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place to other thoughts. Visions of hospitable
old gentlemen, fat, comfortable looking mam-
mas, and (I must confess it,) pretty, rose-lip-
ped daughters, began to arrange themsclvesin
my busy brain. At all cvents, I determined
to reconnoitre the cnemy’s camp. On reach-
ing the gate, I perceived a tali, well-formed
man walking on the lawn, accompanied by a
large, noble looking dog, who immediately
rushed towards me with a most suspicious
growl. His master followed, and having call-
ed oft the dog with a chiding voice, apologized
for the rude behaviour of his four-footed com-
panion. A desultory conversation followed,
during which, Iinformed my new acquaintance
of my name and profession, and hinted at my
frequent visits to his present domicil.  Al-
though reserved and almost stern in his man-
rers, there was something about this man that
attracted my cariosity, and in spite of myself,
excited my interest, and X accepted with plea-
surc his somewhat cold iavitation to repeat
my visits. I shall not detain you with the de-
tails of our increasing intimacy. I found him
always the same.  His featares, although cast
in the finest mould of manly beanty, were pal-
I:d and usually overeast wizh the deepest gloom.
He was perfectly well-informed, and his con-
versation was eminently pleasing, but at times
bitter and breathing a profound scorn of the
world and its denizens.  Somectimes he would
sit for hours plunzed in decp and apparently
painful thouzht. I never, however, ventured
10 question him on his past life, nor did he be-
tray the slightest wish to confide his sorrows
1o any onc. But, of all his singularitics, there
was onc which excited, mare than the rest, my
swrprise and cutiosity. Every daw, and pre-
cisely at the same hour, kis servant prodoced
apistol case, and Sturmvwald (for such was
the name, whether real orassumed, of my new
friend,) fired three shots, ncither more or less
1 have always been an amatent in pistol shoot-
ing, indeed in the army it becomes almost a
necessary accomplishruent, but never have 1
En0oWwa S0 UNATINg, 0 periect @ marksman as
Stirmwald. His bullets reached ther mark
with an obedienice to his wiil thatalmost seem-
«d the resnit of magic. * You woald prove a
farminable antagonist in an afizir of honoar,
wid T one doy, after witnessing a displavy of
his almost miraculons skill. Never can 1 for-
get the sudden and Singatar cffect produced on
his countenance by these words. His brow
became black as midnight, his lips ashy pale,
and quivering with passion, and retaramg bis
pistol u; the cast with a multered and anin-

telligible reply, he rushed into the house.—
When we met at dinner, an hour afterwards,
all traces of emotion had venished, nor did he
in any way during the evening aliuge fo the
circumstance, although he drank much more
wine than usual, and was (for bim,y extremely
sociable. Thus time passed on, and my inti-
macy with Sturmwsld almost ripened into
fricndship. X had frequently, but always in
vain, requested him to visit me at our quarters,
and aceept the hospitalities of our mess. On
these occasions; he nevzr failed to vent his
spleen against mankind. ‘I detest your false,
cold werld,” he would say, ‘what is it but a
ridiculous melange of knaves and fools? The
betrayers and the betrayed. X Y am sad,
some insane coxcomnb approaches me with an
emply jest, if inclined te cheerfulness, I pro-
bably meet the dolefel countenance of some
victim of fraud or treachery. No! to fhat I
prefer the society of my dog. YWhen I am
merry, he is but too happy to romp with me,
and when serious and thoughtful he sits and
watches me with a patient affcction, that dogs
only are capable of’ One day, however, he
yiclded 19 my repeated importunities, and half
carnest assurance that 1 could no Ionger grati-
fy my incli: ation t0 visit him, withont some
approach on his part o a reciprocity of social
intercourse, m.d premised to dine with me on
the following day. At the appointed hour,
Swrmwala made his appearance, and was so
agrecnble, that every one was much pleased
and interested in their new acquainiance. Baot
it was docreed that mauers were not 10 ter-
minate thus smoothly. A young cornet,
named L :»hen, who had Iately joined, 2 some-
wkat ignorant and headstrong vouth, and who,
during the cvening, had dank much more
wine than he conld discreelly carry, took it
upon himself 1o contradict some remark of
Surmwald, and st on foot 2 furious argu-
went.  The coldand somewhal contempluons
tearing of Sinrmiwald wrritated tho young cor
net o highly, that he made usc of langoage:
thay, (in our service, at leasy,) usually renders
ahostilemectinginevitable.  Anuncasysilenes
ensucd, when sommaning up his former caim-
ness, by a strong cifort, our guest took his
fcave. Ianumerable wore thereproachesheap-
cd on the lnckless ongin of this most disagree«
=ble interruption of the harmony of the cven-
ing, and nomcrous were ihe predictions that
on the morrow he would have the extreme
{elicity of being winged, at leass, even shoald
he be fortanate enough 10 cseape thus casily.
Oar young gentleman, howeves, was soileh



