
The Miracle of the Loaves and Fishes

At the last one expressly mentioned by John

(eh. 2 : 23) Jesus wss in Jerusalem. A jeasi

of the Jeos ; an explanatiols for the fir t

readere of this Gospel. who were Gentiles.

S Was ntgh. This accounte for the multitude,
the crowd which had followed Jesus being

increased by some great company on its way

to keep the Passover at Jeruealern. Natur-

ally the mind of Jesus ran forward to the ncxt

Passover, when H1e, the Lamb of God, was to

give His life for men, vs. 52, 53.
Vs. 5,13. Soto o greal coespony corne. The

sight moved Jeasew pity. Matt. 9: 36. He

Raih unto Phihip. lu the other flospels
(Matt. 14 : 15 ; Mark 6:; 35, 36 ; Luke 0
12) it i8 Vhs disciples who lay the case before

Jesus. Philip may have been business mana-
ger. To provo hies. JeSus pute before him

the magnitude of the problem, wa test the dis-

ciples' faith in Himself. He hzmsell kneso.
Thcoughout this Gospel Jesus le represented
as working in obedience tw a voie which H1e

aione can hear (compare ch. 7 : 8 ; 12 : 28).

II. The Bcanty Supply, 7-9.

Vs. 7-9. Tses hundred PennYaeorth. A
penny, that le the denarius, a Roman silver

coin, waa the day laborer's wage, about 17

cents. Including ths women and children
(Matt. 14 : 21), there may have bae 10,000
persona wa feed. Two hundred denarii

(834.00) would provide a scanty portion for
j,000. Andrete; often mentioned with

Philip, ch. 1 : 44 ;12 : 20-22. H1e is a type
of unobtrusive helpfulness. A lad; a littIe

boy, but how highly he was honored 1 Barleij

boaves. Ses Light from the East. Two smll

fi8hes; dried or pickled, mnerely a relish.

What are they f It was not wnrth while even

beginning wa work with s0 little--so the dis-
ciples thought. Had they forgotten the water
made wine ?

III. The Plentiful Xeal, 10- 14.

Vs. 10, il. Make the people ait doacn (Rev.
Ver.) ; as though wa get a hearty meal.

Besides there muet be no crowding about

Riem w prevent the weaker one getting their

full share. Much gras; not a desert place.
In the spring the humlides were covered with
green grass. Men..aboWlfie houand. ThE
women would ait along with the men. May

we nlot imagine somte of the children stealing
up te jeaus te receive the food from Hia own

hand ? The multitude wa8 arranged in regu-
lar conipanies of flfty (Luke 9 : 14). The

groupe with their bright colored clothing

would look like gardent beds (so the Greek of

Mark 6 : 40 indicates). Given thanka ; like a

father at the family table. He directe tbeir

thoughta to the Givcr of the stili invisible
meal. Distriested. The loaves multiplied as

the disciples passed the bread around ; and

the fishes as well. As auch as they nsesld.

In ail the work of Jesus there is abundance
(compare eh. 1 : 16). Note aiso, tuiat' hcre,
as in ail Christ's miracles, the miracle is

based on the natural, and not separated
fromthe powers of God working ail arcund

us. The same God works in both ways.

' Natui al means, Iaws and powers go just as

far as possible for tbemn, and tben the super-

natural comes in and doce wbat thcy cannot
do.'",

Vs. 12-14. Galher up the fragesL. They
muat not make Hie generosity an excuee for

thriftlessness. Tweiee baskets ; large wicker
baskets, euch as Jews carrled when travelling.
Each apostie would have one. When they

began to carry themn tbey would realize that

the miracle was no dream. When theaj had

sofa the mairacle; an impure faith, v. 30.
This ie.Ahtat prophet. Ses Deut. 18 : 15.
They used this us a title of the Messiab. They

wished to compel Jesub te declare Himelf
King (v. 15), and HIe withdrew. He wished
to give tbem Himseîf as the Bread of Life:
they, unspiritual as tbey wcre, wisbed boaves
and fishes, vs. 27, 35, 63.

IAght from the Fast
BAREarY- lastill vely commoialy growO ini

Palestine and takes the place which esa
occupies in Europe and America as provender

for horees and asses. The bread made from
it was and je stili used by the very poorest of

the people. Wben an Arab wishes tw express
the extremity of hie poverty, he wiil say, «'I
have not barley bres.d tw est."

LOAvs-The grain is, still very often

ground by Arab women between two atones,
the upper fine of which is tumned by band.

The foeur or maa in then mixed with water


