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order into whici Vhs classof the animal kingdfom. is divîded by
.N'tu<il.~sand of every size from. the gigantie White-headed Eagle

and great lxorned Owl, to the littie tree-creeper and tiny humming-
bird, which darts through tixe sunbeams on invisible wings and
hixuriates amnong tixe liey-yielding flowers, and of almost every
hue whiclx the brush of the artist eau paint. But many of these
birds careùully avoid the presence of man, and love to d1well in the
niost retired and unbrokien recesses of the wild Woods; naturally
p)referring sucli places, to clertred. fields and cultivated scenery. An
occasional glixupse of their elegant forms and gaudy plumage is
sometimes obtaincd, by the -,vatchfiil natu.ralist, as they flit from,
brandi to brandi, and suildexily disappear amid thc denise foliage
of tie surrounding vegetation, as if afraid that a close inspection
would prove fatal to ticir wvild native freedoin. It is consequently
difficuit to attain a certain liiowvledge of their habits, and thle faxu-
ilies andi gencra to whici tiey belong; thougi tic greater part of
Viem beloiig to tic Passerine, (migratory) order. I these re-
scarcies, hioNvever, the pcrsevcring naturalist frnds lunch for uis
active spirit to work upon. Rie înay 1)luuSC inito thxe labyrinth of
pathless Woods, and brush-covered s'wanxps, or marshy grounds,
encounter untold difficulties, and suifer îniany disa-pIpoinltment and
disconi~forts, arisixxg froxu the obstructing niaterials lie ineets witli
and tic vast swarms of Vormentîug inscts which, assail every step)
of us progress; and having, periaps, obtained a fcw specimens,
dliscovered and examined some nests, and coflected a confusedl mass
of information relating to Ornitholog1y, lie must breatie over Vhem.
lis own creative spirit, A'r tliey are exposedl to the vulgar gaze.
1V will therefore be secn that tie path of tic 0anadiaôi Natu.raiist,
wio would attempt to reveal the mysteries of Ornizhooýyy, though
by Ilim pursued with pîcasure, is often a difficult and thoi-ny road.

But whiat can bc more dleligit-fuil, to an intelligenit and educatcd
nxind, than a morning, walk Vhrough our Woods and fields in tic
early part of Sunimer. Tic sun is just rising above the eastern
hiorilon, VIe dlew is beavy on the vegetation, thc air is cadi. and
thxe emcrald foliage and blossons with whlxi the Woods, and orchards
are Clothled, reiider tie scene delightful ; but above, ail thc varied
melodies of our wild birds, wniclx greet tic car on every side, en-
rapture and delight tic student of nature. Prominent aitoxxg our
feathlered songstcrs at thîs early hour, is Vie IBobin, flic Bluebird,
tlieSougthrush, and Bulfincli; the son-, w/ti.t.liq,ndWoodIsparrows,
thecFly-catcher, and tic twittering Swailow, wliile as' the dlay ad-
-vances, tic twittering notes of the Wren, tlie war cry of tie Ring-
bird, Vie pîcasant lay of tic meadow Lark, the soft nel ody of Vhe

Scir't TEIacand thc llute-likie notes of the Oriole, intermirgledl
-witlx thc warbliug of lesser songsters areclicard echoing tirougi Vhe
:fields and woods. And again Nlxcn the solar orb is sinking ini the
western sky, and the shadles of cvening Approach, the feathered
tribes pour forth their sweetcst notes to fihe dcpartixig day. Not
even wien Vue last rays of the setting sun have ceased to alluminate
the western hozizon, and the dini twilight lias 'wrapt in its dark
folds the surrounding landscape, noV even tien are tlefeatierea
tribes -wholly silent, for tien the Owl sends forth his gloopxy notes


