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GHontributions, at the Frcsent lime, °li0i_ﬁ08 o good | Which wero born, not of pod, nor ! liwe words of Jesus to it as being Iike Selections.
S - | desl of (1!60}188!011., wo will give tho|of the will of the flesh, norjthe will| the wind that bloweth whero it histoth, | oo~ - I
Jobn III, 5th f“'u"?:'l consideration of it, a larger [of man, but of God.” In conclusion wo wonld ask, why Holy Land.

— . spaco then is convenient forthe Critic'a| It is ¢(Toated by God tipgh thejshould such ropeated efforts bo put} . . T
m;h;ol;f;'%?: lazk:hothl:“q&:?i\&“: CO;ner. . . agency of tho Holy Spirit &ting usjforth to avoid obedionco to a command Tlns:;o;l(:o eatth Tlo walked on;aot
Docs * water” in John 3td ohiapter, | n the [Grat place, a8 lh.o Savionr's 1o o novr li.fo: " That wbiclL born of | tho Saviour gave just before hie s.\sccml "That Asian country keeps tho sacred

auguage is metaphorical, it is csson- | tho Spirit ia spirit.” cd up on high, & command which tho stain

Gl verse, refer fo bspliem? To which
E, 8. roplies, ' Somo eritics say no.”
# Lot us rather understand,” say they,
v that the word *water’ I3 used
Bigurativoly to eignify tho ¢leansing in.
fluenco of the Spirit of God.”

I would suggeat that thoss critice
probably mean that sater is nsed to
signify the cleauring power of tho
Wonl when applied by the Spirit of
God. Jesus says to lHia disciplos,
* Now yo aro elean through the Word
whicl: I have spoken anto you.” And
Paul saye, * That Ho might eanectify
and cleauso it (tho chuzob) with the
washing of water by the Werd,” Aud
again, * Not by works of rightcousnces
which wo have done, but according to
Ilis morey Ilo aaved ue, by tho wash.
g of regeneration and renowal of the
Holy Ghost.”

Whater is ofton used in tho Old
Testament as a typo of the Gospel.
“Ho, every one that thirsteth, come
yo to tho waters ;" * I will pour water
upon him that is thirsty, aud floods
upon tho dry ground.” Nicodemus hud
10 doubt scrupule=sly attended to the
various And oft ropeated washings cu-
joined by tho Jowieh law; and it doee
not appear that he wae at all in doubt
as to his fitness for tho coming king.
dom; but one tlash of Divine light
roveals Lis foundation of sand. iis
heart a8 well as his body must be
washed with weter,

In his convertation with tho woman
of Samaria, Jesus sleo uees i water”
to illuetrato tho samo truth, Lut from
n different standpoiat,  ile wished this
Eoor woman to anderstand that the

lessing Lo would give her would bo
hko living water, both entisfsing and
unfailing.

Ia speaking of tho new birth the
apostles mako it to depend vpon the
united ageney of tho Word and Spirit,
Peter says, * Deing born again,, not of
corruptible sced, but of incorruptible
by the Word of God, which liveth and
abideth forever;” James says, *Of

v Hig own will begat Ho us with the
“Weord of Tiuth * and Panl, ** For in
Cheist Josus I have begolten you
through the Gospel” Jobn uscs the
oxpressions, * Boin of God,” * Be.
gotten of God,” but thoy both mean
precisely tho sawo thing,

Nicodemus had an opporlunily of
kunowing something abont *ihese
things,” or Jesus would oot Lavo ex.
pressed eurprise at his iguorance,
Thero are many passagos in tho Old
Tostament tlat clearly point to the
birth from above. *Then will I
spricklo clean water upon you and yo
eHalI bo clean; from all your filthi
vess and from all your idols will 1
cleanse sou ; & new heart also will I
give you, and & pow apirit will § put
within you ; and I will take away the
stooy heart out of your flech, and I
will give you a beart of flesh ; and I
will put My Spirit within you, and
causo you to walk in My etatutes, and
yo thall keep My judgmente, and do
them."—Lzek. xxxvi, 25, 26, 27. Tho

- Lord declareanlso by snother prophet,
v That Ho wounld pot His laws into
their mind, and wrto them i their
hiearts,” aud David prays, * Creato in
mo a clean heart, O God, and renow a
right spint within me.”

Baptism being & Now Testament
institution, Nicodemnus, as a master of
Isracl, could bave had no opportunity
of knowing naoything of its import.
Tudeed, of tho inspired writers, Panl
scems fo Lo the Grst, if not the only
ono, to grasp its real significance,
namely, the sywbol of a burial and
resurrection.

Tho fact that in tho oldest Gireok
text wo have, ¢ So is ¢every ono that ia
born of water and tho Spirit," should
bo sullicient in itself to seltlo tho ques.
tion, as when & pereon is baptised it is
postiblo to ascerlain, with absolute
certainty, both whenco Lie comes and
whither he goes. S.

Tho above is a Lkindly eriticiem
from a lady, on tho brief explanation
given of the raeaning of * water” in
tho passago undcr consideration in tho
Critics Corner of No. 6 of Tux Caxantan
Evarornisy.

As tho meavivg of the Seripture is

tially nccoesary, in order to under.
stand Lis meaning, ‘nat wo keop in
viow that the ohaugo neceseary to fit
& man for the Kingdom of God §a com.
pared to a natural bireh, sod to be
cautious neither to mix this motaphor
with others, nor *“to consider the re.
semblanco or analogy to exteud further,
{. ¢, to more particulars than it docs.”

This precaution would Lave saved
our eribie from the intreduotion of
several portions of tho Word of (God in
which the word ¢ water” oceurs,
whicl are totally irrelovant to illus.
trale or explain tho ueo of that word
in connection with regenoration,

What 4 marked distinction thore is
between *‘water” as a metaphor in
the quotations from Isaiab, and in tho
words addressed io tho woman of
Samarin and as usod in spenking lo
Nicodemus | What has the drinking of
water to do with birth ? Mow much it
has to do, in its figurative significance,
witl tho feco access to tho refreshing
and sativfying joys of the Holy Spirit,
Divino truth and of etornal lifo 1
Then.we havo o number of quotations
from both the Old and the Neer Testa-
weat, where cleansing by water is
figaratively uscd to indicato the neces-
sity of man’'s heart and character being
changed or cleansed by the Spirit of God
through the ageney of His Word and
ordinancce. Tho most of theas are, in
no way, any guide to tho exegeais of our
text unless wo discard the figuro of &
birth, .
Just hero it -will be well to ehow
that baptism is apalogically used by
tho inspired writers in the inculeaticn
of diffarent:trutha snd ta Vnetrata
differont facts,

Iu Romans and Colossians, the figuro
of a burial and a resurrection, In
Romans and Galatians, the believer is
said to Lo transferred into Christ by
baptism,

It appears to Lo referred to in
Ephesians, and Titus as a washing or
cleansing, while, if our view is correct,
in John il it is conpected with
regencration,

Trench says of Paliygmesio, tho
Greck word, translated regenoeration
in Titug, iii. 6, which ho justly con-
giders of tho same import ss the
anothen gennathanai of Jobn iii. 8,
“'This is one of tho mapdy words
which the Gospel found, and so to
speak, glorified ; enlarged the borders
of its meaning; lifted it up into a
higher spbere; mado it tho expression
of far decper thoughta, of far greater
trutha, than any of which it had been
tho vehiclo bofore.' Yet, votwith.
standing, ils uso boforo it was adopted
by Divino wisdom gives tho leading
import of tho trope. *

“Among tho Stoica tho word aet forth
the periodical renovation of tho carth
when brilding and blossoming in the
epring timo.

“ Cicero calle his restoration to bis
dignities and honors after his retarn
from oxile, 'hane palliggemesian nos-
tram!™

Tho reader will thus be cnabled to
sco that important end beneficial
changos ; rovival from wintry deathto
tho spriog lime of lifo and Leanty;
restoration from exilo to liberty and
epjoywment, wero figuratively act forth
in the new birtk, while ite uso in the
New Tcatament implios still greater and
more wonderful changes—from dark.
ness to light, {rom spirtual Jdeath to
spirtual life, frora tho servico of sin to
tho liderty and tho affcctions of the
childeen of God.

not only very importaut, that asit is,

which livoth aud abidoth.(N.V.)

faith. ¢ Whosoever belioves that
Jowna is the Christ is Legotten] God.”
A 'S

Our correrpondont says, “n speak.
ing of tho new birth the Apo.‘os mako
it to dopend upon the tuifl sgency
of the word and Spirit,” andto prove
Lho assertion, sho quotes tho:ceipturos
we have just given to proy it is by
the instrumentality of théword or
gospel, in not ono of swhichis it eaid
by tho vord aud Spirit.” '

Not to set asido or deny as} influonce
thet tho Lioly Spirit may efrt in con-
nection with tho work, wo fily desiro
thus to show that the work If tho Holy
Spirit and the power of tp truth bho
has mado known, aro not wmed as the
comploment of ono anothir, but aro
ueed intcrchangeably by Clrist and tho
Apostles. '

This sets asido any prhbability that
tho Saviour meant as stfgested in the
nbovo article, thal * Water is used
to signify tho oleansingjpower of the
Word, nhen applied byjthe Spirit of
God," which would b‘ge_quinlent to
Born of the Word and Spirit. And it
is Yrik and not cleansing that Lo is
speabing about.
oo ol urdivic e thuivD veatiae
view of tkess Divice words, wo give
another Seriptvro quoted by our
objeoter, ** That Lo might savetify and
clearso it {tlio Chureb) with tho warh-
ing of water by tho Word.” ‘Lo apply
her rulo of exegesis it wonld have to
mean with tho wasbing of the word by
the word,"”
To put it in plain words it is not
birth that gives being and life to the
child, but only a chango of state ; itis
not baptism that im)arta a spiritual
life to tho child of God, but the Ioly
Spirit end baptism {s ouly n birth or
chango of state from the world to the
Church of Christ, in ordor to develop
and novrish unto eternal lifo in the
Kingdom of Godt.
This view requires no strainiog or
forced interprotation of tho metaphor
used by the Great Teacher, and com.
poris with the other passages whero tho
sawno figura is used,
If it bo urged that tLis application of
tho Scripture altaches oo much iw.
portauco to baptism, wo ecan casly
ehow from tho indisputable authority
of inspiration that baptisra is decared
to bo a resurrcction to anosw life whickh
itplics a8 great achiango as a now birth.
Petor, apeaking as the Spirit gave
hiru utterance, oxprogsly stated that it
was for tho remission of sine. In all
cater, howover, whother as a birth, a
resurrection or for the romission of
girs, it is of no avail, ouly a mockery
or an abortion, unless tho subjeet of
tho holy otdinanto bo a truo leliever
in Christ, and made willing to obey
Him through love and confidence,
In regard to the obeorvation upon tho
rendering of verso 8, “So is overy
ono that is born of water and tho
Spitit,” wo only need observo that the
water must bavo made it unthink.
ingly, for sho must know that no one
for & moment ever could conceive that
baptism was tho wholo proccss of

This great changois effected by God

Tho agoney of the HolBpirit in | carly Christians obeyod at onco “glad.
thie groat removation is thugh thely 2" or, why should others who, them.
instrumeontability of tho VWd. ' Of | sclves, havo thus obeyed Chiist, bo
11is own will begat Ho us ttho Word | seoking to oxtenuate the disobedicnce
of trith.™ * [lavivg boen bften again of othore, and to excure tho folly of
not of corruptablo sced, bf of incor: {those who have changed this eacred
ruptiblo throngh tho wof of God,|institution of Ileaven ?
rather in faithfnl allegiance to Him

Tho influenco of that drk (which |that loved us and gave Himself for us,
is quick and poworful) updour epirits | show our reciprocating love by keeping
to effect tho ronowal is fough our {and honoring all his commandmente ?
I3, Surrrano.

That Last Word.

Mg Epiros,—Your Hhlisburg cor-
rospondont scema {0 bo in ant unsettled
state of mind. Ho is pot salisfied
with **tLat Jast word ” published some
months ago, a8 ho has twico returned
to the attack under cover of Liis letters

to tho Iditor. 1lo ecems to aliach

*Tis not alono tho far Julean plain,

Mountain, aund river! Lol the sun

that sliono

On Him shines now on us; when day
is gono

The moon of Galiles comes forth
agsin

And lights our path ns Hia; an end-
1(s3 chain

Of yoars and sorrows make the round

world one,

Tho air wo breathe He breathed, the
very air

That took the mold and musio of
His high

And godliko speech. Sinco thonshall
morlal dare

With baso thought front tho ever.
sacred sky,

Soil with foul deed the ground whereon

Ho Iaid

In lioly death Hin pale, immortal head ?

w=Itichard Watson Qitder,

p——

Free From Righteousness.

vastly more importance to knowing
exactly fiow many Daptiats and Disei.
ples thero aro than tho clear under-
standing of a principle. 1{ad he raet
tho union propesition in tho spirit of
union, ho would bave appeared to a
better advantage in the Evavorrisr
than bo has.  No doubt all tho other
readers of wy letter, published origin:
ally in the Globe, eaw clearly tho point
in questiop, that it was to show tho
groning greatnesa of tho two people,
and the moral force they woulld have
by Lecoming one. Yet ho peraista in
socing only an iclent Lo misrepresont
vumbers to tho disparagement of tho
Baptiste, In his Jast insinuations ho
wmakes me eay thoe Baptiats number
only two and a-half millions and the

Disciples one, million. I refer him to
wy letter to” teo that this is not my

statement, I azid tho Baptists num.
ber two willions and a-half (not only)
aod the Disciples about one million,
giving, as I belioved, tho approximate
numbers {o illustrato my argument.
It wnatters not to mo in this convection
Low wany thero are of uas all together,
20 that in tho epirit of Christ wo seck
for a Scnplural graund of nnion. A
dignified ivquiry into differences and
agreements might bo profitablo, if done
iu & #pirit of fraternal confidence, but
ungonerous suspicions and personall.
tics aro neither desizablo nor profitable.
Tho gentleman has not told ne on
what grounds Lo exeludes other im-
mersionists from the Table, whotber
thoy aro not of the Church of Christ,
or whothor they arc uot Baptists ; and
why Disciplea are considered regen-
erato when individually any of them
aro willing to join tho Baptists, and
not regencrato when they wish to con.
sider Seriptural grounds of union.
J. R. Garr,

Failure, after long perseverance, is
wmuch grander than never having a
striving good cnough to bos called a
failure.—George Eliot,

For when yo were the servants of oin ye were
freo from righteousness,  Rum, v[.720,

Perhaps there is not a stravgo an-
omaly in the Biblo than the ¢xpression
“freo from rightcousnese.” JIlow can
anyone bo at liberty to do wrong and
bo freo trom right doing ?  An outlaw
may engaga in overy ¢rimo within his
reach, but he is not Ireo but a fugitive
from justico. Wo can scarcely meot
» man who will affirm that hos freo
toivjure others whenever ho has the
opportunity, but thoapostlo 2aye, ** Yo
were freo from righteouaness.”
Tho word of God often cddresses
mon according to their own catimation
of themselves, and roaszons from what
they assumo as trno to convinceo them
of thoir errors by their own admission.
Whon thie Piiarisces and Scribes mur.
mured,at Jesus for eating with sinners
aud giving so litile attention to them,
who in their own opinic.: were so right-
cous, Ifo mes thom on their own
Ho told them that when ono
of them lost a cheep Lo would lcave
all tho rest and hunt forit, and would
tejuico more when ho found it than
ovor all the rest that went not astray.
“So,” gaid Josus, thezo is more joy
among the angels over one of theso
lost sinnera wnen bio is fonnd than over
pinety and nice of yon rightoous
persons who went not aetray.” By this
means 1o showed thom their error and
deep dopzavity in blaming Iim for
secking Jost sionces, and desiring o
Mossiah Jike themseclves, who cared
¢0 wmuch less for lost souls than thoy
did for lost sboep (Luko xv.).

In this placo tho apostlo describes
tho stato of his brethren beforo their
conversion to Christ.
sin sud tho sorvants of sin. They
could not gerve Lwo masters,
to servoe ein they wero freo from right-
eonenoss, At their conversiou they
changed masters. They gavo
sin and becamo servants of God. Both
in those days and now men who aro
servants of ain declaro openly that

They were in

If bound

ONLY A BISTER.
“ My sister and I oach dried a bottlo
of Burdock Dlood Bitters with great
succoss for bilious headache.
recommend it to all as o speeific for

We

Christ did not spend His life in try. | thoy ave free from righteousnese, Not

ing not to do wrong. o was too {uli
of 1o carnest lovo and longing to do
l'igllt: tv do His Fathers willl— Wrong the Son of Qod though He has
DLillips Irooks,

Sunlight through a red glaes bo-
cormes roac-colored light; through a
blae one, indigo, God, manifested in
a aweet, sympathizig, magnanimous
disposition, beccomsa to thoso in con.
tact with ns a Joving Father,

that they aro at liberty 1o wrong their
followmon, but they aro at liberty to

givon Himselfl to eava them. Ask an
unconverted man tho following quea.
tioun and he will give about tho
following answers :
“ Do you go to hear the Gospol ?”
“I go sometimes wheu conveniont
and somotimes I do not. I awm free to
go or not I dou't profess (o bo a
Chiristian,”
e 1t not right to go always when
it is possiblo " '
“O yers;bul I am freo as I amnot
a Christian,”

Miss Carrig ScuLRER,

regeneration, and thas apply the eub.

Baden, Ont

“Do yon assist in paying tho
expenses of the Lord's canso 9"




