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the moans of churh edification-an issue superlatively grave audpractical-a question, the decision of whieh involvest consequenoes of
almost inconceivable .magnitude. If my position be ncgatbivod, the
most we have a right to do, is, to throw the Bible among the people
and leavo tbem. to themscives. But if it bo admitted, the
orudition, the research and vigoro us t.hought, of mental laSer, in the
acquirement of Bible knowiledge, cf mxen of ago, experienco, and
talent in tho ranks of faith, inay have, and Sy divine law wilt have
ali their power throwvn ïinto tlic seule on the sido of truth. XVhat a
host of tongues, movcd by liearts purilled by tlic knowledge and the
love of God, and the hope of the gospel, and truc heaven-born plail.
anthropy will plead the Lord's cause with the~ persuasive eloquence of
faith and love ? or Se silent-as this question m.ay bc decided.-
And ail this xnay bo said, with more than a, show of propriety, te
depcnd upon the construction we put upon a single scrap of sciiîp- i

turc, viz., Eph iv. 11l; for it is elcar that if this text confines ev.un-
gehists, pasters, and touchers to the apostolie, a goa, thera is ne other
toxt thiat eau ensure thîcir continuanco; thorefore a careful examina-
Mfon cf the objections brouglit agirinst my use cf thut text, and cf tho
text itself, is the design cf thuse few pages. 'And now, goutte rcader.

Isalpoéecil without further proamblo, and it is your business te 'I
judge and decide for yoursehf.(

Sec Ephesians, iv chap. from,1 l te l4tli verse. It was objected,
Ithîatevangchist,;, pastors, and touchers Seing inentioned iu the sanaie

connexion ivith aposties vud prophots were uccessarily confiuod. te
jthat ago, and must cf course Se withidrawn ut the sane time. But

I kuowv ef ne rule or usage ef language te sustain this objection, or
which maltes it a necessary consequence in speaking cf gifts or
favors thati every item xnentioned in the saie connexion must bo
withdrawn at the sanie time ; but I can, think cf instances enough
where it is net se. For instance, we spea1ý cf theO Dower whi(,h a
father gives a danghter and we mention a score cf articles, sonie cf
them frein their nature and use expeeted te fail in a weelr, whileb
others will natlurally last for mauy yeârs. It is therefore entircly
dependent on the nature and use cf the différent items, how long
they are te continue. In this case, the body cf Chriât is the destina.
tic» cf the gifts, and they maust b'e manifested somnevhero frcns ira
commencement te it,. perfection; and wbetber they shall be found in 1j
e very eg, or ini oue generation only; ia cf course dependeut upon

jthe place they occupy and the funetions they performa inthe body.I


