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For niany years it bais scenied a settled
fact that St. Patrick was a native of France,
though many Scotchmcen daimii the great
apostic as a feillow-cou itrynian. But ilow
conies the Rýcv. Albert B3arry, C. SS. R.,
with an able article in th Uirish .Ecc/esias-
lical Record iii whici lie iaintains that St.
Patrick wvas a native of North Wales. 'l'lie
Sainît's fa-tlher, Caîphurnus, the gified
wvriter, attenl)ts to prove, held a' highi
office lu the Brito-Ronian city of Caer-
Legion or Cacricon, on the Dcc, tic
modern Chester. Like the other niagis-
trates and civil rulers of that city, lie
possessed a country villa, and F7ather
Barry concludes that this villa must have
been iii the Vale of the Clwyd, where,
according to ancient Irishi writers, Saint
Patrick %ias bora. The VaIC of the
Clwyd is, it is true, miany miles froni
Chester, but la those days, observes the
mev. gentleman, " %ell-trained stecds boré
meni to and fr0 upoii Uic splendid Romian
road." Father Barry's contention, whether
it bc acceptcd or rcjected, mîust excite
wide-spre.ad interest.

Th'e follow;.in clipped froin the New
York Lcdger wvil! bu of interest to ail
geological students. At a receni, meeting 
of the Anicrican Association for the
Advaricenient of Science, lu ïMadison,
Wisconsin, an interesting palier on " The
Age of the Earth " 'vas read by Professor
C. 1). Wa.,lcott, of WVashington. lie places
the age of tlie carth at about 45,0oo.,)0
years, dividing the pcriods of geological
lime as follows:

Cenozaic (including- Illeis-
tocenie) about....

Mesolyoic........
l'alcomoic ..............
Alzgonkian ..............

2,900,000
7,'240,000

171500,000
1 7,5003000

Total tinie of sedimientary
rocks..........45,140,000

While ibis estiniate is Iess than that
niade by niany -authorities, it is flot so lowv
as that niade by several. WVinchell paced
Uic a.ge of tbe %world ut about 25,000,000
years; I.yeIl iade it 240,000,000; 1)ar-
wviu, lu a general wvay, phu-,ccd it at 200,-
ooo,ooo; Geikle ai 7-,oooooo. Other
cstiiates rangne fr.,r-n i oo,ooo,ooo ta 6oo,-
000,000 years. At tbe rate af the deposit

OWvl.

ln the ocean to-day, it would require, lie
calculates, 1,200,000 years to deî>osit the
6,ooo feet of limiestone, wbiclh cover an
area Of 400,000 square miles on the plat-
mnus of Utabi and Nevad,,a, that were
foriinerly sea-bottoi. 'lli sandstoncs iii
the sanie megion and shales are 15,ooo
feet thick, and for their deposit lie assigus
x6,ooo,ooo years. %Vithi thiese figures' as
a unit, lie reiches the conclusion given iu
the table cited above.

St George Mivart, in an article in the
l)ecrnibem numiber of the ïMinezeecni
Ccilzry, shows that, botlî lu bis writteti
articles and lu his submiission to the
decrees oi th- Sacred Congregatioiî, lie
wvas guided by what lie b2lieved ta bc the
dictates of reaisan and sound judgmient.
He also shows clearly that the Pope, wlîen
teaclîing c-Ca/dacannot faîl into
error cither as regrards faitb or miorals.
MNivart thien gives the various grounids on
which a book niay bu condnce, and
concludes bis article with the follow,.ig
;;ords :" Wlîateverm nay be the fa.llibiliiy
of this or tlîat authority, I bave certaiuly
not the least pretension ta bc infiuilille
iyself! Therefore tiiere niay bc theu-

logical errors, quite unknown to me, in
iny articles, and it is at lcast certain that
in somne passages thecir toue wvas such tbat
offence nîiighit easily have been given.
M\-oreover it cannot surcly be supposcd, 1
think inyself an unerring judgc as to the
opportuneness of whiat I nay have
,advanced. What is lawful is not aliays
expedicut. Obviously even the absoltite
trtîth niust not bc tused and everyn-here
proci.-icid.-' Tlhîis paper proves con-
clusively that St. Geoig M7 kivart 15 a grcat
scientist, but a greater Christian. Ili
MN-ivart wve find ain exanîple of tic trtuc
Christiari Scicraist, who, though placin-,
confidence in the powver of man's intellect,
stili renienîbers that the humnir inid 1%
finite and hiable ta err, and that, Coli-
sequently, there is a sphere bcyond which
ail is shrouded lu mystery tbat cannot be
pcnetrated by humnan reason.
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