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less, andl hell-descrving, and rely cntirely and alone, upon lis finished
workc for you, as thc only grouind of hiope."I

-%Vo theil left him to consider what biai been salid andl promiseil to sec
lm soon: when we called and inquired how lie did, lie exclaimed-"O0

Sir, I arn happy now, I have given ilysclf to Jesuis. O Sir, I feel. as if
1 was ia a neiw iorld since you. showed nie the righit waiy;" and froi that
tiine to his death, hoe mis a, rejoicing, believer i the Lord Jesus, and
feit fully assured, that Ileaveii would bc his fluaii hoin. J. L.

SECRET 1'RAYER.

Our' Saviour enjoins on his followcrs the duty of secret prayer. Hoe
comiandý theni to enter into tlieir closets and to shut the dour, and te
pray te thieir Father, wvho seeth ia secret. lie, at the sanie tiaxe, ns our
pattern, sets us the exainple of praying to Cod la private. le was ne-
custonied to risc up a great while before it was dlay, andl go into a desert
place hy himseif alone, and there pour out bis hecart to bis !i'athier la
heaven.

Ail wlio revere the autherity of Christ, andl who deliglit te walk in.
bis foetsteps, practise secret devotion.

Secret l)iayer yields us a large measure of enjoyment. ut brings us
into the iuiediate presence of the ever-hlessed God. Whien '«eC are la
bis presence, realizing bis presence, lie pours ont upon us, out of bis ex-
haustless fuilness, as inucli of blessing as our souls are able to receive.
This is a bliss vastly superior to the joys of earth, a bliss of ivhicb the
poor weorldmg,- %lho seeks bis hiappiness froin earth's pleasures, knows
nothing.

Sicret prayer conforms us to the mind of Jesus. If we have inthuate
interceurse withl evil-disposed persons, '«e hecome, like, thein. 1'Evil
commiunications corrupt good inanners." If %«e, associate '«ith the good,
we shall iuost probably mmitate theni. If we have mucli intercouicse
with tixe infinitely good and hioly God in prayer, '«heu ne eye but bis
own ses uls, '«e shahl gro'« la eonformity wvith hlm. The influence of
bis presence, as well as the positive blessings, whiclh lie bestows la an-
s'«er te prayer, tends to promote this growth in resemblance to Jesus.
In secret prayer, ive are likely te unburden our whole seuls te God, so
that '«e are broiiglit under the restraining and purifying influence of bis
grace, as '«cil as biessed '«lUi abuaidance of peace.

Secret prayer fits us for usefulaess. It is in secret prayer that '«e
get courage te do our duty. Ia secret prayer we attean te a deep ia-


