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training free, or at a nomninal cost, so far as tees for lectures,
libraries, examinabions. etc., are concerned. Ib s xiob during
this part of thieir career, hiowever, thiat students experienco
the severest financial strugglc, but in their preparatory studies,
and, therefore, if aid is to be granted it should be at this stage.
The forai it should take deserves th-le most careful consider-
ation. My conviction is that our universities, so largely
indebted in inany ways to tbe churches, would greatly pro-
mote their own best.interests and render eminent service to
the country by either abolishing fees in Arts for ail students
ori making themn almost nominal, and exacbing them for oiily
strictly professional studies. This would gradually elevate
the general literary standing of the country, and render its
liest talent amnong ail classes available for the national good.
It cannot be doubted thaL business men, beachers, lawyers,
doctors, and ministers should receive sucli training as pre-
paratory to professional studies, and therefore every possible
obstacle to their pursuing this course should be taken out of
the way.

And yeb, iii relation to the gospel ministry, wlhat appears to
me to be a more serions niatter thanl any of those referred to
is the spiritual langor of the churches. This înanifcsts itself
in varlous vr.ys, and especially iii a low estiniate of the value
and efficacy of bbc gospel as an instrument for bbc bcbterinenb
of mcei in time and ini eterniby. Hence, persons claiming
superior intelligence are x'luctant to become its lieralds.
They (leenii secular c(IucatiQn, science, literature, art, and the
agencies of modern civilization and commerce greatly prefer-
able for the uplifting of our race. Thus unbelief touching
the gospel as " the power of God and bbc wîsdomi of God
unto salvation" unquestionably diininishes the nuinber of
those whio "ceount ail thirigs but loss for bbe excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus," and are ready to bear the cross
in makin knoîvn bis saving grace. Ib cannot be denied that
there is a widespread impression that prcaclîing is a poor
business. The rulingr conviction of many N that picty is
incoinpatible wvith tlbc exercise of bhe bighiesb business capa-
city, and that godliness is not profitable unto ail thinos.


