
THE LAMP.

transformeci into the a.cimage fromn

gloqry to glory, eveîî as fromn the iMaster
Spirit." (2 Cor. iài : 8) Il 1 have hallow-
ed this holise, wiili thou bias bujit,
(the rnind-body) to put niy naine there
for ever, and mwcn cy-es andi i.'ze zea; t
shall be tliere perpc)tually." Il 13ut if ye
shall turnl away fromn following nie.c

.. this bouse, which 1 have hallowed
for my naine, wvili I cast out of mn) sighlt."

DELIVERANCE THI?OU(;H
KNOWLEDGE.

It is a sayi:.-,g of the old Sages that
the Tjîiversc exists for thc sake of the
Soul's experience. Sonie nîay have
lield the idea thiat ù.znlorance is the
miother of devotion, 1but ail the grcat
teachers of niankinid have taughit the
importance of a right k-loNNledue, and
b'ave declared ignorance to be the cause
of every cvii and sorrowv that affiiets
inankind.

Ini the Hebrew Seriptures the prophet
laînenting over the miseries of lus na
Lion, says: Il"My people are destroyed
for lack of knowiedge."

The Christian Scriptures set forth the
s~anie idea of the darkening of the minci
by ignorance, and the dispellingf of that
darkness hy the light of kiowvlcdge.
Jesus is said to have niourneci over
Jertisaleirn, saying, 'If thou liadst
known the things that iwake for thy
peace, but thou kniewest îiot the day of
thy viitation."

Týhie Sages.of other religions teach
the saine truth, for truth is one and in-
divisible. Patanjali says tbe cause of
uman 's inisery is ignorance. Man bias

Spermitted wvhat lie calîs the conjunc-
ture of the soul with the niaterial uni-
verse to take place; his higher nature
lias fallen beneath tie sway and domnin-
ance of the lower, and until this con-
juncture ceases andi man caxi isolate bis
spiritual nature fron le-le material en-

Svelope lie wvill ever be the victirn of rest-
hessness aîîd desire. In hini w~ho, knows
the difference betwveen the nature of

Ssoul and minci, the false notion regard-
ing tbe soul cornes to an end.

l'he Lourth Chapter of the Bhagavad
G ita, the Hindoo Gospel, teaches the
importance of Spiritual kno'vledge as a

means to devotion. Lt calis tbis kniow-
Iccige exhaustless and eternal. To mnake
this knoNledige- manifest bias bcen tie
cause oU ail >vilnci(arniation. Krishna
say s He incarnates froin Age to Age for
the preservation of the just and the
establiiniig of righiteousness. I n Liglit
on the Path the importance of obtainîing
kiovledgec is set forth. WVe are exhort-
cd to the stud), ou the present illetîng
hife, and to try to understand its consti-
tution and ienigthat Ye may be
able to reaci the larger word of Life.
ILi'lTie Voice of tue Silence, a book fui]
of Soul trutlis, the Sage lamients-' 'Alas,
Alas, that ail meni slîouhd possess Ahaya,
be one %%ith, the G3reat Soul, and that
possessing it, Ahaya shoulci so little
avail thern !" Ignorance is likened unto,
"a closed and airless vessel ; the sou],

a bird, sliut up %vithin. It warbles miot,
nor cami it stir a featber, but the song-
ster mute axîc orpici sits axid of exhaus-
tiori dies." Our mid, by îvhich wve
conîtact tlîings of time anîd sense, is
represeîîted as a nîirror. If we would
allowv Soul to miaster Mid, tbe mirror
would be lielci still, so tbat it would
reflect clearly spiritual trutbs, but witlh
most of us this mmid or mnirror is con-
tinually amitated so that %ve get blurreci
and distorted views of our great spiritual
inheritance. 'l'lie surface of the lake
when perfectly calin reflects clearly tbe
beaveîîs above, but broken up by winds
aiffd stormns everything is in confusion.
Onîe renîarkable expression ini The
Voice of tbe Silence needs to be wel
considered : IlStudy the voidîîess of
tbe seemning fuIl, tbe fullness of the
seenîing voii."

St. Bernard, iii speaking of the im-
portance of a righit motive in seeking
kiiowledge, says - IlThere are some wvho
desire to know for the sole purpose that
they may kiiow, aîîd it is curiosity ; and
soie who desire to know tliat tlîey may
be kiîo'n, andc it is bo'se ambition ; and
sonie wvbo desire to know that they may
seli their kmîowledge for wealth, andi it
is base avarice ; but there are sorne also
wvbo desire to kiîow tbat they may he
edified, and it, is prudence; andi some
wbo desire to know that tbey may hielp
others, andi it is chiarity,."
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