138

v

THE BEE.

TR

WS wowax Wt

T g

l‘!ndmg to e{fect unprovements of ttis nature, caleula.
ted to stzengihicn the connusion pubssting batweva
Grea Boatam and Lowoe Canada, by the prometion
uf the wellure and the tutarests of ail classes of Her
Majesty’s subjects in the Province.

At the tit.o the suunmons was issued for assembling
‘woa on tng day, | had overy reason to behove that it
woud have Lueund 1 my poner to annuvuie o yua,
3 eflvoted, thusy alterations wiuch, you may gither
fiom the resulutions of which [ iave xpokoen, 1t ism
tended te offsct in the composition of the Exzcutive
and Logislative Council ; but the ntorruption ocea-
sioned by the denuse of s lato Maojesty to the pro-
geess of public business i tne linpersal Partiament,
und to the prospuct of its carly dissoloioa, hase
presented the Mimsters of the Ciowa fium at sis
peifecting the moasures thoy Lava 1 contewplaion
‘I'hede measures, thurefure, aronat fursaken, ut only
unavoidably suepended for a seazony and °1 trust, |
#hall at no very distant persod be enabsuid tn appeal
10 the chunges mtroduced Into the two Coundus, as
well a8 to vther salawary arrangemenis, as g pound of
the smcerity with which Hee Majesty 's Gavernueat
are disposed to carcy inta eflect 1ha intentions they
have expresszd on these puts.

Since thu end of tho lust sesson several lecal Acts
have expired, and ! would suggest tor your sonmder-
ution thy expediency of rencwing such of them as
may have proved wseful. 1 wonld moreover, cspecs
atty mvite your attention ‘to the Acts relating to the
Dustrict of Samat Fraocis, the duration of which s
mited 10 the end of the sesson of the Provincml
Parliament pext afier the frst of May last.

The severe distress winsh in conzeguence of tho
Jpartial or total furlare of the crops, was espenicaced
duning the last winter tn several parts of tho Province,
1nduced e, upon the urgent represemtations 1 re-
ceived on the subject, and 1 order 1o wrod the ap-
-p:oaches of famue, to graat out of tho pablic funds,
that succour which the means of the satferng mba
~bitaatg wero inadequate to affurd. Nor dd 1 hesi-
tatein the pressing emesgency of the case to assumne
‘this responsbiinty, encouraged by the liberality-you
Liave dusplayed oa ciunlar occasions. Il grantng,
tiowever, such assistance, secunity was m cach case
taken for the repayment of the money 20 advanced,
iu the-event of vour dzalining to sanction the transac.
tinn. These udvances awount 1 the wholg, 1o sbont
£5300, for winch, as well a3 the swps L have 1s.0.d
for the proscrvation af the pubiic works on the Ciam-
bly Canul, and for the mamiouance of the Qurrantne
establishment, ¥ trust you will sce no aljection to
grunt sn indemnng.,  Such of the Cocuments and
vouchsts coanected with these suvseral disbursoments
x3 are not nlieady before you, shall be subnutied to
you with as hittle delay as possible.

- canclusion, gentlemen, ! shatl repeat my detsr-
.@pation to adhere to those prsuciploa which I tad
dowg for my guidanée when 1 lizst a0drossed you —
‘They gre calcuviated, I conscientioudly believe, to pro
mote e reil interests of the country, and to secure
to all claases of [ler Majesty’s Canadian rubjects
those rights, privilegzcs, and hverties which the spunt
of the Constitution was ntended (o impart, and which
every frend to that Constiuiidg 13 bound 10 suppart

znd mammam.

Castle ¢f Saint-Le¢swie,
Qucbec, August 181, 1537
HOUSE OF ASSEVBLY, Avcust 22.

The [{auss went uto' Com:nites on the Suate of 1he
Province and 01 {8 Exceilency's Spesch ; and afier
gor2 time spaat therzin, the following draugnt of an
adlress, i answer 10 U Excollency’s Spesch was
read and-adopted.

T'o His Excelleacy the Right [fonorable Arch:bald,
Earl of Goaforl, .Biran Worlinghin of Baccles,
the County of Suffo:k, Ciptam Geaeral and Go-
vernag iq Chief, 1 and over the Provinees of Upper
aad Lowee Cunada, Vice Adamiral of the sama and
one of Her 3ajesty’s Most Hoanrable Pav, Coun-
cllors

May tT rLEASE YOUR ExcELLENCY.

We, Her Majesty’s dutiful and loval subjacts, the
Cammons of luwer Canvda in Provencial Parliamnnnt
assembled, hereby thank yoor Excollency lar yuoar
~peech fromn the Throne at therapening of the pre<ent
Sesuon.--Wo assure your Excedency tuat at wia ever
scaton wo may be called upon 1o pesform the dutice
amusted to us by the praple of the province, no per.
sanal .nconvenience will prevent our labounng, as
a1 onr first and most important occupatinn, to en-
sute the ibetties and happmess of our lellow sub-
Jacta,—to ramove the evils which have pressed. and
still conlinue 0 & more agaravated form to press up.
oa them. and to protect them against the systen
which has corrupted the Provincizi Government, and
has been sufficiently powerful not only to cause
the mnther Counlry to rotuse all justice to the Peopla
aath regard fo their demards aad euss for tho jua-

provement of their pohitical wstituuions, and for the
roform of all abuses, but 16 urge on tinas high wotrn-
politan uuthoritivs from whoin wo looked fur justice
aud protectivon: 1o acts of violonce, 10 u violation of
ths must sacred and Lest establizhed rights of thy Ca.
uadtan people and of thewr Legislature, and to the
jdusiracuon of the vory fuundstion of the Govarnincut.
W are then, bound by aut duiy, “fiankly to declare
Lo your Excolloncy, under the goluma crrcumstances
Lt wiich wo are placed, und after calin and full deli-
buration, that sinco tho timo whon we woro Tuet call-
ced to meet 1 Provinenl Parhament, wo have soen in
,te conduct and proceedmgs of the Metropotitun Go-
vornaigal, and ol e Columal A aquawtration tewvards
;the count y, nithmg which could recroare in the
people, the contideney and atfuction wineh the long
'evpenonce of the past hiad destroved; but that, on
{the comrary, every receut event lias tendod to effico

Awhat comained of these feelings, and 10 consondate,

1 opposition to the hiborties, wterests and wishes of
tho peoplo, the Culoniat oligarcly factiously comb ned
‘agninst thew, and the hiherto unbridled and uncon-
trolled sway of the Colomal Minister in Downmng
atreot.

The avowal which it haa ploased your Excollency
to make 1o us, that the dispusiiva of the autgonties
and of Parliamont, with regard to us, and the opp-ot-
sive and unconstitutional measuios which hava been
tho result, are the conseguences of the rtacommenda-
tions made by certam pretended authontics knowa by
the name of the Royal Commussioners hay coavinced
us of' the cotroctness of the opmions wo have liere-
tofore expressed with regard to this Conmisaion—
which, constituted and acting uader no law, and with.
vut regard to lxw, and bound beforehand by its
mstractions *to the pasticl views and narrow politics
of the Britich Mimstey in the Government of the
Colonies, could not possibly cu-t perate in domg
justice to the inhabitants of thus Province, and o es
tablishing their mstitutions. their libertios and their
prospects for the future, on the sohd bases of therr
wisties and their wante, as well as on the punciples
uf the constitution —We were therefore m nowise
astomshed at discoverng 1 tho productions of tlus
pretended Commission nothing but injur:ous opinions,
prejudicon at variance wlhth ats iniss.on and its duty,
idess of governmunt fsunded on suppositions utterly
foretgn to the country, or at fiading it lomenting divi-
sions and national digunctions, forgetful of constitu.
tionaf priuciples, cafumsiating 1he provincial represcn-
tation, and practismy deccption towands this house
and towards the people. We are bound espevialiy to
nolice 1n the Reports in quesudn ong ossential and
paramount contradiction w"ich pervades evary pact
of them, and forms their cesonce. 1t 3, the: while
they admit tho reality -of the greater portion of the
abuses and grievances of winch we have complamned,
the Comnissioners do not recommead the:r removal
and thoe dwstzuction of the cauvses which have produc-
edthem, butan act of aggression agawmst "this honve
whicis had deaouncod them, amil the virtval destruoe-
tion of the ropreseatative gavernment 1n thisProvince,
by 1be alicgd and violent spaliation of the pulilic
manies of tho pzople, by tire Min'sters or by ths Par.
Liament 5 when as it was the duty of the Comnmision
aad of the Mother Country, to assist this House in
the entire remaval of these ev:ls, and w rendening
their securrence smpossible, by re-constructing the
second branch of the Legistaters by means of the
L.ective pric.ple,—by repealing all laws and privi-
lages unyastly obtamed, and by casuring the cxaicise
of the powers and: legil:mate controul of tiris fHouse
over the 1nteraal affzus of the Proviace and over all
matices relative o ats teraitary and the wants of its
wnabdauts, aad mose cspecially over the public re.
venue raised theren,

These remarks will render wmaccaseary, & portion
of thosc.winch we might have been Jed to mako on
the sories of Resolutiona spnken of by your Excellen-
cvy and which being propused by Lord Tohn Russzll,
ons of tha Ministess of the Crown, were adapted by
the two Hnuses of the Parliament of the Uaued
Kingdom. Wo perceive in this meisure on the one
hand, 3 formal and total retusal of the scforms and
mproverments demanded by this house and the peoplc,
and oa the other, an abuse of the powe:s of Parlin~
mont, {v the purpose of destroying the laws and
constituing of tus Province by force, violating with
togatd 10 us, the mnst sacred and solemn engagements
—and of thorehy establishing irremediably on the
ruag of our hiberties, and in place of the legitimate,
cfiiciant and constitutional cuntrol of which this hiouse
—and the people through it, have = right to exercise
over all the hranches of the Executive Government;
carsuption and intrigne, the pillage of the revehus,
sand the sclf-appiopriation of the best resources of
the cosniry by the Culonial functionaties and their
dependants, the domination and ascendancy of the
few, and the oppression and scrvitude of the'mars of
ths habitants of this P¢uvince, witliout distinction

.of class or of erigin. ]
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We ought therefore, to have cournge to tell
the Mother Cuuntry, that of she carues the
gprit of these resolutions into effect 1 the
Guvernmeout of Britsh Americn nnd of tlng
Provinee in particular, her supremacy therein
will uo longer depend npon the feehugs of af.
lectivn, of duty and of nataral wterest which
would best assure 1t, hut on physicul and mne
terial force, un clement dungerons te the go-
verning purty, at the snme time that it subjectg
the goverued to a degree of uncertuinty us to
their future existence and their denrest iter-
eiis, whieh s searcely felt under the most des-
pottc governments of civihized Europe.  And
we had hambly behieved it impossible that this
stute of permunent jeopardy, of hatred and of
dwvision, could be wittingly .perpetrated by
England on the American continent; and that
the hberty and welfure of every.portion of the
Empire, were too dear to the indepsnient bndy
of the Buglish people, to allow them to prefes
maintaiamyg, in favor of the functivunries ac.
cused by the people of 1this Provinge, the sys-
tem whe.eh has lutherto been its bauno. ’

If, even before the opening of the present
sesston we hid been undeceved in. this foad
hope by poblie report, if we had little expecta-
tion that a sadden changse in the couacils of
of the Bmpire should place us at once in pus-
session of the benefits of the constitutive re-
forms which we have deolared to be essential,
and such as would alone Le sufficient, it was
stll natural that we should most snxiossly lonk
forward to our bewng called together 1 Par-
linmeat, hecanse it was to be supnosed at
least, that most important reforms had been
effected in the admimsiration of the Goverp-
ment, and that others were speedily to follow
them: We have learned with fresh regret
from your Bycellency’s speech, that no such
reforms have been effected, or will be at any
near and tletermmed period;; notwithstanding
the so often repeated pledges of the govern-
meat.  Your Excellency has bheen pleased to
allude distinctly 1o the unprovement of the per-
sonal composition of the Legislative and Exge-
cutive Councils of this Province.—With regard
to the Executive Couscil, wo shall here fors
bear any puinful réflections on the unmodified
existence eof that body, after 1t had been so
solemuly repndiated by your Bxecellency iuthe
name of the Crown, and on its cn-operation
with the other portions of the Provincial Exe-
cative in a £ystem of anticipated cacrcion o
cflzct the overthrow of the laws and .constita-
tion, of criminations, persecutions, and arhj-
trary removals from office, directed against the
the mass} of the people who remamn faith{ul
to thetrue priseaples of the Briish Constitu-
uon, and who have manifested ther attach-
meut o those liberties which have been attack-
ed.  We further represent, that the prescut
Ilxecutive having, instead of preforming its
promisesal of justice, and the remaval of abuses
and grievances, entered upon the dangerons
and slippery path which has been the ruin of
preceding administrations, and. having utterly
aliennted from it-the affecuon of an important
portion afthase of her Majusty’s subjects most
devoted to the liberty nud welfare of the coun-
try, in order to hestow ifs confidence and that of
the Government, partinlle aud an'those only
whe supported it, no fonger possesses in thg
person of its chicef, or in those of j1s other mem-
bers, the capalility of eficcting tie reforms iy-
dispensably neceasary as preliminaries to ap
arsangement between the government of the
mother country fand the colony, i n jner,e-
quuable, and impartinl manner, adapted to
satisfy this House and the peopls, and .more
e<pecially to ensora hetween the several branch-
ches of the Legislature that co-operation and
that uniformity of genernl views which we
pessist in believing to be absolutely Tequisite.
Weshoyld haye hoped that asa pledge of the
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