a base prize system. This is flot picturing somnething irn-
aginary. The names of sonie of the brightest intellects that ever passed
through any of our Canadian colleges, and who, thus terminated their career,
are stili fresh upon the memnory of sonie of us. We might narne them, but
did we do so, it would certainly rekindle feelings of the deepest sorrow in
the bosornq, both of professors and students of a sister college, for ail of whom-
we have the deepest respect. Certainly, this is an extrenie case, yet flot
single. And it is a very easy matter to point to many physical wrecks, whoý
are burdens, both to themselves and to the congregations that have been soý
iinfortunate as to eall them. A weak, sickly minister is a poor acquisition to
any cangregation.

Somne condemn and censure these for allowing their amnbition to carry theni
so far; certainly they are culpabie, but let u~s flot be too severe in our con-
demanation. It is not such an easy matter for those viho are ambitious and
are possessed of a superior ability to refrain from en-aging in thesestrugglIes.
for medals and prizes, since it is too true that a student is almost wholly
Judged, both in and out of College by this standard ; and if successful in this.


