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INNOCENT AMUSEMENTS.

ht i.i not innocent ta engage in amusement to s titm desive fur
aunîsuwnt. We nîay not innocentiy ent or drink lo gratify the desiri->

for fiodx or drink. To eat or drink nîiercly ta gratiiy ajîpetite is innocent
~tiittitl iii a morete animal, but ini t moral agent it is sin. A moral agent
is I>(usnid to bave a higher ultitnate motive-to eat andin1k that lie mnay
be btiruiigmand healthy for the service of God. God li.)s mtade eating and
drinkiîî plvasant to us; but this pleasure oughlt not to bo our ultimate.
rt-uii for eating and rikn.So ainusemnits are pleasant, but, this
d>t*s mir. justity ils in seeking- amusements ta gr-atify desire. Me(
aînimualk iiiy dIo this iinnocently, because they are incapilablce of any]igr
motive. But moral agents aime under a higlier law, and are bounid tO
haveu another atnd a highier aim titan merely Wo gratify the degire fur

*uiu.wmmets.Therefore. no amusement is innocent which. is enmîed in
for the jileaure of the aniusemient, any more titan. it wouid bie innocent
ta ett anid drink for the pleastire of it. Again, no amusement is inno-
cent that ics engaged ini becatise we nieed aumseients. XVe need foodl
sud1Ç dinhk; but titis does not juttify uii illatn amî<I dr1iuking Siiply
becaust- we need it. The law of God does atot say, "Seek -%vlîtever ye
needl becaiise ye need it;" but "Do all front love to God andi ni."
Nothing is innocent unless it proceeds. front suprente love to C4od and
equai love Wo man, unless the supreme zumd ultintate iiiotive lie ta pleasc,
and i ontor God-. lia other words, ta be innocent, aity atmsement inust

e naei ii, bec:îuse it is believed Wo be at the tintie, inost pl ai g t
Goil,.atid is intended ta be a service rendered to 1-iia, as thiat whichl,
upoît the whole, will honor Him miore titan anythiing else tiat we cau
engage iii for the tinte being. 1 take this Wo ha seîf-evident. Wlmt
tlen< It foilows: Ist. Thut none but benevoleult Lmuseineit8 eau lie
iitiisment. Fishiîîg- and shootiug for amnusement is itot innocent. \Ve
11).ty ti-si aud lioult for the sainte reason that wve are allowed Wo est aud
drinik- to stipply natutre with aliment, that wve niay Le strong in the ser-
vice of G.omi. WVe nay hutnt to destroy naxions aniimtmls, for the glory of*
Gutl, mud to the interests of H-is kiîdm.But fislltilg 1111d ]laultilng ta
grmti1y a, pasL-sioni for these sports9 is net innocenit.Agittanueet
cati Le intnocent that involves the sqi1andPrinýg of precionus tinte, that
ittighîit hie butLter enLý)oyt-dl ta the glory of Gol antd the- gootl of main. Life
L4 Jiîot. Tinte is precicus. We have but ane life to live. M--uci is to
be dotu-. rTe world is iii darkness. A worlci of sinners is ta lie
emlightitee: and, if possibîle, saved. 'We are requireti to ivork while the.
daY lastetît. Our commission an-d work require disptel. No tinte i.s
te be lost. I1f our lîeart- tire ri-lit, our work is pdeasaîît. If righitly
j>erfcî-mîît.tl, it affot-ds the lîighest eijoymient andi is itself the highies't
amtusemntt No tui-ing- isicle for amusement eati h. inniocent that

iti h siàmy uutcesu- ss cf' time. No man tîtat renlizes the great-
tîem. of tltu work ta o dtte and laves to (Ie it cati turit aside for any
nnî)ust!iitiîtt iinvolviin" an utinicessa-y wvaste of time. Agaim, 11o a1us-
iliviit citît bie innocent titat involves ain unnecessary es1)enditur- of the'

Lr'i nmouey. Ail our tinte aocd all our maoney are the Lords. '%Ve are
the Lordl's. XVe may innoentiy uise bath tinte and utoiey ta proîniot


