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THE TRADE OUTLOOK.

On another page of this issue will be found reports fron
leading inerchants at many points in Canada, giving their views

of the trade outlook. 'hese reports are of greait value, being
froi independent sources by men who are practically posted
about the conditions in their districts.

THE SEPTEMBER TRADE.

September was a good month for business. The crop re-
ports stimulated trade, and encouraged both retailers and whole.
salers to look forward hopefully. lhe Exhibitions ait Montreal
and Toronto attracted a large number of buyers, and the crowd
of visitors was felt in tc retail trade of both centres. In Tlo.
ronto the wholesale houses had the best Exhibition season they
have experienced in several years. "You could sum up the
situation i this way," said a leading merchant to 'HiE REviEW:
" Hopeful feeling, cautiouis buying." This was fully borne out
by reports from all quarters. In most wholesale houses the
travelers were kept in the warehouses to attend to visiting cus.
tomers, and the number of custoners who personally visited
the houses they buy from was the largest i nany years. While
moderate buying prevailed there was a willingness shown to
face the advances demanded, and the country merchants seemed
to be confident of a good fall's business.

IMPORTS OF DRY GOODS IN 1895.

T HIL Eunrevised statement of the imports and exports ofCan.
ada for thc fiscal year ending June 3o has been issued. it

only gives values, nlot quantities. Ini this way n1o exact coin-
parison can be made with the figures of the previous year, since
the change in pric:s makes calculation difficult. On the basis
of registered values ait the Custoni louse, however, ic imports
af dry goods ii :89. were about $18,146,ooo, compared with
$:9,746,ooo in' :94. The details of the dutiable imports
are as fulluws .

IRY Goolis IMP'ORTS.

Cotton, not yeld.... ..... . ...... ..... ..
Cottorn .. >lhang .... .... ...... .. . .....
C.,tton. thtrad. yamn. ets. ..... ..... ...
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This shows considerable increases in imports of cotton
goods (or cise cerely ncreased values of those goods), but de-
creases in mostly every other deparirtent of tile import dry
goods trade. h'lie imports of free raw materials for those m-
dustries allied to dry goods indicate ltat a fair mneasure of
activity has been maintaned. 'l'he imports in s895 were valu.
cd at $6,305,ooo, compared with $ç,599,ooo the year before.
lcre again the rise in values, in such cases as those of raw cot-

ton and raw wool, must bc kept in view. 'ie details are .
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