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Sit,— A communication under the signature
of “ J. W.? appeared in a late number of the
Bie, wineh, on s appearance would have re-
seive §an immediate reply from me, had [ not
bieen conscious thay the politieal conmintion
which then existed amonyg us, would justly
have depnived it ol a place t your paper, or a
perusal by yvour coautry readers.  But now,
that the period of pelitical exeitement 1s draw-
ing to a close, I may with more propriety cluim
n corner 1 vour agricultural page, for the fol-
lowing reply to the etter referred to.

“ 1 W.." as he mtates, vas prompted to
send you his commopmention by a desire * o
pat writers and plaoters right,” and he com-
menced his prateeworthy purpose, by correct-
ing an error committed By me, w clasvlying
tuberous roots and seed together.  That Ins
remarks on thes potnt are correet, 1 oreadily
admit, and tender to i all the eredit due for
hits superior botanical Lnowledge.  But io ad-
vancing his theory of the fuilure of the potatoe
crop, and punting vut an autidote, I thivk he
has not talien the most successfub vay of * set-
ting planters rizht.”  Ile <ays, “itisa chansge
in the seusons that has caused the fuilure of the
potutoce crop.’’  ‘Yhat the seasons of vegetn-
t1on have reeently been shorter and ecolder,
thau formerty, (wh eh has eausal the potuoe
crop to be housed ficquently inan unnpe state)
every one must, [rom exprricnce or olserva-
tion admit. I J, W s conscions of any
farther * change ™ having been produced, he
must advanee somcthing more in prowy, thau
mere assertion, before ® planters” ¢ rely
on his doctyine,

As a remedy for the general fuilure in the
potatee crop which has recently prevaled, he
recommends, that the potatees be * oty tove
ered immediately, not deep, and a lizh rolier
drawn over them,” and asserts that ¢ thoywile
then oy ¢s well as (eer’ Belore |y lasters ean
gecede to the-e assertions, their suthor will be
nader the necessity of auswering satsfactonly,
the following queries, consistently with lis
own doctrines .—=Why wil ene qualty of po-
iatoes fail, while another receiving the same
trectment, and plaated immediately by their
side, will vegetate 7 Why did potatocs, pur-
chased from a person w thes commuuy, by
several of hes neighbors, fovarably fu!, wiade
thase tahen from their own cellars, and planted
atthe sue ume aud m the zame fields, grew
as well o5 usaal 2 Why wiil potataes grow on
a humed and Damy pet of u field, winle they
will immediate'y patrefy on a pait that 1s more
dry and randy ! Why will potatees planied
i adry day, uuder a hot san, il winle those

of a sewlar quality planted i the snme hind

of si!, aiter a hight shower of rain or a il of
dew, vegetare mumedintely ! Cases such as
these bave trequently ocenrred, and of < JW.
cau chow how the treatment he reconunends
wiil produce different results, he will then ad-
vance a step towards “sciung planters right.”
3ot he will sull be guilty of njustice to the
public, in not impirting 1o them ere now, the
fact, that by his presceribed treatinent, the crop
<« would do as well as ever.”

The practice of entting potatoes before they
are plan‘ed, vaght, § duuly, for several reasons,
to be abanduned altogether. Nis a well known
fact that whole potatoes will vot rot so readily
as those that have been cut. It hns also been
fully preved, that o mave abandant erop will
be produced wheu they are planted whole, than
when cut wmto small parts. Of many expere-
meats male in corroboration of this assertion,
I <hall eopy one wmrde by a planter in Scot-
fand, not because it s nore conclusive m ns
resalts, bui on accouut of the comparauve

{brevity of the statement, T fised 1tan Chabers’
Edinburgh Journal, copicd from the Garden-
er’s Magazine ¢ ** I planted four plants, con-
taming two cyes to ench; four, the crowns
contatny, perhaps, five or six eyes cach;
tour small potatves § tour lurge whole ones (or
what ure termed ware putatoes.)  Now for tae
weight of the produce of each kind . the pro-
duce of the first four roots weighed Slbs., that
uf the second four, 11bs,, that of the third tour,
Lilbs., that of the fourth four, 16ths. I think
tlns wili make clear to any one, that the 1e-
verse of what 13 generally tollowed ought to
be practsed, namely, 1o plant crowns, or
whole potatoes, m iew of a plant with two
eyrs. P 1s even the second trinl 1 have
wade, und found it the sames but 1 was not
so pacticalar m the fiest expernment as in tho
~econd, having deterunned by my eye the dif-
ference was so ubvious, 1 think ths of the
greatest importanee to the agricaltaralist. 1
it holds goud for so acre, what a difference in
the produce ! "P'he objectof a hitle extra seed
“hears no comparison o the produce, and, be-
sudey the Iabar of cutung is saved.”

1u conclusion, b would recommend partieu-
larly, that various experiments be wmade in the
cusuing spriug, with this vegetable, such ay
the following —Plaat a small quantity of po-
tdoes on dry earth, another portion of the
smne quahty, on a more moist suil; sclect a
few potatees from thu centre, and another
ymantity fions the top or sides, of o heap in
the cellar, aud plant them near togather
plant a part of a row with cut, and another
part with uncut, potatoes ; plant a quantity of
the same kind of seed at dilerent periods, &c.
By practical expeniments of this nature, and a
eareful observation of the results, you wall
prebably set yowsselves right sooner than cither
< 3. W.” or I can dost for you.

Yours, &c.

December 1330,

Tane cant or vorr Wimte Pine Tuees,
AND Ly e Mokt~ writer i the New Yok
Couner & Eaquirer, having made « caretul
unvestwation of the subject, has affirmed,
that unless somethiegr oceurs to check the de-
stiuctiog, that there is not whate puie tiber
envugh porth of the Carolinas to rupply the
domestic demand fifteen years.  Boards ot
ths description are already worth %32 to £30
per Mo New Yorh and the other seapons,
and the price 1s progressively advaucing,

Meovitng,

Coveoses, Mub ror Maxeen, Se.—* Sir .
Sichair observes that i muking compaosts 1t
has been ascertamed by a number of wapen-
ments that two busbelsofunsdacked hime are
sullictent o cach cabie yard of carth of @ we-
dia gualiy, and s agley cubie yards are
sutficient 1o manure an acre, one humdred and
siaty buchiels s the quantiy requred.”  \less
quantity, however, will answer a valuable pur.
puse, and no precise rules are necessary ;3 for
u compost withow bine, or hime not mixed in
compast i3 valuable for manne,

Dr. Deane observed that < alayer of inud
will be no bad ingredient in a heap of com-
post. But it should be conliguous to a stratum
of ftme, if that can be obtmned, But where
its is wanttng, new horse dang is the best sul-
sttute to excite A stiong fermentation.”™ And
again, tie same writer asserts that ¢ wath re-
spect to using mud as a wanure, the maritune
furmer has the advantage ever all others.  For
the sen ooze, which appears on the flats, and
in ereeksand b, bors, aloug the shoves of the
sen, has all the virtues of fresh water wud,
with that of sea salt superadded, which iz one
of the muost sportant ingredients in the com-
position uf manures.  Toaght add that 1t a-
hounds more than any other wnd, with putre-
fied anunal substances.  Much of these are

contuned in the seatitself. and imoumerable
are the fowls und the fishes that have perished
upon tluts stnee time began; and the compo-
nent parts of their bodies have been nclosed
by the supervenicnt slune.”

The Aibany Culuvator asserts that ¢ com-
postsin wluch no fermemation takes plage,
can be of little advantage.  There 1s no vola-
tle wmatter given ofli aud no tendeney exists
to break down and render soluble hgneous oy
woudy matter. Lime operates more powerfully
than dung in inducing fermentation in vegeta-
ble watter, though 1t 18 not prudent to use 1tin
combinntion with stable dung ; 1 have found
by experience that it cuuses too violent action
and dissipates nearly afl the putrefying pro-
perties.  Composts are particularly adapted
to all the funuly of small gratns, and for top
dressing wrass grounds, where this Intter prac-
tice is tolerated, mereearthy matters add noth-
ing 10 1he compost pile ; they merely prevent
the waste of other materials, which compose
it.  Inmalang composts, therefore, for field
use, carths should be preferred, wineh nbounds
in vegetable matter ; and the litter, vegetabie
refuse, urine, soap suds, ashes, &c. should be
added, which are ordmnarily wasted, and
which form annvally a lurge aggregate on a
farm.”

‘Lhic too common practice of spreading barn
yard manure over mowing or meadow land is
very wasteful and extravagant. Most people
appear to think that they have nothing more
to do than to pile on barn yard manure in
greut quantity on any soil, znd for each and
every sort of produce, and their crops nad for-
tunes ure made. Dot the truth isthat the ap-
plication of unmixed dung to land in ullage 1s
sometimes not merely useless but absolutely in-
Jurious. We have thie assertion of wn experi-
enced celtivator that be nctually nearly des-
troyed Lis grass in a mowing lot by spreading
ou this soth i the spung a quantuy of fresh
dung taken from the pig sty,

“The dang, "he says' ** was of too hot a
nature, and caused the turf to be so wuch
scorched by the sun that the grass was burnt
up. 1t s teue that fresh duag applied ta plough
land daes not often produce that eflect. ™ But
the manure t that ease, by mixing with the
soil forms a compost, and the dung s as 1
were diluted with eartls. Still we hear furmers
complain in dry seasons, that the duug, wiich
they apply to their soil does more harmy than
2oud, by inerensing the injurious effects of
drought. Butifit were well mixed before it
was applied with 2 or 8 times its bulk of earth «t
would preserve against drought justead of in-
erenstng it. A plant will grow no better on a
wuck heap than on a sand heap 3 aud in smne
cases pure snud would be a betrer application
to increase the fertility of 1 soil than unmixed
dung.—Necw England Farmer.
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Lo be Sold or Let,

FEYHAT Faim Lot—two mileaout of Town, adjoin-
ang the Farm of James Kitchen, 1o the Wes,
contaiming 50 Acaes, 12 of wnich are fit for the

Rlovgh,
AlL3O0,

That handsemo Lot, lying on the East sido of the
Fast River. imwcdiatoly above the narrows, called
Point Pleasant, andforinetly the property of William
Sutherland; contaming

SEVENTEEN ACRES.
The soil is excellent, and nearly all fit for the Plough;
thero 18 on the premises a good freestone Quairy, and
the watersss so deep close to the shore that a Whaef
18 aliogether vnuoceesary.  For further particulars,
apply lo JAMES DAWSON.
Nov'r S, 1836,

ALMANACS, FOR 1837,

Forsalo b J. DASON.
12th Qctober, y '



