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THE PRODUCE MARKET.

Frovnr.—The decline in price conscquent on in-
creased receipts drawn fn by the recent special reduc.
tion in freights, has causod millera again to seek other
markets, and for some days arrivils have been de-
creasing, and although tho demand is purely local
und very limited, it has exceeded the arrivals, and
prices are gradually stiffening.  We quote $4.29 to
$1.25 for ordinary super. and 4 25 to §3.30 forchoice.
Desirable brands of Extra and Fane- have engaged
attention in view of favorable Dritish advices for
these grades anud full prices have ruled. No, 2 and
the lower grades, have continued scarce, aud all the
offcrings command cach saleat their full relative value,

Bas Froun.—The demand has been pretty much
supplied by the city witters, and pareels from abiread
have been placed with ditliculty even at refatively low
fates, et salesbeingatabout §2.00.  The river being
now pas:able, a better demand may be looked forn
alt descriptions, and failing mone abundant supplivs,
a corresponding improvement in prices.

Waurar.—The high freight tanl on Grun as coms
pared wath tlour, has greatly hmited recapts, and
nvst of what 1s brought over cones darect to nnliers
and is not offered for sale. L. O, spring which is
alone moving, is nouinally 96 to 47 ct=,

P'oir.—The upnard tendency of the Westerts mare
hets has influenced prices here, and Mess is firm at
£10.00 to £19.50.  Frime Mes and Vrivie at $13.09 20
314.9.  Stocks unusually light.

Dressep Hots—=Theactivity of thedemand ias con.
tinucd, and all arrivals have been readily taken at §7
fur averages of abeut 200 b2, rather higlier or lower
prices being paidd, according as the weights have run
much over or much below this average.  The bulk of
the receipts have been sent ont to Boatou, so that the
quantity in hand is very limited.  As it is probable
the stock of Hog« through the country available for
shipment will run out carly in the scason, we do not
00 any rcasolt to expect any great or permanent de-
cline feom present mates,  Though, should the Roston
demand ceace, andd arrivals continue considerable for
any length of time, there may be some reaction.

13: e - Esxcept the Umited purchases on Boston
account in the course of December, nothing has been
denie fur export since the cluseofnavigation, Baitish
advices have been most discouraging for the deseripe
tion of Btatter wostly in stuck, and although the gen.
cral tone there i more encouragivg recently, the late
stage of the scason adds 1o the uncertainty of getting
depatch at Portland cffectually,and deters dealersad-
venturing shipments.  Sotne few have Iatterly pressed
«a'eg at prices ranging from 15 to 17 cts., but the prin.
cipal holders being mnore contident are holding in
auticipation of a speedy revival of the Boston demand
whichlatest advices make probable.  Stocks arelicavy
for tho scaton aud receipts continue large.

Wewould direct attention to the Circular of Mesars,
Kirkwoud. Livingstone & Co. on page 13,

ASHES.

TIUS inmiportant branch of Caunadian industry is

equalin valuc toover one million dvllars aunually,
and may be ranked 28 the third item in our exports.
Canadian Asbes Yring the highest price in the British
market, owisg, no donbt, to thc high standard of
inspection which has governed the trade for nearly
fifty years. Tho standard for first Y'ots is 75 percent,,
and I'car’s 65 pereent. of pure alkali. A bill amending
tho inspection of ashics, is being laid before the Board
of Trade of this city. The object will Lo a closer
discrimination of qualitics, thatix to say, 2 barrel made
28 tinvts, and filied up with 2 small quantity of scconds,
shall not be branded as all seconds.  Thenfer.or qua-
lity, when it s practicable, will be removed, avd the
best quality branded as firsts,

Tudoubtedls, the amend ¢ will be abenefit tothe
manufacturer, as well as thetrade, since their inforests
arcidentical.

Below, we give a statement of the reccipts and
deliveries of both sorts during 1564,

REXAINING OVER,

Yot Yeasls,  Totals
December 31,1844, ... Ju'i c]aorzf) o%ﬁ
December 31, 1963, k-] 212 o«
Reczirss.
From 1st January to3lst 3
T, evees SI244 10748 41067
Do3lst December, 1803.. 32035 10718 43061

Decreacein receiptseeeeeeeneces. 1664

DyLIvERIES,

From 1st January to3ist
c 155 G52

S Ce e e e 0487
Do 3let December, 1563, 32479 y

935 4
10366 R

Deerease in deliveries. ... 2088

I~ Stone,

January 1, 1865 1412 {(23] 2432
Junuary 1, 1861l T 2 Q2

Henvy tares are an advantage to the manutacturers,
since the tare in the English market is caleulated at so
much per ceat. upon the gross weight.

Prices at prévent haven downwarnd tendeney, We
quotes:

1082 ..., ¢ ceeann JORRNN $340tw €545
Peutls oo ove trecesseneres D300 BN

THE WO00L MATKET.

LS ataple product lias, during the Lt three years,

been to our farmers asvuteg of greater profit thaw
ever before, owing to the largdy increased wants of
the woollen manufacturers of the countey,  Another
canse of the high prices has been the great demand
wihiich has arisen for enjort to the United States, Ca.
nada wool being found most suitable for army cloth-
ing, and having, by virtue of the Reciprocity Treaty,
great advantage in the American market over coarse
Fareign wools.

The wonl grewn in this country generally goes direct
from the prodsicer to the manufacturer or shipper
very soon after the clip, and is not icld by the farmer
as wlheat and other produce.  Whe wool was worth
20 to 25 cents, 3 mzanufacturer could lay in a year's
supply without much dificulty; bLut with wool at
40 to 4S cents, and somctimes scarce at that, sup.
plics have to be obtained from time to time, and
from other sources than Canadian tlocks. The kigh
prices prevailing have induced considerable ship-
ments from England of vasious Foreign wools, such
as German fleece, Cape, Mogzadore, Hungarian and
Bucnos-Ay res, of the tiner sorts; and of heavy wouls,
P'eruvian, Georgian, Mendoza, Cheviot, Donskoi, Lc.
Thus a direct trade is cxtablizhed between this pon
aud Liverpool aud Loudon, which are the principal
marketsof the wool-producing countricsof the werkd,

The Deaetits of this to manufacturers are great,  Jus
»tead of having only one quality of wool, znd <o being
compelled, in 2 measure, to make only one ciass of
gomls, they can chioose that wool which is most suit-
able for their perp e, and =0 competc favorably
with wanufacturers of auy othier country. These is
alto the advantage of being able to purchase, from
time to timne, such sto.. as is roquired for immediate
use, on ardinasy termns of creddit, in place of having to
Iay out cash for a large supply, which it will takea
considerable time to manufacture and sell.

The abrogation of the Reciprocity Treaty will un.
questionably scriously affect the wool-growing intee
restof thecountry, Inthepresent United States Tarify
js enforeed, a duly of nine cents per b, will be levied
on all exported to that country, which with wool at
prexce prices (s2y 20 Lo 25 cte. per 1b.) would be almost
prohibitory. Our local maunufactures wenld be benes
fitted, as they would then have no competition, and
the price of the mw matcrial wouid enable them to
compele more successfully than they do now with im-
ported cloths. A discriminating tariffon the part of
this country would prolabtly be cnforced against
American wool, and would favor the dincct impor-
tation of the finc Forcign wools, which, however, we
can uover expect to enter very snuch into competition
with Canada.

FLAX.

MONG the many commercial cnlerpriscs that
A engage the atlention and capital of countricer
the Flax trade is one of the most important. We
Propose to devote 2 suitable spacein these colomns to
tho ventilation of the sublect. The production of
vegetable fibres in quantitics adequate to meet the
demand of the world is one of the desiderafa of the
2gc. The stoppege, in contequence of the rebellion
in the neighboring States, of the usual supply of
cotton, has convinced tho world that it is unsafe to
rely on a single staple, the product of a single country,
and of & particalar climate

The evident remedy for the evils of the dominion of
cotton, isin the catadlishment of the kingdom of fiax.
Already the world breathes freer by therelief reeeived
from flax In its limited production and partial incor-
poration into the main staples hitherto dependent on
cotfon.

The variety of utes to which Sax may beput asa
substitute for cotton, its superiority as a fibre, and fts
relative chicapness, are causing its introduction into
nearly every department of textile manufacturcs in
England and the United States.

Until very lately the cultivation of flax in the United
States aud Canadas hias been prosecuted almost en.
tirely for the sced, and in tbat respect was found to bo
remunerative,  Now, that the fibre from an acre of
ordinary laml is worth double asmuch as the eeed, wo
need say 1o more in proof of the remuncrativo cliare
acter of the crop 10 be grown.

That this subject is engaging the attention of the
farmers of this country, the number of enquiries daily
being made fully attest; and as there isa great dearth
of information as to the deseription of machinery re-
quired, the value of the fibro when dressed, and the
question whether thereds sure to be a market for it, wo
propose to answer these questions,

The machinery required consists of a threshing
macline, brake, and scutchor,—all of which can be
purchased at from S200 to 8509, according to the ca.
pacity required. We cannot, however, recommend
farwers to setup wachines for their own crop, asthere
is 3kill as well as capital required to dress a crop pro-
titably.

Tlie value of a crop of flax is tobe cstimated by its
condition when sold. Ifthe straw is drawn to a2 mill,
and sold as such, it is worth from S8 to 810 per ton;
ifdressed at grower's riskand expense the ton of straw
yiclds about 30Ibs. of dressed fibre, worth from 10¢c.
to 1ic. per lb.

It may notbeamiss to give theresult of a crop taken
from 15acres of land—the correctucss of which we can
vouch fur. The figures are:

5900 13, dres<ed flax, at 13¢. per 1b..

H2MWs. ¢ finetow, atdc.perib.... 5680

2201bs. *  coarsetow, atlc,perlb 4500

179 bushels of sced, at §1 0 per bus. ..... 268 50

.. ET800

Gross peceipt, cqual $33 per acre, £1058 30

If any crop of grain now grown in Canada can Le
shown to result assatisfactorily as this, we haveyet to
hecar of it.

There is a quick demand for the fibre and seced, and
no possibility of overstocking the market of the world.
It may not be penerally known that Great Hritain
imports from forcign countries over ninety thousand
tons annually of flax; that she hias one million spindles
at work on slax, and capital invested amounting to
over $0.000,000. The manufacture of linens, thrends,
tape, twine, belting, batting, wadding, drugget, fclt,
arc all in their infancy in Amcrica; as these are de-
veloped, the requirements of raw material must in.
crease incredidly.

Befure flax Lecomes & drug in the market, Canads
can make her fortune from it ten times over.

THE LEATHER MARKET.

Sraxtsn Sore.—There is an ample stock of No. 1.
No sales worthy of notice have transpired. Shipments
(via Portland) to Liverpool tend to relieve the mar-
kets. Pricesunchanged. Best No.1, 18 cts.

SLAUGHTER Sore.~Very little of this description,
butsufficient for present roquirements. Irices firm for
No.1. 18to 18§ cts., salcs at 18 cts.

IARNESS LEATHER.—}avy stock, without much
cnquiry. Chiefiy too light. Light, 18 cts. lleavy,19
1020 cts.

Wax Urren.—Largesupply, chicy heavy and un-
suitables if curriess would split this description it
would be more saleable and remunerative. Heavy.
27to20cte. Mid, P cte. Light, 2.

Wax CaLr.- Of Prime quality fromn 25 to 35 lbs., G5
to 0 cte.

Grals Urrzr.—The stason for this description
being over, it is dull at 3 to R cts.

* Moncy paid by Telegraph'® is a branch of business
which United Siates Bankers in these fast days aro
doing pretty extensivcly. It is done in this
wite:—A merchant in California or Qregon, or any
point, owes £10,000 in New York on a certain day,
finds it difficnit to remit in time to haveitreach; he
waits until the day the note matures, and then pays
the amornt to &4 banker in his own town, who tele-
graphs to his correspondent in New York to take up
the note, for which he, of course, charges a good com-
miseion. Welle, Fargo & Co., the great express men
and Bankers, hare a large business i this line.



