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VANGELIST,

slow crawi these leagthened moments of thine,
How sadly stow goes th- staid old man,

But he bas not changed since the world began,
e does not change, but in after years,

When he mingles our cup of joy and tears,

And duties are many, and pleasures are fleet,
And the way atows rough ‘neath our tited feet,
When the day Is too short for {1 crowd of cares,
And at night surpnses us unawares,

We do not wish 1o hurry his feet,

But find has going all too fleet,

Al baby nane, some future day,

You will thir sw that rusted hey away

And to Phoebus' car will madly cling,

As it whirls along, like a winged thing,

And wonder how, years and years ago,

You could have ever thought that time was slow,

—=The Current,

ORIGTNAL,

to Ius penitent enemics, for as the glory of God
announced to Moses was, *“The Lord, the Lord
God. merciful and gracious, long suffering and
abundant 1n goodness and truth, keeping mercy
forthousands, forgiving iniquity, transgressionand
sin.” 8o also Christ was glorified. by the Holy
Spirit announcing pardon by the agency of hum
who spoke as the Spirit gave him utterance,
“ Repent and be baplized every one of you in the
nawme of Fesus Christ for the remission of sins,
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit  1f
this is not the deliverance of Christ’'s message to
penitent sinners, “once for alf where, in the
whole scheme of “the faith,” can we find any
thing that is?  Full well we know that it is un-
popular with the great majority of the professed
followers of Christ, and to quote it in a *“union”
revival meeting would be decmed unchristian

“ONCE FOR ALL.

—

; Jude, verse 3, N. V.
& 420 contend for the faitk once for all delivered

fflo thesaints”  Divine words, few in number, but
H2Xerich iu meaning. If rightly.understood, and duly

obeyed, these words would’ put an cnd to all

K »;k\‘f’ Cl\urcli. Do we desire to know what the true
sk ddinith is? St Jude here tells us—that swkich 1eas
$EeEonce, and once for all, delivered (o the saints,

gtt‘hnt is new is false” [Casaubon]. Now whileali
M this is strictly truc and appropriate in regard to
Frthe innovations of Roman Catholicisy, it is
f‘equ:\lly appropriate for the condemnation of
severy innovation of Protestant. Scctarianism.
?l‘hesc words written by the great scholar of
% Geneva.- three hundred years ago contain the
.germs of the great principles which we, as a
; people, are contending for in the present century
~-a full refurn to the faith *once for all” de-
livered to the saints, i order to put an end to
all divisions and controversivs, :

Of course the word “faith” is used here ob-
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delivered by God through the ministry of inspired
: ‘;apostlcs for the cnlightenment and salvation of
. our race—* Which aie now reported unto you
% . by them that have preached the gospel unto you
21 with the Holy Spirit sent down from heaven.”
QF And is it not marvellous that any man professing
to be guided vy the Hor* Scriptures, professing
to-contend for the faith of the gospel, should
omit the answer given, by the apostle who wrote
these words, to enqui-ing sinners when anxiously
secking to know what they shall do to obey and
honor the Saviour?

This omission of a sacred duty was made
récently by a preacher of great popularity at a
union revival mecting in this locality. Ile
quoted the words of the convicted Jews, “What
shall we do?” but had not the faithfulness or
courage to give Peter's answer, or perhaps for
the reason that he was about to tell the convicted
of his hearers to do somcthing entirely different.
Was Peter’s language delivered by direct and
unmistakable inspiration of the Holy Spirit,
“Once for all#” 1f, as a German writer justly
says, “ Onee for all, so that it continues thus for
ever, that it is liable to no changes and that no
new revelation is to be looked for"—~how dare
‘men who i)osc as the servants of Christ omit the
Divine teachings and apostolic sanctions, and
presumptuously supersede what Christ ha's comn-
manded, by their own tmditions, teaching for
. doctrines the commandments of menll We

or more distinctly. designated by ]Icav?n for t!ic
. delivery, *once forall,” of the faith which Christ

know of noappointment more solemnlyauspicious

and ungentlemanly, even if given without a single
word of comment.  With a heavy heart we write
these last words, for it would be a source of un-
speakable pleasure to unite in every effoit to
make knoin the unscarchable riches of Christ,
to Jead sinners to repentance, to stem the swells
ing tide of infidelity, to make society better and
happier, and to enjoy more Jatgely reciprocaring
love and confidence; but it is forbidden by
loyalty to Christ, by faithfulness to his command-
ments, and by a determination to heed, without
any compromise, the words of Jude, * Beloved,
while 1 was giving all diligence to write unto you
of our common salvation, I was constrained to
write unto you, exhorting you to contend carnest-
ly for the faith which was orice for all delivered
unto the saints” N, V,
E. SHEPPARD.

Ridgetown.

St ¥ 3 A Gt sty
BIBLE READING.

It is a fact wuch to be deplored, that among
the people who profess to be disciples of the
great Teacher there prevails a dearth of careful
and prayerful study of the Holy Oracles,  Paul
told ‘Fimothy ** To study 10 show himselfapprov.
ed unte Gol”  Jesus himself said ** Zerrs of
me.”  With these strong and authonative in.
junctions betore us, we should calmly and con-
siderately ask ourselves the question, am I doing
my daty: to my never-dying soul in- supplying it
with that food, which it requires from the life
giving word of God? Are we saying with Paul
“'Though our outward man perish, our inward
wan (the soul) is renewed day by day.”  Let uz
contrast this matter, how often do we as a rule
zupply the outward man (the body) with food?
Why daily, of course; very well, if we attend to
the physical wants that often, oh | how absolutely
necessary that we obtain food for that soul within
us, which is of more value than the world with
all its riches and splendor.  We read that the
Bereans “searched the Scriptures daily” to learn
the truth, a grand “example for the followers of
the Lord Jesus Christ toxtay. A daily reading
of some portions of Scriptuze should be followed
by alt truth seekers, not Jess than a chapter
morning and evening, and by this course some
730 chapters are read in one year; and of this
rest assured dear brethren that God’s blessing
will most decidedly follow those so engaged, Ilis
word will be sweeter than honcy or the honey-
comb to them ; with heaven-at last to all who
not only read but walk accordingly.

Euphrasia, Nov. 1.4th, 1887.
—e——l} =P § € D —————
CHINA LETTER.
IHE DI DSANG FESTIVAL.
The 14th, 15th and 16th of Septemberawere
the great days of the Di Dsang Puh Sah Festval,
Di Dsang was Prince of Siam and from 4 child

<

to the shrine which is only a short walk from
our house, They take with them bundles of
incense and rest occasionatly along the road in
tea nouses, which are decorated with flowers and
pivures 3 opposite the dror there is a picture of
Di Dsang, before which devotees prostrate them.
selves, while the less serious minded drink tea,.
cat fruit, melon sceds, cic, and play cards,
dominos, and gamble,

As the visitor passes on he sces stages erected
on which actors (men and women) are playing
and singing. At the hill on which is the shrine
the crowd is dense and beggars plentiful. “'he
visitor climbs the brick path leading up to the
temple, which is a plain affair, enters with the
crond, and bides his tum to offer incense and
prostrate himself before the mean-looking, mud-
modelled, paint-bedaubed idol. The temple is
suffocating with the fumes of burning incensé,
Servants of the temple are busy carrying-away
the halfburned incense to make room for that
freshly offered.  ‘T'he priests are actively engaged
directing the ceremonies and receiving the offer-
ings of money and provisions.

Only a small portion: of the people are-in
carnest in this matter; the others, if you ask
them, say they are only out for pleastire.  Some,
however, are really sincere and going to the
temple to pray for near relatives- slowly pass
along the road taking one step and then a
prostration, or two, three, four or more steps
between cach prostration, according to their vow.
For-most of the crowd it is a day of pleasure
and they have no more regard for the god than
boys at home have for the Queen when they
shoot off firecrackers on her binbday, 1
went into a tea house and préached the gospel,
and spoke against their idols of wood and mud
witheut causing any offence.  Indeed they seem-
edquits indifferent. 1 tried to self some portions
of Scriptire near the shrine, but the crond was
too dense, and some roughs snatched the few
books 1 had in my band from- e, not in rage
howgver, but just in sport. I desisted, and came
away fecling that on the day of a heathen festival
the hearts of the peopi2 are not seriously enough
inclined to listen to religious truth, Eating,
drinking, gambling, cte, arc.the order of the
day. *“The people sat down-to catand drink
and rose up to play”

V. B, Mackun.

Nankin, Sept. 28th, 1887,
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NEW YEAR'S CUSTOMS.

Friend! Where are you going? Oh! just
going to the southern -part of the city to buy a
few things. Arc your New Years affairs all
arranged? How can that be? Our rule here,
New Year's time baving arrived, every one must
buy a few of the necessary things, which you eall
responding to the castom. That rich man is
eatravagant killing pigs,sheep, settingout lanterns,
hanging out festoons, and inviting friends to
rejoice with bim. Gongs and drums make a
great din.  ‘That poor man only wants to pay all
his debts and adorn bimsclf and family with a
few catra clean and untern cotton clothes, not
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4 ’;; @@ ﬁZVEF. hasd finished, than that made by the Saviour for ! believed in Buddha  He left lus throne and | the houschold hight candics, bum i anse and
- p o L _{he duciples o tany at Jerusalem until they “ cauntry and came to Ching, entered a munastery | before the kitchen stove bow wah head to flour,
oS WINDING 1P TIME T i were endued with power from on high; not to ' not tar from Wuhy, and fisty or sixty miles from { "There is an excavation w the brick stove which
S N ’ attempt the execution of the great commission | Mankin, and died and entered into Buddhastup, | is the shrine and i shich is an mag. of the
W 5; A wee brawe maic an the door seps sat, l{"Ul they wure fully dluminated by the Ho!y*zmd '« now worshipped as a Puh Sah or Budd. [ god pamted on paper, but no wood-canved ur
AR Her nmail face bl 'neuh 2 wide brimmed hat, Spinit and had the wuraculous power of tongues | hist god. s business is to protect or act as | mud-modelied one  Av the sides ot the shrine
. ;; ;}h‘;’;’;:’l":‘:‘:‘h“:ﬂ":;t:::;y ‘-:s;e . given unto them, in order that all men should afh'ocatc for souls going down lo Purgatory, | are pasted paper strips on which are characters
! ;,‘ o \What are 1o g, ;"'ﬂ‘l yYo :ey; know i after generations that what was spoken | For a month bcff-rc ihe main days of the festizal | meanig he (the god) ascends to heaven to an,
'r,""ﬁ%‘i Flaylng 10 ume * 1 subed in fon, and done that day was most assuredly by Divine | beggars were lying or settling along the patis | nounce men’s good deeds and rciurns to carth
" 2 Large and wuse were the soft, dark eyea gwdance, that then the Spirit took of the deep | leading to the shrine to allow worslippers altoprotectand g =t peace, Wellt What menth
L 4 Lifted to mine in great sarprise, things of Christ and showed them unto his caints; | chance to gain a little merit by giving therr afisit? Itisnc the twelfth month m commion
. A? * I'se winding up to make him go, that then Christ was glorified, not only by the | little money. When the feast is fully started | parlance “Lah Yueh” or sacrificil, also “happy
wkte Yor he's 30 dreadiul poby and slow.” attestation that he was made both Lord and | streams of people, mainly woren, many of them | and peaceful month,” “The end of the month is

Bl Waiding up ume ? Ah, baby mine, Christ, but also glorified in the offer of pardon | well-dressed and intelligent looking, pass along | called the “3oth evening” (N. 7 Year's Eve).

The merchants on the streets and in the markets
who have constantly sold on credit, at the end of
the year Gesire to settle accounts. A few days be-
fore the end of the year those who have money
immediately pay up and the account is suruck
off. Those who are slippery st to borrowing
here and paying there, they have not the moncy
carly and compel the accounts to be discounted,
the business men not being able to abuse them
ot the *3oth evening.”  Accounts are collected
fronr the dismissing the kitchen god up to the
New Year's Eve.  On the 3oth evening crowds
are on the streets carrying torches and lanterns
and finishing up the accounts; usually very fow
people on the streets at night.  Besides the col-
lecting of accounts, rich people have their servants
on the streets secretly giving the poor tickets
which are orders for rice. Some others who
have not changed the scrolls at the doors for new
ones are doing 50 now.  Above the door arc be-
ing carved and scolloped red and yellow papers
with the character fu4, bappiness, in gilt paper
attached. *I'he.portico is also swept o welcome
expected visitors,  “The serolls at the door have
lucky and congratulatory words, but some have
not time to trouble with these and werely buy a
pair of door gods painted on paper ad paste’
them on the door. 'That isall right.so far, but
what do you do on New Year's Eve? " The 36th |
eve they call edu siZ or deduct eve, and (he
people lighting candles, incense aud burning
paper money, place catables before the ancestral
shrine, and large and small bow with head to
floor anid worship. ‘They call this worshiy,
“Durn the bundic”, from the huming of paper
money to supply their ancestors with moncy to
use.  After this ceremony they place a large fron
or copper fire dish in the middie of the floor and
build in it a little frame work, heap of charcaal,
and. light it. This they call “cage fire” oc
“lacky fiee”” "The family rejeicing acscrable to-
geiher and after supper chat away, net one
stegping, watching the fire.  This §s called trans.
Iating freely watching “old year o, Bew.year
in.”  Wheu the motn begins to bieak the pater-
familias opens the front door and if he.meets
the zight and left neighbors, ays, “Gung bi,
Gung hi,” “Wish you a happy New Year”
‘They call it the “first morning,” and men and
boys consult the almanac and in whatever diree-
tion the lucky god is, go that way to make calls,
wearing fine clothes, fur if possible. Some go
in Sedan chairs, some on hotres, wules and
donkeys, the servants following bed<ing the cards,
Visitors enter and to an elder bow with heau to
floor, to an equal in age bow and clasping their
own hands nove them up and down.  Afer-
wards they sit and a servant brings in tea and

places the fruit box on the table, saying, “ Happy
New Year, sir,” and the visitor says, “Sante to
you.” ‘Then mine host opens the fiuit bux and
passes it and the tea around. ‘The visitor ity
and cats melon and squash sceds amd converses
using but.Jucky and congratulatory expressions,
nierchants inquiting about the profits of the year,
etc. ‘The viswtor then leaves, after placipg a fow
cash wrapped up in red paper for the senat,
‘Thig is called “wish you luck paredl.” If the
master of the house is not at home and it is not

N

. . . ., 1 the house of a relative, the wife (not wistress) . .
being able to afford satins and silks. 1f moncy | 4are ot appear, but weard is left, Visitng fasts N 25
is plentiful he buys extra eatables, but if searee | four, five or more days. "Phe official Lusin !,
he ought to be and is saving.  This sout of man | stopped and all stores-closed and the offick .

W. J. CannN.  }is compared with the rich deficient, but with the \'}S;t cacll‘l?ﬂ‘\{cn % hertl:‘xls a %cl:l:\".‘l {'IS“\:‘:‘ .
cery enty. Justso! Iwould askyou | Fight on uill the tsth, which is the grat day o :
‘_L;r) 1o 0; !‘ms plz.!.x\)' ‘_Iru.tso T I \obldl'xskz u the feast, and all is over by the 18th. ‘This feavt L
what is the meaning of firing off numberless fire- |10 capod the Jantern festival, and on the streais i
crackers at front and back doors, in the streets § are sleight-ofhand actors, playing monkeys, the- 1
ang alleys, all of last.night. That is dismissing | atricals, balancing of poles and ladders, Jantcrps - i
Ds:o Ye, the kitchen god, to teport to Shang ti | of :’l‘“ k'“dsic tops, toys ;;:d ﬁm"ff‘ 3-&‘;“, tot thr gi

. AT . f Ay at X ypr : 4}
the God of-heaven. According to our Chingse | children. Common tatk says, “at the n il &
dtchen =od 3 1 the | of the month cvery body sceks eap i
custom the kitchen god is the god of -t he house | “ppic i about: the-greatest feast in ity December K
from the palace to the hut. O the ariival of | 1¢ believed New Year's calling (;-\.s a‘unl. Mis. John !
the 23rd and-z.4th of- the last month, at evening Fthroughithe Dutchrwho ggreids Maleolm €, Camp. !
3, : + ¢ Rl 8 8 %Qnd Robina Munro, L . 4; )
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