NEWCASTLE FARMER.

SMiscellancous.

ITONOUR TO THE TOLLING HAND.
nY J. DARE.
Alt honour to the toiling hund,
Or in he field or mine ;
Or by the lneming steam machine,
Or on the heaving hrine,
Whatever Joom, or barque, or plough,
Hath wrought 1o bless our Jund ;
Or wrought nrvund, ashave, below,
Wo owa the toiling hand.
Theu honour—honour to the toiling hand.

1o battles with the elements,
It breake the stubborn sward ;
1t rings the forge,—the shutile throws,—
And shapes tho sacial bonrd.
1t conquers clime,—it stems 1the wave,—
And hears from every strand
T'he sweetest, best of all we have,
Gifts of tho toiling hand,
Tlon honour—henour to the toiling hand.

Tur Back or Tue Horse.—If a horse’s back is unusually
long or short, which are the peculiar advantages of cither
case 7—A Buerbrr.  The following appears on this sub.
ject, in the volume euntitled * The Harse :”—* The compara.
tive advantages of a long or short carcass depends entirely
on the uso for which a horse is intended.  For general pur-
poses the horso with a short carcass is properly preferred.
He will possess health and strength ; for horses of this make
are proverbially hardy.  He will have sutlicient easo not to
fatiguo the rider, and speed for cvery ordinary purpose.
Length of back will ulways be desirable when there is more
than usual substance generally, and particularly when the
loins are wide, and the muscles of the loins large and swell.
ing. Tho twa requisites, strength and specd, will then pro-
pably be united. T'be back should be depressed a littlo im.
mediately behind the withers; and then continue in an nlmost
straight linc to the loins.  This is the form most consistent
with beauty and strength.  Some horses have a very consi.
derable hollow behind the withers.  ‘Fhey are said fo be
saddle-backed. It scems as if a depression wero purposely
made for tho saddle.  Such horses are evidenily casy goers,
for this curve inwards must nccessarily increase the play of
the joints of the back; but in the same proportion they must
bo weak and hiable to sproin.  "I'o the general appearance of
the horse, tis defect is not in any degreo injurious; for the
hollow of the back 1s umformly accompanied with a beauti.
fully curved crest. A few horses have the curve ontward.
‘They ate said to be roach-backed, from the supposed reseme
blance to tho arched back of the ronch. ‘T'his is a serious
defect; altogether incompatible with beauty, and materially
duntnishing the uscfulness of the animal. It s alimost im-
possible to prevent the saddle from being thrown on the shoul-
dors, or the back from being galled; the clusticity of the
spino is destroycd ; the rump is badly sct on; the hinder Jogs
1% teo much under the ammal ; he is constantly overreaching
himself, and his head is carried awkwardly low.

Cuaxee or Foon Necessany ror ANmars.—* Why s not
an acre of clover considered equal in fattening value to an
acro of mixed meadow grass I—Fast Kent.”—We presume
that our correspondent means weight for weight.  Accordiug
to Dr. K. Thompsan, the difierence oxists in the fact of the
arass offering more varied food than the clover. Hesays, in
Tus recent book on the fattening of animals:—* Not only,
however, is varicty of food requisite for an animal in an artifi.
cial state, it1s found also to be beneficial to oncin a condition
more akin to that of nature. 'or 1t 13 upon this principle
that we arc able to account for the superior influenco of old
natural pastures, which consist of a variety of grasses and
other plants, over those pastures which are formed of ouly one
grass, in the production of fat cattle and good mmlk cows.
To any one who cousuders with attentien the cxperiments

wluch have been detailed, there cannot 1iemamn a doubt in the
mrod thut catile, and especially milk cows, m astate of con. |

finemont, would be benefited by a very frequent and entire
change in their food. It might not be too much 1o say that a
daily modification in the diatary of such animals would be a
soundjscientific prescription.  In considering the case of the
white cow we find, that a change from barley to barley and
molayses increased the milk in three days from 21lbs, Goz. to
23lbs. 70z, ; on changing from malt to harley it increased
from 191bs. 100z. to 20lbs. 1102, on the first day; from bar.
ley to barlev and linseed, it increased from 21lbs. 20z, to
23lbs, 120z. on the sixth day; from barley and linsecd to
beans, it increcased on the first day from 21lbs. 130z. to
23lbs. 14oz.

Tur Varuve or Worys.—* [ am much annoyed by worm
castsona lawn that I have the care of ; and am recommended
to destroy them by a solution of corrosive sublimate. We
are told that every living creature as its use. 1 shall feol
obliged therefore if you can point out to e the use of the
carth worm. A Garpener.”  Mr. Josiah Parkes, the agri-
cultural engineer, thus describes the value of worms, as as-
sistants in draining :—¢ Earth worms love moist but not wot
soils; they will bore down to, but not into water; they multi.
ply rapidly in land after drainage, and prefer a deeply dried
soil.  On examining with Mr. Thomas Hammond, of Pens~
hurst, Kent, part of a field which he had deeply drained, aftor
long previous shallow drainage, we found that the worms had
greatly increased in number, and that their bores extended
quite to the level of the pipes. Many worm bores are large
enough to receive the little finger, and it is probable that onc
worm has several bores for his family and rcfuge holes from
rain. I have very recently found worms twisted up into knots,
and berthed in a nidus formed by the side of the vertical boro,
and in communication with it by a lateral holo about an inch
long, forming in appearance a comfortable retreat, My valued
and much {amented friend, Mr. Henry Handley, informed me
of a piece of land ncar the sea, in Lincolnshire, over which the
sea had broken, and killed all the worms—the ficld remained
sterile until the worms again inhabited it.  He also showed me
a piece of pasturc land near {o his house in which worms were
in such number that he thought their casts interfered too much
with its produce, which induced him tohave it rolled at night
in order to destroy the worms. ‘The result was that the fertility
of the field greatly declined, nor was it restored until they had
1ceruited their numbers, which was aided by collecting and
transporting multitudes of worms fromthe fields. Tho great
depth into which worms, will bore, and froin which they push
up fino fertile soil, and cast it on the surface, bas been admira~
bly traced by Mr.C. Darwin, of Down, Kent, who has shown
that, in a few vears, they have actually elevated the surface of
fields by a layer of fine mould several inches thick, thus adding
to the pabulumof grasses.”

Curmine Haxs.—Much has heen written on preserving
Hams. The following excelient mode of protecting them from
flies, I do not remember of ever seeing noticed: and perhaps
may mnot be generally known to the readers of your valuable

aper.
P It is simply this :—Let the last application of smoke be made
with sulphur.  Although the amount applied be not sufficient
to effect their flavor ; yet such is its eflicacy, that no other
system of defence against the mischievous attacks of flies will
be required, until midsnmmer at least, {experimentally speak~
ing,) and even those newly cut, will remain undisturbed.
‘The same treatment is beneficial in the case of cheese.
W. Haxrosp, Ja.

—Genesce Farmer.

A Dutchman once wanted to wed a widow, and his man-
ner of making kuown his intention wasas follows :—* If you
ts conlent to get a better for a worse, to be happy for a mis
scrable, and if yvou smokes and drinks ale, I shall take you
for no better, aud much worse.””  Upon which the lady said
“Yaw.”
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