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BIZOTHER OLipiHANT ,:-T arn sorry to conclude froni your i'eeent
address to the readcrs of your paper, that mauy are in arreaS, aTld
that the prospect looks dark for its continuance. Why is it So ? that
people have so little taste for religious read ing? ilany of the iiis-
cellaneous papers of the day eau boast of their ton thousand subscri-
bers ývho pay down for the paper. and', only regret that the lycar is
so near gonc. Mainy professed Chîristians take tlîein as wvell as
inany of tlic Magazines of the day, whieh abound in fiction, or if
trutis, truths of no other good quality than the arnusing style in
which the talc is told. While many a religious paper bias to go a bcg-
ging ali its life, and finally die for want of suppurt!

Lt scems to mie as if 1 sbould hardly know how to keep bouse ivith-
out oiw--or more religious papers. I already take five, (ail religions,)

stili wish for more. I take a religions paper for the foliowing
reasohs
f st. I ivant more k-nowledge of divine things, and in addition to

jthe study of the iBible, I eau learn nmuch by con-vcrsinig wvith others.
IBut more by listning to, the servants of the Lord as they rightly di-
Ivide the word of truth. But where I have the instruction in a reli-
gions paper, 1l eau often be rerninded of religions trutbs, which might
otherwise be forgotten.

2nd. I want to kchowwhvlat is going on in the religious worlu, WMen
I read of the prosperity of the cause in other places, I arn refreshied

1and stirred up to greater dilligeuce inyseif.
3rd. I want rny clîildren continually under the influence ofre-

Sgious instruction. And what is better for them to rend wheu not
reading the iBible, thau a religious paper.
* 4th. nWhen called on by fricuds, I love to treat theni with the Bi-
blhe, aud a hiaîf a dozen weli edited religions papers.

T ruc, I arn sonietinies pressed to find ineans to pay for so rnany
papers. Then I encourage myscîf by asking what is more important
than religious instruction ? A.nd how eau I obtainit more easily thanl
by availing rnyself of flic labors of others.

But people somuetimes say, I can scarcely -et tirne to rend tlic
Bble now, aud if I have so manch religions rcading on band, 1 arn

afraid I shall negleet the Bible altogether. But that is a inistaken
idea. The more we rcad, and hear, and converse ou religions sub-
jeets, the more we shall be stixnulated to read tie Bible.

G-i ve us rny dear brother, a few essays ou the importance of readîng
religious instruction. Do not be diseouraged ; the cause wc plead is
wortliy of our untiring efforts.

But let me ask, Is it truc that the brotherhoud lu Canada cannot
support one religtious paper ? Or are they not pleased %vith the Chr1 is-
tianz Banner ? Or have thiey no love for religious reading ? If the
latter be the eaûise, thon Ilcry aloud a-ad spare not ; lift up thy voice
like a trumpet, and show the people their transgressions and the
bouse of Jacob their sins."

But I must close this hasty -note. Peace ho with thee. dear
Brother. A. B3. GitEEN,.


