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CHRIST THE KING.

A SERMON BY TIIE ItEV. W. LANDELS, D.l).
'#And hic bthi om hie vcsttr nttl et isl titigli a niaine vritteî, K ittg efkingii anti Lord of lords." -Rev. xix. 1(;.IUNDERSTAND thie text as asserting tae kingly authîoity

ot Chrlet lu the etrongeet possible uîanuar, by attribîîting
te lm supremacy over ahI tiige. lu the context li l
represonteti net only ae crowiied, but ne lîavitîg on Ilie lîead
many crowne ; anti ini ether Scriptîires ive are tohti thînt kitige
aira Iie servante, anid rîthers bowv te 111e nuthîorîty ;anti thiat
thîey pay hlim lîctuage, ivhîe exact ani receive lionina-e frein
othere. IlT'le kitige cf Tarehilh andt of the ishes bri'ng lire-
cents ; the kinge of Sîteba anti Seba offer gift. Yca, al
kitîge fahl doivn beforo Juin ahi nationîs Serve Ilimi." lie ie
the 'ý.itîce et the kinge et the cnrth, Ring ef kinge and Lord
of IelS.

In the firet place, thea tithe teetifies te Hlie pre-emitîctîtt
kinghy quahities. The truc king le net inerely the mtan wvlo
reigne, but vhioso qunhitice mark Mîinî eut for diominion. lHe
je, as the tithe itcei' imdicates, tha huet regulator, or, as wve
eay in cuir Saxon Speech, the mi vhîo can, tuic capable mnan,
tie mian who cati conîînand, net simply because lie cau wieid
the brute farce, wvhich cotnpels the wveak te cubmit, but thua
,wise anti good quahities which mnake it a privilega te obcy
Hlm, and whîo shows mcii wviat le fitting anîd beet for tliem. te
do. Wc' are far frot nsaying thînt suds quahities have been
alwnys utuited wvith thie kingiy ollice. Oitetîtimes, aRas ! tlîey,
have heen far enougli <ivorced. The wverlt1isl net alwnys
fortunate etieugli te finti its truc kings. Eithuer tliey do îîot
exist, or thîey have net beau discovere-d, or, for soine reason
or otiier, thiey cannot be liad. Tie titie lias beeti ettentiMes
berne, and the office filled by usurpers, whio, byý sul er strenfrth.
nid cunning, hiave ferceti their -way upwvarde, cr by t cspectalle

or vicions nonentities, -whîo reccivcd it by inheritaice, much,
cvii te the commuîîity, which they cruislied or bir-detîcd, but
did net goveriu, heitîg the recuit ef thecir cievaticti; but ivhet
the worhd lias been hîappy cncutgl te have the kinghy quahities
uînited with the kiîîghy fiioctions, it lias shiown by iti satisfac-
tion with tiîeir rule -whiile it lasted, by the miainer ini which
it lias pretierved thieir inemery atter tlieir deatli, hy tue epithiet
which it lias coupled with thir naines-thue it lias shown
that even in the public estimation the truc Ring je a mani,
who by Hie great and good q nahities je competent te guide
men ariglit. Tie qîtalities îvhich shouid ha aesociated -with
the kingiy office, judgying from the writing et peets and ethers,
are sudsi as these n courage vhîicll fears îîetling huit wrong;
wisdom thuat cati disceru and direct ; power te preteet the
itîtereets anti vin the hearte et othere equity of administra-
tien ; chivlarons defence et the iîîjured and the iveak ; large-
henrted generosity; a soliciteus regard for the iveltare et
Cthers, anîd n sacrifice ef self in the promotion et that noble
enîd. Tliese, and sucli ne these. are the qualities thuat betlt a
king. He -whuo je distiîguist by thuem. je royal by nature.
Be hic rank hîigh or lew, ha is a virtual king oý moni. If lie
fMI, the throne, tiiese quxaities shecd lustre on lue exaited
station, and are frauglît uvith bencfits te tha commnnîmity wvhich
lie governe; if hue niove in humbler spheres, then, so far ns
lcie l known, he wuieldeç over otiiers a kingly power, Coa-
manding their homage ini either case as ne ene ele cn
While a stern dospot weuld only excite meîu's fears, and a
wenk sentimentaliet elicit their contcropt, the truc King wuihi
excite tiueir love and respect. Because et the calumny wuhich
sometîmes assaile a inan ce distitîguished, lue may net ha at
once recegnised ; but ne sooner doemn beconie conscieus of
hie real werth than thîey instinctively pay hlim hueiage. The
name et the Second Charces bas become a by-word in the
nation, 'whicii once ce foolishly lauded him, while that et
Cromwvell emerges tram, cieude cf prejudice and shander, and i
chines like the sun in the cloudless firmament. Suclu in
and the power thîey wield inspire hemage. Tlue irst Napoleon
uvas not much et a man morally considered, but lie wvas

Poseessed of came hiagly qualities ; and thuere are feîv more
strîklng scenes recorded in histcry thanl Iie presentingh
himieit te the French army on hic retura tram BîIba,
wlien the very soldiers uvho were crdered te take himi 1
bound er dcad were ctrnck as statues hy luis k-itgly eyes.
lc speke; they breke their ranks ; they claspcd bis

Icaces. Such a tendency je cemmon. Let anjy evidence t
of the heroceh dispiayed, aud it wiil net -mil -te- elicit ian

soa dcgrce the homiago and admirationi of niankind. And
whs' jetis tendecy but an indication and a recuit of mnan's
nec of someone to govern and to guide, soeona to whoe
morc powerful. will they nmay surremîder their own? Thocir
'appiness le greatly promnoted, wvlieîx they lind eue poseeed
Of tho roquieite qualîties ; ami not a littlo of thecir misery le
ocieîcned by thocir rciidering subu)ieisir.si te tiioe whn ara
unwortlîy. \Vhat je ona ansti aIl humnan Fovcrinmetet but a
l )roof of thie, ani a proof, ton, of nmcn's înaility to pro vide
for ti îcme 1ves what thecy se inucli nccd.

Wc tiare net tlîink for a momnent of ccmipnrisng our Lord
with the mcii who liava bceau xuost distinguislied hîy the attri.
butes 'whiclî 1 hava îîaîîedl. Ilis iîncastircabia euperiority
woîîld renfler such a comparin profane. 1 hava but te
reinind you of wlizt yout hava learned before, tlitt witieqt the
noblest meni have possessce. thc qualities but partially and
iznp)erfectly, they exist lu in ini a îîcrfccted etate, in bar-
menions corubuiatieni, and ini infinito incastire. De je tho
world's ideal King, the objeot of ail its loîîginge, wlietber
they have beau rehatcd ini stery or uttercd ini sang. Its
fabuhotie heomes, or tie truc kinge wlioni it lias honoured nîcet,
alî8ncît deifying eome of theni, because of the gcod wvhich thoy
cenfcrrcd on their people, wlîctler or not thcy exisecd as
they arc acou througlî the hiaze wvitlh which distance and
romnanco have eurrotinded tlîciti-tlie2e men, so far as tlîcy
wore good, ara but darkencd and eBadowy types of the Ail.
perfect One. 11,c, coînbinied in Iliinself ail titat wae kingly ln
them, wvhiia le je exemipt froîn ail tha inipertcctious by
iihiehl tlîeir kiiîgly character vas niarred. Even ini the days
of Iie Ilesh, viîeîî Ilis cireumestances were ce, humble, lis
parents so mnua, when. lie wvas known as the carpentcr'8 eon,
the coimpanion ef fisiiermen, pub1ican!1, and sinners, a hoine.
les% wanderer, these qualities miadle theineives inanifeet
througli ail the ineannese of Rie conidition. Even nien wlio
preteude<i to <iespise Die teaching feit the inajesty ot Hlie
utterances, and confessed the presence ef a kingly niature
whcen tiîey exclaiuied, "Yvrmani spake like this ian."
Bren thoen lie exerted a power wliich teck captive mnen'a
licarts, and made thein whc liad once fait Lie influence ready
te ba bound or te die for Ilis cake, and te rejuica if tlîey were
acceuinted worthy aveuî te suifer shanie on Dise belialf. Since
tMien the nmcre stcry cf lis lite and death circulating ameng
the natieons, lias charmed and wonî the affections et mcii, and
brosîglît thin te bow in humble submnission at Hie feet, until
even the foreuîest nations cf the -world are more or lece
subject te Hic sway ; and tiiougl He centroiled the elements
ot nmatuîre, anîd asserted Mi naster, ever death andi the grave,
and by tiiese and ethier works J)reved tlîat lHe -vas possessed
et noe than kingly power, yet it was less ies miraculcue
works than Hie nmorai qualities-tîe pîîrity et If is doctrine,
the beauty of His lite, Mai itîdcscribalie moerai înajesty, tho
soul-cubdîîing influence ulîicl currounded Him as a halo andi
wcîît eut frein Ilim-tlîat gave lm lis mnastery over the
seuls cf mec. Oh, fie is the truc King! Mrie heart cf
liumanit.y, when brougrht into contact witi flim, instinctively
recognises its Lord. Tliougli muen, thîrough self-will, may
refuse allegiance, thîey cannot but feel hoW majestic, yen,
how god-like wvas flic lite ; and ln preportioe as lie je
revealed te mcii, ia that proportion muet they do him
hornage, volîintarily or by constraint. The noble seule
r*ecognisiîîg Humi firet, by reason cf their greater cympathy
wvith? Hini, wvill prestrate thetuseices befure Hiir and thus
lead the world to pay its haunuage at lMs feet, n% the inagei laid
tîteir gcld and fratîkincense tîmere. la point et kingly
quaIities there are none among the sotie cf mcii ta lie compared.
with 1-hit. Above ait kings lie ie the Kinig, et ail lords le je
thue Lord-King et kings and Lord et lords.

Then, again, tiîis passage asserts lis controi cver the
nigrhtiest and nicet exaited f mnen, for nîthcuglu hie dominion
is net ce extensive as it je destined te become, and the title
He bears lias net ini fact attained te its fuliest cigu -. n'3e, it
e, nevertiiciess, truc that aven now H1e exercices dcminion

over the kings ot the earth. Wliether or net they recognisa
His authority, tluey are etili under 111e contre]. Outward
wickcdness may cliaracterise the Stops by whiclî tlîey reaehed
'he throne ; deede cf treason or cf bIoodshed inay have
ielped and aided their succes; tiîey niay never have recog-
2ised God as having anytbing te do withi their affaire ; yet
>hey are, neverthehese, iadebted for their position te liim,
ind ut is by Hlic power and wvill nione that tlîey holà their
rown, for Ilthe powers that be are ordained cf God."' Ail
ha glo-y et kinge withers when Ife breathee upon it. At
lis will their strengeth becomes weakness, the sceptre draps


