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Iy plans for s wholealo massacre of the peo
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armves.
Eatelia cxcape by Rudolpl's connivance,

He attends & secret conclave of the Brother

houd s 1eport as to the plans of the govern

CHAPTER XV
TUE EMFLUTION.

", Gabriel,” aaid
Max, *1 will hase
to blindfold you—
not that [mistrust

- you; but that 1 have
tosatisly tholaws of
our society and the

scruples of others.”

is wasaand just
before wo_opened
Ho fold-
«d a ailk handker-
chicf over my faco,
and led mo’ down
the steps andseated

- mo in a carriage.

_the door

.- - Hegavesomo whis

pered direetions to tho driver, and away

_ wo rolled, It was n long drive. _

I observed that peculint salty and limy
st
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plane of the

e government comply, and after his
withdranat discure the coming outbreak and
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anuttinyg the name of Rudolpl
rofersud t mmply as onc of th
crhio sl huown to Maxinnhian.
the tnidat of u s

d beerr ndden i the roont o

witen coneise hustary of what
nessed and heand.
“neover hits eyes
- steen yowee -
b Mavinohan untied the han

sudden wlaro of light  Then

o hundred men.
- bas. or raised pintfann. was @
gantic stature, mashed and

anather, whos ficad, 1 noticed
was erovhed to one aule. Sl

n o level with the floor, at a table, were
wo wen who acemed tu be seeretaties
Every man prosent woro a black mash
and a long closk of dak matorial
na stood one sinnlarly shrouded, wh, 1
hought from the size aud figure, must be
the ; Mavimihan,
It was a aolemn, silent, gloomy assom-
Dbiage, and the sight of it thnlled through

wy very flesh and_ boes.

{ faces, fined upon me. T felt
were

only the eyes hved

Tho largo man stood up.

. { deed a giant.

aclf from his throno as he rose.

E @ Unmash,” ho sand.

Ha seemed to uncoil him-

ment tho mashs were gonoe and
had fallen down.

“hunber unuithe ond of - ue wectng
There was a sitfing «of tear.

velthe silence, how 1 e was evidentl,

counot chamber . and thou 1 went on e Russte Jew whe was accounted * the
exclaned !ho%

For s me ment ar tws § wa blin fidl by tho
Pecotared thore fatctien 1 coukd see (- th o] champer of e Prce of Cac

| atocal. an 1 hiad supposed, in the nuddic  bane 13 smong thon Bt first

v nnon wedtis one oof the ladersof of a large vault ur collar  Arsund the

rocm, on rudo onches. st perhaps sue
At the end on a st ol

Below himy, npon a smsllor olevation sati

frightened, but appalled, as Isaw alt thuse
-{ oyes, out of thoso oxpressionless dark

lantome, or dead mon, m whom

He was =

‘There was a rustle, and tho next mos

ard il T fanas alobe pemapced s Fis monih dos
Jerte thiy o o wan Guoked e sdes Wil mnall,
aharg penotrating and rustiesy_but the ex-
shiem was urand and

wrsund o viee it orde
St ¢ too.oned

ne

f i ks

RCeret

i nhis ganse uf brow at

atlcnee  a b T owanone © o secheads thotlook the Pouee f ¢ anes house
Praved, sod the same stonvoie anif ehey bad beor yacked fulloand not 1 Rt ae
mel f spaes wastad 18 poersun was  c dathnt ol -~ ashed the giant R
Concealing 43 reforonce tis Datella, and | unelean, Rowovor, aud the Tands amd the < Yes  rephed “he onpple -

. whom T the fong hingor-naits wire bleck with dare.
iote Broth- 1 shouid have pcket him out anywhere
T1ll m nga cery able amls rery dangersis man

e vice president of
iert to the whom the spy had spuhen—tho nameless

e ternible fopoti

as an verne tash

T hiad wit- b a of tho Brotherhvod
sound {2 hewty bhw

 Lenbriol Wolrst-me” a4id the giant, 1
the same stern, Joud raice, = cach person
w this room will now pass befare you —
Eihu ofheors faet . awd —nnder the solewn
Foath yeu have tahon — T eall upon 3 ou o
eaZuay vhothor the spy sou ran Jast night m

T ich up o the ar and foll dlose
e ke dead
deal. when he made that fatal feap
Tiart way aphii m twam
net the aet of the man . it was the prt
lot me of the body agamst the rush of thed
ash did gou e him clearly. and do ot parei sparies i€ w s the day strvang
311“»;: et will bo able t- wlontafy him > Fokd s o the soul

yos, ' | rephed: “*he faced mo for
man of yi-1newly thirty mnuies. and 1 shoubd eer-
ahrouded 1 tamnly kaow him i | aaw him again.

Bothers,  aad the president, ** you faugh

ey e then, § will now——o * tw hear suel a laugh agan - Others took
below him,  But here thero was a rush behind wo up—1it echoed all around the room
I turned toward the door. ‘Two men_could think of nothing but the e

ndkarch f

avmy

o h{ll) to break out.  Thero were_the
rounds of a strugglo: then muttered cures;
then the quick, sharp roport of o pistol - hielt
There was an exclamation of pain and
maro ovaths ; knives tlashed in tho air;
athers rushed pell mell inte tho meleo;
and then the force of numbers scemed to
trwmph, snd the crowd canie, dragging a
wnan forward o whero 1 siood, T faco
was pale as death ; tho blood streamed
from a flesh wound ou his forchord ; an
oxpression of dreadful terror glared out of
na eyes ; ho gasped and looked from right!
toleft. The giant had descended from
lus duas.  Hoe strode forward. The wretch
was laid at my feet.
* Speak” “said Cresar, *Is that the
man.” It s, Irephed.

The giant took another step, and ho
towored over tho prostrate wretch,

Near

cripple.
“And lou and Jong thoy shouted.
was not

the river.”"

as if they

crilg ple

which the Princo had vrdored to bo

the cloaks by the vico-president.

i \n-the mr, “which ~Wid o

_“were approaching tho river. Tho place
was very still and solitary, There wore
1o sounds of vehicles or foot-passongers.
"The carriago slowed up, and wo stopped.
_ %This way,” said Max, opening the
Joor of the w rringe, and leading mo by
the hand.  Wo walked o fow stps ; we
paused 1 thero woro low  whisperings.
Then wo descended a long flight of steps 3
the mr had & heavy “and subtereancan
amell : we hurried forward through a Iango
_chamber : I imagined it to be the ecllar of
aomo abandoned warchouse; the hght
camo faintly through tho bandago over
my face, and Iinferred that a guide was
eatryny a Jight beforo us,  Again wo
stopped.  Thore was more whispering
alu‘ the mttle of paper, as if tho guards
were exannning some dotument.
whispetitig was renowed ; then wo entered
and descended againa tlight of steps, sud
again went forwand for n short distance.

The

GADRIELS VAIN ATIFAL FOR MERCY.

thauk you for the great sorvico
rendered them.  Wo regrot ¢l

AR s i i
e
e | e the
assured its full
in your behalf.”

erhood can serve you,-

than bow my head. -
*Thore is one thing more,” he_conti
ued, “wo shall nsk of yous and that

to another man who will soon bo broy;
here.

10 moro vxecutions.
Turning to th

| o g ersa er 1 deit s cyes appexingly

ile had been dead. -1
s
His spring was}

The prant <tuoped and wiped Tus bloody
knife upon the clothes of the dead man
The cnprln taughed o erachl'ng, hideous

hepa Gad will never persut me

wero acufliing with a third, sho scomed tof clunnations of the fiends as the black
gates burat spen and now hardes of souls
aro fung, starthng and shricking, inte

“Thus die all the cnemics of the
Brotherhood {* cried the thin voice of the

*Remose the body through the back
door,” said the giant, *'and throw it into

“*Search his clothos first,” aaid the

hey did 80, and found tho woney

iven
Kim—it was the prico of his hlc=-an§«lsn
» bundlo of papere. Tho formor was hend-
ed over to the treasurer of tho Brother-
hood 5 the latter were taken posscssion of

‘Then, resumbyg hisseat, the gant said :
**(iabriel Weltstein, the Drotherhood
?’o\l have
hat your
scruples will not permit you to become
ong of us ; bat wo regard you as & friend
iyou asa mwn and ﬂntmlu,y

o
powers shall bo put forth

Twas too much shocked by the awlul
sceno 1 had just witnessed ‘to do more |

that you will repeat your story onco aga;‘n

13
Weo knew from Maximilian what
you wero about to tell, and wo made our
arrangemontsaccordingly, Donot start,”
ho said, “or look alarmed—=there will bo

e m{‘d_ﬁ © Rosumo

}

-§ hoow the such mesucns
{ eants fead you ning
Do onet Bave & witncas here who e alun o

|
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mueh e Tushed then © buy 1
o Qo Bue wity 1

= Becanse.” sad the analy o -

f0 you everyihing you saidand df o -
cotnal chamber fast mght, ooy - o
mmutest dotart I you had rodi

fr an inatant the huge man. ithe some {Atory o mauy  or fo unirustw aihy .
Tieast ihat hiad Jone 2 been hold back fron s § rous, there mixht boa possibihity <ha
prey. gare A leap Laward. s face reveal- witness had gieaned the facts feon;
1E nas & deer that;and that he had not beer prosent. a-
alircs plunges i dorours. { saw somu- telaima . oud therefure that you o | -
thng staning 1 rohant and wstantaneons - depond wpon what Ly sayaas s 1]
then there was the Watturs of miportance Do yon
The apy sprang the Jusnce of reasaumg
elead out of the hands that wore holding

R

e

;
R
?%T%k
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* Cortainly,” said the genoral. ** If yoy
produco here a man who can tell mo just
whoro I was Jast mght, what I said, and
what was said _to me, I shall behove thit
ho was certainly present ; for [ well know
hedid not get it from mo or my friends,
and I know, equally well, that none of
those with whom I had communication
would toll what teok plice to you or tn
any fnend of yours.”
*Ro hind enough to stand up,” sud the
cripplo to mo, I did s0,
“Did you ever sce that man beforo 1
ho asked the {;enenl.
The gonesal looked at me intently.
# Nover,” be rophed.
** Havo you over soon
ho asked me.
“Yes,"” I rephed.
“When and where 2"
¢ Last night ; at tho palace of Prince
0~in his council-chamber.”
_ “Proceed, and tell tho whole story.”
1did so. Tho general hstencd closely,
nover relaxing his scrutiny of my face
. When 1 had finished my account of the
intervicw, the cnpplo asked the genoral
whether it was a fathful nareation of
what had taken place. Ho said it wae—
wonderfully accurate in cvery particular.
“You beliovo him, then, tobo a truth-
ful witness,” asked tho enpple, *“n
tio was prosont at i

thnsman bofore ™

And all tho rest did

CHAPTER NXIX.
TUE MAMELUKES OF TIE AIR.

Tim, left the room.
_ {Thero was a pause of perhaps ten

man, blindfolded.

the roont

voico of the president, **

repeat, in_this presence, tho pled;

The air wayrory damp and the amcll
o

carthy. Again I fieand tho whisp
the ratthing of ‘\wer.
Some une with

pased through, and it scemed tobo light
edup. There were hittle movemonts and
stitrings of the ntmosphere which indicat
od that there worua number of porsons i
the room. | stood stilt -

‘Then a stern lond, voice said =
st finbiriel Weltatein, hold up

hand,
1did so. Tho voica continded
+You do mlemnlz'
ence of Almighty G 0
ments you are about to make are just au
true: that you
nether by curruption, nor hate, nor an;
other unworthy motiso ; and that you wil
tell thy teuth and

Thore was delay.
n was sent for and cane
out. Then the door was llung open, and
we entered a room in which the ar ap:
peared to Lo drier than i those wo had

awear, in tho pres-
ol that the state-

ate incited to mako them

all the truth  and to
£ tho unk

It was y
rreoted my cyes 3 a long arra;
aces, dath and toil handenced,

Tast night 1 had behold the
the Plutocracy.  Hero was tho

1

n

our right

was unrroned by cruelty
£ scous victitng

1 a systen
was not thoirs

broad brows and solemn or siniater eycs.

tho Prolotanat. The large headsat one
end of thic lino were matched by tho lango
-1ieads at tho other. A great injustice, or
series of wrongs, worhing-through many
encrations, had wrought out results that
b somo sense duplicated cach other,
Brutality above liad produced Lratahty
below ; cunning there was answered by
eunmng here; cruelty in tho aristocrat
h the workman.
High and low were aliho vietima—uncon-

Blagothat] * Brothers,” ho asked, *what is your}mado to the ropresoutative of tho Broth-
y of stern i judgment upon tho apy 1” R { erhood, who ealled upon you to-day.
with great !~ “Death 1" rang tho cry from & hun<i  Tho man said +

1 was informed by your mossong

dred throats.
that you had a communication to make

The giant put his hand in his bosom ;
thers w38 A Tight in his ternblo faco as if
ho had long warted for such an hour,
< Lift hun up,” ho sald,. © - B
Two strong men held _tho spy by his
anws; they hited him to his feets ho
whthed  snd strugglod and shricked,
but the hands that hold him wero of iron.
- Stop 17 said tho thin, stndent voico I
had heand beforo, and the enpplo ad-
anced wito the circle: - Ho addressed the.
prisoner -
“Wers you
“ Yes, yes,”

council of

council of Tiaps the les,

or war-ships, called b

Daonons.”  You mvit

return § and 1 promised nover to roveal
mortal car anything that I might sce

followed to thisplaco?” | my comnand of thoso dnugers which y

cagerly “cned tho apy.

The cri
© eritmo hear renow, and awear by the Alinigl

Ged to keep it forover inviolate.”

shallow, indffy

silly g
the past. ’

5 itlay at tho door of tho i *Spare me, sparo me, M‘ul 1 will tell you
i [hirco

- My cyes sought tho ofticers.
that M: 1l was d ised:

of rything ro f the polico
 |force were a spointed to follow, ina ear-
¥ noticed j riao, the vchicle that brought mo here, i d

of an L Thoy wore to wait Rbout until the mcet-

this you call all th
copt deathaf you utter anything that

false.
1 bowed my hiead

Wiiat brother vouches for this stran-

ger 2 ashed the same stern voice.
Than 1 heard Maximbhan.

#ai
“1 da.

vouch for lim with my hfe, T should not

havo asked to bring him—not a mem
of our Brothorhood=]

o saved my hifo; hio is & noble, just an

honorablo man-——ono wholoves his-kiud,
and would bless and holp them if hecould,
1Ho has a story to toll which concorns us
all?

* Enoughy” said tho voice, % Wo

present

Just then thero was a shght noise,
if somo vun was moving '?ne\ly towa

tho door behind 1o, by which Lhad just
entered. Then camo another voice, which
1 hiad not bofore heard—a shrill, strident,

imperious voico—3 voice that it acem
“me 1 sliould recognize again among a wi
hen  leenedout: © o

world to witness: and you willingly ac-

He spoke;
as if he was standing near my sde, fle

I 1 liad not boen walling ol s

ito this presonce.

in the council chamber of the
{‘mwe of Cabano last night! If so, toll
-~ - . ua what you saw and Tieand ™

ei’u lnsses and a largo darl
His faco, I know, was really be
1 turned to tho president,

h, and broad in proportion
arms -hung down until the
hands almost touched the

r

nd

head.

aullen and
ro
of theirown, This, thon

the dreaded Brotherhood.
u: A motoment attracted moto
rd
president.
o _was
superior.
to
il
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cxovss of cattion, as I supposed—with |ing broko up and then shadow tho tallest

1 Liad nover seen beforo Howas, |
think, not less than six fect aix inches

huces. iy
n was quito dark, almost negroid ; and
a thick, close mat of curly black hair cov-
cred his hugo head hke-n thateh, Ths
faco was auscular, Ligameutous 3 wi
¢t bars, ridges and whelks of flesh,
capecially about the Jaws and on the fore-
But the oyes fasenated me. They
were tho eyes of w wild beast, deop-sct,
laring § they seomed to shino

1o thoso of thecat.triba, withalununosity
1 said to my-
sclf-~must_ ho Coaar, tho commander of

tat bolow him;_ho had apoken to_tho

in singular contrast with hiy
Ho wasold and withered. One
hand acomed to bo shrunken, and his
head was permancntly crooked toone side.
o face was mean and sinister; two

man_to their
They are

man_and 1
candloss. iludgingg and_identify them. tano's comnail-chamber.

Tho sico-president of the Brotherhood
Jeaned forward and whispered to one of
tho secretaries, who, taking two mon with | my stery.
A seat was givenme.

utes.  Not n whisper broko tho silence.
Then thero came a rap at the door.  The
other secretary went to it, There was
whispering and consultation ; then the
door apencd and tho sccrotary and his
two compatiions entered, leading a largo
Ho- wore a military
uniform. They stopped in the nddle of

n.

“ (enoral Jacob Quiney,” said thostern
foro wo romovo
- the bandage from your oyes, I ask you to

e which involved tho welfaro, and per-
of tho ofticers and men
commanding and manning the afr-vessols,
the people * The
mo here under &
pledge of safo conduct ; you left your mes=
sengor watl iy men, as hostago for my

hicar, except so faras it might Lo necear
sary, with your consent, to do so to wam

assure ne threaten them. This promiso |

“ Rentovo his batdago,” snd the presi-

ent. )

“They did 50, and thoto atood before me
tho handsome and intelligent officer whom
1 hiad scen Jast night in the Princs of Ca-

- &ur
e ST COMNON O XS fitocravy:

you

or
to

to
or

on

Ity

41 do,” said General Quuncy,
#Now proceed,” hie sad to me,

to

toll what took place after this gentlemen
Tott. tho room.

]

1did so. Tho face of the genoral dark-

oned nto a scowl as I proceeded, and ho
fluslicd with 1ago when 1 had concluded

“Do you desire to ask the witness any

questions 17 aaid the eripplo.

“ None at all,” he replied.

Ho stod for several minutes lost in
deop thought. 1 felt that tho destiuy of
the world hung tremblingly i tho balancs.
At laat ho spoke, 1 n ow voico.
““\Who represcuts your organization 7™
ho asked.

“¢The Exceutivo Commtteo,” rephed
the president

“Who are they ! he inquired.

* Myself,=<tho vico-presidont *=—=point=
ing totho cripple—"*and yonder gentle-
man "=designatiig tho cowled and task-
od figuro of Maximhan, who stood near

nie.

“Could 1 have a
with you #' hie ashed.
Yes,” roplied tho prosident, somowlat
cagerly 1 “ como this way.” R
“All four moved to a tido door, whiclt
scemed to fead into another subterranean

hiambor ;—the enpple carticd a torch,
Wit hoto for me,” eaid Maximilian,
as ho passed me.
1 sat down. Tho cowled figures remiain:
od acated around tho walls, ~ Mot a sound
Broko the profound silenco I could sco
that all eyes wero fixed upon the door by
which the Exccutive Committeo had Jeft
us, and my own wero riveted there also.
- Woall folt the gravity of the occasion.
Five minutes--ten minntes—tifteen min-
utes—twenty niinutes passed. Tho door
opened. W thought the confercnes was
over Nojit was only the cripplo

fazo was uncovored and flushed with ex-
citement.  Ho walhed quickly to the
sccretary’s tablo; teok up pen, ink and
ppor,andreturncd tothe othereollar, clos
ing tho doar after him, Thero was &
t among the cowled figuros—

private conference

“Did any signal agreed upon ] ** Proce
witl thein ? tho cripple.

4 Yes,” the wretch roplied, conscious
that ho was giving up his associates to
cortain death, but willing to aacrifico the
wholo world if ho might savd his own Lfe,
** Sparo mo, spate e, and I will tell you

sou have
Tis great 2 ask
monstrous

the Under,

with your command,
hnow of your visit 1"
“Three,” oaixl‘ the

h tho

Such a man now waiting in the fark shadows of the! The president nedded to tho eripple, ns
hould | warchouse.” - - if by anZ‘n,o‘ D and said,
o

Y Genoral Jacob Quincy,” smd the thin,
penetrated voice of tho Vice-president of
u vinteda certainhousolast
night, on a matter of business, connected
How wmany men

goneral, witha sur
R u

whispers—oxaitement ; thoy augured that
things were going woll=—the ngreement
was to be reduced to writing!  Five min-
utes wnore pasted—then ten—thon fifteen.
The door npeucd, and they came out :—
tho gigantic Cusar aliead. All the faces
wero uncovered, and I thought thero was
a looh of suppressed triumph upon tho

f tho Commit=

priscd look., ‘‘lam

all N
o Proceed,” said tho eripple, ;
rosults toa mocting of my command

+ I would not trust myself 1o bo known
by them, 1 agreed with Princo Cabano
upon A signal between us. 1 am to_come
ta thoms, if I nded their lielp, and say s
“Good ovoning,] what time is it1' The
reply 1s, * It is thioves’ time.’ - Then 1am
to say, ' The mofe the betters’ and thoy
are to follow mef -

¢ Richard,” ajd tho cripple, * did you

until that time.”
you spoke about tho matter7”
1 may object to your questios

theman who Lmrl:mt Lies behind it.” Tho nien wero

hioar that 1
“Yes

+ Tuko six mdn with you ;lease thom] Major Hartwright.”

in tho brow-houje cellar; the “Da i

thither ; throw tho bodies in tho river. would tell
Tho man called Richard withdrew, with

Lis men, tohis v|ork of mardor. !

your atory to any ono clzo?

3y

RULKCE I

e

kY

T T R it 4 s
SR T R

morrow night ; but T thought it bettor to
keep tho mattor pretty much to mysolf

“May Lask who wero the men to whom

the
to-

said, “but that I supposo somoething im-

n,
rother, Col. Quincy ; my mljulaubgnn):

cral, Ca}\taln Underwood, and my friend,

you think any of these men

“ Certainly not. ~ T would venturo my

of the
teo. Tho commander of the Demons
looked sedato and thoughtful, likea man
who had taken o very gravo and sorious
» B

p.

Tho president reanmed the chair. e
spoke to tho secrotary.

*“You will cover the eyos of General
Quiney,” ho said.  * Tako two men with
you ; accompany him to hiscarriage, then
‘(0 with him to his residence, and bring
hach our hostage.—Genoral,” he - said,
+* good mght,” and then added meaninglys
b revoir 1

% Au reroir,” said tho general, as the
handherehicf was adjusted over his faco.

if upon their prudenco and secrvcy, nas

{To be Continved.) = ©
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