
God's Covenant with Abraham

ion upon lmn; "a horror, a great da-7knoss."
oda voice speaks in the darknese. Thy seed shall

be a strafiger Ini a land that le fnot tiroirs. IlSo-
lourner," implYiiig a t.emporary resident, is botter
thsa Istrangor." Shall serve them; hob slaves.
njs ije ilieid in the eaptivity of the chljdron of
tnel in Egypt. They shall affiict theona four
huadred Years; a round numbor. That nation,
îhen' they shal! serve, WflJ 1 judge. The atory
of the punishalent of the oppressor ie told in the
Bok of Exod'i5. Shall they corne out with great
sustance ; wcalth (se0 E x. 12 :35). Thou shalt
go te thy feithers In Peace ; nlot buried with bis
lathers, for tbey were buried at Baran and Ur, but
mlited witb thon' alter death. Thou ehalt Ise
burlsd in a gond old age. Abraham' dicd at the
,ge of one hundred and sovcnty-fivo ycars, Gen,
26:7. in the fourth generation. Evidently one
bundred years arc reckoned for a generation. For
the iniquity of the, Amorite in flot yet full (Rev.
ver.). "Amorite" ie a general nme for the ici-
labitants of Canaan. The time for their pumishment

neflt ripe.
17, 18. Ilehold a smaoking furnace, and a

5urnng lamp that passed between. These were
la symbole of Jchovah, and their passing between
tàe dlvidcd animale signifled Jchovah's ratification
,f the covemant. Made a covenant ; literally,
,eut a enveant," referring to the custom' o! dividing
te animali, as 'we have 8een. Prom the river of
di Egypt; the Nile.

Ch. 17 :1-19 tells of another promaise of God,
;hich shows that Abrabam's heir is mot Ishmaol the
Pu of ilegar. but will be a son of Abraham by Sarah.

ADRAHEAM'S OAK

Thore stili romains a trec ncar Hebroa that je
Loooiated with AbrahamIs story. A great many
efle ia Palestine that wero thickly wooded long ago
ute entirely bare of trocs now. The treo is desirable
tecause it provides a shade fron' the foerce heat o!
ths Syrian sun. But, more than this, tho forest laid
cp and provided an equable suppl.y o! water ail the

=sun, se that the various streams (!id not become
try chanels ia the rainlese s'aason of the year.

LESSON QUESTIONS
5-7 What ceas the firet proraise mado to Abram

m this tesson ? What did God point to as tbe token

o! Hia promise?7 Did Abram' bolleve in God's words ?
For what did God take this bellot ? What promise
did Got make about the land?

8-18 What question does Abram nek of Ccd ?
What animale ceere taken for the making of the coven-
ant?7 Wby ceoro they divided?7 What came docen
upon the sacrifice ? What happened te Abram nt
sunsot ? What did God tell .Abram regarding bis
descendante ? Whero and hoce long ceere they to
serve ? What ceas to hefail the nation that oppressed
Israel ? In cebat book of the Bible do cee read the
Yulfilment of this ? At cehat age dîd Abrana diea?
What people were nlot yet ripe for Judgment ? What
did the passing o! the furnace and the lamp betwecm
the sacrifices signify?7

FORL DISCUSSIOX
1. Are God's promises alceays promises of benefit.s?

2. 19 the askiag for signe always justifiable ? le it
ever ?

A LESSON FOR LITE

Confucius, tihe great teacher of the Chiinose. said,
"Have respect for the gode, but kcep thern at a dis-

tance." Hoce difforent this le from thse epirit o! thse
teaching o! the Bible rogarding the relation hotceeen
God and mon. Enocla andl Noahs ovaked ceitis Cod.
They ceere thse friends of God. So here Cod enters
into a covenant ceitis Abraham. Tbe Bible teaches
us, not how far cee muet keop from God, but how near
Cod and man may drace together.

Prove froma Scripture-That cas sheuld be patientf
icith GerI.

Shorter Catechlsmzn-Ques. 48. TVla are oas spedi-
ally laughi bt' t>ese words lbefora mel in e ist commond-
mnent t A. Thes words (before mcel in thse firet con'-
mmndment teacis us, Tbat God, ceho seotis ali tisinge,
toketis notice of, and is mucis displeasod with, tise sin
cf having amy other God.

The Question on Missions-9. What le the pre-
sont population of Africa? About 127,000,00e,
mostiy Mobammedans and beathen. There are 2,729
missionaries, and 15,016 native preachers and teachers
at ceork, amd there are .378,561 Protestant churoh
membere.

Lesson Hynms-Book of Praise : 7 (Supplemental
Lesson), 295, 301, 37 (Ps. Sol.). 546 (froma Prniitxs'r
QuAnTEunv), 221.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. Whst are the two promises o! Ibis Losson ?.................................................

2. Wbat are the two tokens of the promises?.................................................

3. What prophecy is mode ?................................................................


