his own managem.nt.
a Saturday afternoon, when there was wo
school, I have waited for him to call and
gv on a fishing excursion over to Mason's
pond, according to his promisc—waited,
and waited, and waited, until 1 lost ull
my patience, as well as most of my good.-
humor, and went off without him. He
was sure to disappoint me as to the time
of fulfilling his promiscs, though he was
surc to come some time or other.  If he
was sent on an errand, with particular
instructions to be in haste, something
would detain him, so that the crrand
would not be done-in scason,

* Tom’s habit was sometimes very cx-
pensive, both to himself and to others,
One day, he and his siste* were spending
tho afternoon at my fa‘her'ss It was
during the summer season, Toward night,
dark clouds began to gather, and one or
two reports of distant thunder were: heard.
My mother thought her young visitors
would do well to start for home, for fear
they might be overtaken by the storm.
But Tom thought there ¢ would be plenty
of time” if they waited a little while
longer. They did wait.  Finaily, how-
ever, Tom was ready to start. My mo-
ther lent him an umbrella, and begged
him to walk as fast as possible. They
had not left the dvor three minutes before
the rain began to pour down in torrents,
and both Tom and his sister, who had
hatfamile to walls, were drenched through
and throngh, ‘They reached home 2s wet
as two drowned rats,

I said, a fow moments ago, that Tom
himself didu't know how he came to he
uniformly ot of time in anything that
he did. Now, in this respeet, T must
give myself eredit for being o little wiser
than my okl school-fellow. I think I do
kaow, It resulted from his systematic
and persevering habit of putting off things.
Let me show you exactly how he did it.
He was not ready to do anything at the
instant when it ought to be done. Ie
waated to think about é when he ought
to boe doing . 1le lay in bed, lazily and
foolishly, when he ought ¢ be gotting up
and dressing. That was the reason, you
so¢, he was late at breakfast and late at
school. It was just so with the lessons
he had to lcarn out of school-hours. Iie
was thiuking of getting the books, when
he ought to be conning over the lesson.
He was absolutely never ready for the
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he was loft by his parents to depend on  lesson,  After tea, at night, his mother,
Many a time, oni perhaps, wonld remind him of his  task.
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sces that light, hie gives it a*t wide berth,”
to- use a suilor’s phrase—he Recps out of
its way. That is preciscly the ‘reason [
have told you the story, my boy. T have
set up Tom Staescll as a lighthouse..  So.
sce to it that you do not let your vessel
run on to that const 3 for it is & danger-
ous one, There are breakers in that
divection, If you strike on. them, you
are sure to be wrecked. Doun’t put off
things.

But the veply wouid be, ¢ Oh, there's
time encaghs™ and <o he would amuse
himeelf with some boyish sport.  By-and
by, it wanted only an hour of bed-time.
If he wae again reminded of his Yesson,
the same answer would be ready,
¢ There's plenty of time.” Awid so, very
likely, the lesson would not be learned
until the nest morning, and then, of
course, hurriedly and bmperfectly, if at
all.

How true is the sentiment in that line
of poetry, with which almost cvery bey
is familiar, ¢ Just as the twig is bent,
the tree's inclined ! Towm was uever bro-
ken of his habit. It followed him all
through his boyhood, and after he became
a man’it stuck to him as closcly as. if it
had been one of his most cherished
friends ; a9, indecd, Lhalfsuspectit was,
Tom hasnever been successful in busi-
ness, not because heisdetictent in indus-
tey, or judgment, or forexight, or anpli-
catica—Jor hie has all these qualities—Dbut
simply because he i3 not ready to do
things in scason, Lut persistently anl
invariably pats them off. 1lle can not
close a bargain to-duy, when everyhing
about it is a3 plain xs the nos2 ona man's
face, but pats it off (il to-morrow : *¢ Well,
why will 10t to.-morrow dv about s well 27
Aboat as wail!t The very way voa ask
the quostion show., that you don't budesve

ANCIENT ANTIQUITIES.

Nineveh was 15 miles long, and 40
round, with walls 100 fret high, and thick
enough for three chariots.—1labylon was
60 miles within the wulls, which were 75
feet thick and 300 high, with 100 brazen
gates.—The largest of the Pyramids ic
481 feet high and 763 feet on tho sides;
its base covers, 13 acres.  The stones are
about 30 feet in length, and thclayers are
206.—Thebes, in Faypt, presents ruing,
27 miles round.—\thens was 25 miles
round, sne contained 25,000 citizens and
100,000 slaves.~The temple of Delphos
was so rich in donations that it was onee
plundered of £10,690 sterling, and Nero
cartied from it 500 statues,

NEAT I'ROM THE STARS.
The Tv'e Do Tarvdacr says: Tt isa
startling fact, it A the earth were dew
pentont on the sua fur hicat, it would not

0y s . o ~eyord \l. 1 et
it is quite as woll. Then why not to-day 2} #71 L1371g0 to masce the existence of
anieact aad vepretal Ie live upon its surfuce,

But the fact is, to-day is every way Detter
thau to-morrow. Perhaps something may | Tt re -t rom theacsearehes of Pouiliot,
oceur to prevent its being accomplished | that the s'axs fezabh beat eaough i the
after to-day.  Besictas, lot mo tell yon o, OMr 2 of ayearto melt a st of ice 75
seeret + * Po-morrow,” with Tom Stan. | f3et thivk—alianst as much 3 i3 supplied
sell, and men of his character, iy only! by the sen. .T:‘:—f wmay appear :trange
another word for  some other time,” and ! wheh we eonsider how imensurably »malt
that time, * other time,” is akmnost suge ! Wust Le the amount of Leat received from
never to come. any onc of these distant bodies.  Butthe
told you this @ Serpr -2 vanishes whon we rememler thag
. 0 whele finmamen: i3 0 thickly steew.e

Now, boys, [iave not
story because I thought it might catertain 3 ti
you; still less have I told it bocauss I with stavs thal in gyma placia thousands
take pleasure in pointing out the defectsy are crewlel togaker within a space no
in people’s characters, I have told it for graater than that cceupied by the fell
the same reason that lighthouses are creet- » moon.”
ed. ! T

Our government do not pat up a light. A TIASTY TEMPER.
house just bocause it is arather handsoma,  Fight hurd against a basty tamper.
structure, and its light is pleasant to be- | Anger wil come, bat resist it strongly.
hold in a dark night. They build the A spark may sit a housec on fire. A fis
light-house to show the mariner, as he|of passion may give you cause to maven
approaches that coast, that thero is dan. , #l the dags of yourlife. Never revene an
ger on that shore.  When & wisg captain | MLV T P




