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THE TRADE OUTLOOK.

On another page of this issue will be found reports from
leading merchants at many points in Canada, giving their views

of the trade outlook. ‘These reports are of great value, being

from independent sources by men who are practically posted
about the conditions in their districts.

THE SEPTEMBER TRADE.

September was a good month for business. The crop re-
ports stimulated trade, and encouraged both retailers and whole.
salers to look forward hopefully. ‘The Exhibitions at Montreal
and Toronto attracted a large number of buyers, and the crowd
of visitors was felt in che retail trade of both centres. In To-
ronto the wholesale houses had the best Exhubinion season they
have experienced in several years. “You could sum up the
situation i this way,” said a leading merchant to THE REVIEW:
“ Hopeful fecling, cautious buying.” This was fully borne out
by reports from all quarters. In most wholesale houses the
travelers were kept in the warchouses to attend to visiting cus-
tomers, and the number of customers who personally visited
the houses they buy from was the largest "1 many years. While
moderate buying prevailed there was a willingness shown to
face the advances demanded, and the couutry merchants seemed
to be confident of a good fall’s business.
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IMPORTS OF DRY QOODS IN 1895,

HE unrevised statement of the imports and exports of Can-

ada for the fiscal year ending June 3o has been issued. It
only gives values, not quantities. In this way no exact com-
parison can be made with the figures of the previous year, since
the change in pricss makes calculation ditticult.  On the basis
of registered values at the Custom House, however, the imports
af dry goods in 1895 were about $18,146,000, compared with
$19,746,000 in 18y4. The details of the dutiable imports

are as follows ;
DRY GOODS IMPORTS.

13y). (1218
Cotton, dyed . R RS XB L 2R Y IXITTY
Cottan, not dyed.cee vevee - mvve cve cene o- [LYR ¥%} FUIRTYY
Conton ckatunyg ... SN LN Ve, u8
Cottun, theead, yam, ete. 190,104 23,842
Cotton thread un spouls 18,87, 122580
Cotton, other manufactures of ... ... L PR [ FRLV
Bracelets, braids, fringes, ete PIIRNY) RO 2
laces, collam, nettings,ete .oeee. ... . (S XS} <4793
Other fancy Roods ... v sieve cox ses . 264,36 314
Furs, manufactured ..... ... © eieee w 70401, O 117
Hats and apw, felt, silk, et . © eres TR Tet
Hats, other Kinddy  seee cover ceven coane e et 0Vl a“wean
silk, manufactures ofeiees Laeieee Lesnee 2,457 .20
Catpets, lrusselsand tapestey . .on cveen alal. 71785
Clothing . ceeee na ¢ aresi on ein @ sesece B17,5%y
Cloths, wonml ClL ... ..i.iese saase ese  ensess 258 707
Dresa goods .. . . ... cese - enesss 275709
Koitted goods ceveee senee " easr  ees  easeas [N IX 5 ]
Shawls .. .. ... L . . AN PINTY
Yarns ....... vireseee o Ty
Othier woolen guod- v eees - ('R c‘h Bu 74740

This shows consuh.mbk increases in - imports of cotton
geods (or else merely increased values of those goods), but de-
creases in mostly every other department of the import dry
goods trade. The imports of free raw materials for those -
dustries allied to dry goods indicate that a fair measure of
activity has been maintained.  The imports in 189z were valu-
cd at $6,305,000, compared with $5,599,000 the year before.
Here again the rise in values, in such cases as those of raw cot-
ton and raw wool, must be kept inview.  The detaiis are .

FREE RAW MATERIALS.

T4, 1%,4
Cottont waste ... R IR T $ (v oy
Raw cutton o ne v L A4 IR 135040
Fur slins, undrewad ... S XS NPT
{ul? oth and )am are 2,08 vi.¥ny
Wk, raw . e, f {4,453

Pogedey 119,726
1043.4%

$ 08,308
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