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P()plar ggﬁls of Hogs. *

ALL our varleties of swine have dessended from
the wild Log, a ereature ns different from Lis pork
und bacon-prodacing progony as enn well be ina-
gined- The wild boar 1§ everything almost ilat a
pig raised fob meat and profit should not bo r=un-
ptolific. of slow growth. Whickskinned, deficient in
16in find I, toarge in bair, Inrgesboned, and as for
his flogh, it Ims beon well §nid. it is * much praised,
bitt varcly eaten.”  In texture and flavour the flesh
of the wild liog iz as different from thiat of the domes-
tictted animal ag ean well beimagined.  Much aiten-
fion has boen diveoted of lale years to the improve-
ment of dvery speeies of farm stoek, and in no diree-
tion has progress hren more marked or surcess more
triamphant than in that of the dowestic hog Ry ju-
dicions ¢rosSing and oarefsl breeding o cgmplote

revolufion has heen broaght abont in the apprar)

ante, quality. and ¢ven habits. of this animal.  The
old English hog, generally yellow-white in colour,
gométimes spotted with black: a evarse and ugly
brute, though hardy, prolific and sometimes with high
feeding reaghing a great weight, has been almost ex-
tinguished in the 61¢ conntry, and now avers county
has its favgurite hreed which s cherished with high
favour. and exhibited with just pride, Great emulae
tion exists even among British labourers, in the pro-
duction of the finest specimens of the porcing raze

In sonie logalities, there are periodical pig-ehows af
which prizes are given for pigs belonging o working
men, with rules that exclude shop-keepers auid small
tradesmen, ag well 23 the entire bady of farmers. both
proprietor and tenant. The West Piding of York-
shire i3 the theatre of the Keenest competitions for
pig-rearing fame, and a pig-show in that vegion ie
aaid to be a spectacle well worth going far to see. A
row of hogs of fine build. in first rate condition, as
white as so°p and watar can make them stretchod
on beds of clean straw, awaiting inspection and
award, and oftan puzzling the judges how to deeide
the question of superiority, while the vespactive
ownera and their friends and ucighbours hold ani-
mated discussionand wait the issne in eagersuspense,
altogefher makesup a scene of no little interest | while
the practical resulig have heen most beneficialin vari

ous ways Not only hasavery general improvement of
this species of stosk been brought ahout hnt many

weavers, wool-combers. and artizans keep a good pig |

in the sty, who would otherwise have heen at fhe es
pense of keeping n fighling nr rmWhit-canming dog,
or mayhap a 1ot of game fowl
for cotk-pit purposes. Good
flitches of loinc-fed bacon
and large well-cured hams
adorn the cottage walls and
supply the family table with
many arelishing meal. Money
is savéd to by fine young
sows withapedigree, and those
who cannot do this will save
up their guinea for the use of
a prize boarfor their common
sow, dnd gradaally work up
her progeny to a high pitch
of ¢xcolience.
Wesh~.:1ike to s more
of this spitit manifesting jt- |
el among the furmers of |
Canada W bave referred
tu the rase of tha British pea-
santy whose farnings are v
tremely small in the great ma-
jority of instances, to show

tions of stock are oonocraed § bot it is within the
poter of every indusirions fhrmer to improve his
breed of pigs if ke will. There is pleaty of choice
stock within rench at moderate pricos, and we know
of several eaterprising pig-breeders who complain
that they meet with very little encouragemént® in this
branch of agricultaral enterprise, 80 Vinitod is the
demand for improved hogs. After importing valua-

blr animads at great expenge, their neighbours twill
drive their sows a considerable distance to be served
by a wretchedly conrse hoar at half a dollar. rather
than give a conple of AoNars or go, for & service fo be
had at their own dour, that would freble the value of
= gingle litter Lesides Inying a foandaiion for the per-
manent improvement of their herd of swine.  Mean-
{ime what wreiched eagicatures of the genng * Sus ™
do we oftcn meet with, wandering the highwags,
reaking Jdown fensee and alwnys managing to
intride themsrives just where fhey are not wanted.

| We present above o cut which every candid reader

mast acknowledge 10 be a fauhinl hkeness of the
animal he has often met in bis fravels up and down
the country.

We ars nshamed to say that this must be adduced
ng the first on the list of popular breeds of hogs 1t
is popular in the sensc of being widely -diffused. just
28 we speak of popular errors and popelar delusions,
of both which, by the way, this * critter ™ is an cx-
awple. Womuast suppose moreover. that this breed
is popuniar in the sensc of being generally estecined,—
elsr why is it so prevalent? As for its name, itis
variously kaown as +‘land-pike,” “ vacer,” " alli-
gvtor-bog  “shingle pig.” and —must we say it—
i1 Some sections of the American Stock Market these
pigs are siyled  Canadian runte’  This notable
animal, ¢ ortimg =0 many alinses, will consume an
almozt cndless amount of cors o1 peas, and afford little
else but gristle in return. s rating proponsitics

degeneracy he exhibits from the model pig of tke
creation which his Mnker pronounced “good,” and

! whiteh weas ineluded in the trathfal declaration, He

hath made everything besutiful in his fime.” This
brute may be seen in perféction by any California-
bound traveller a8 he or65ses the Isthmus of Panama,
and if he mnst exist anywhere, let hin e dodred 1o
poke lis horrid noze for ever into the slimy mud of n
tropical swamp and inhale its recking malarial

We tmm with a gense of relief from the mongrel,
worthlese animal just deseribed, and would now ¢all
attention 1o some breeds that are desérvedly popular
among intelligent and experienced hreeders of farm
stock. We confine ourselves to such varietiesashave
been tested in thiz conntry, and can be readily had

1hy all who wish to become possessed of them, It

may be ag well to giate here that pigs are divided by
farmers and buichers into three classes, viz. : large,
medium or middlc. and small, which are represented
by something like fhe following weights: Large
breed, from 600 to 1,000 1bs. ; middle breed, from 400
{0 500 1bs. ; and small breed, from 200 to 300. There
are improved varieties in all these classes that may
be selected according to the taste and circumstances
of the breeder. Our next illustration represents a
handsome and fat specimen of the Improved Fssex
breed.

This vaviety is one of {he best of the small breeds,
and yustly celebrated as producing pork and hams of
the first quality for fashionable markefs. It is very
vainable as a eross for giving quality and maturity
to pigs of a coarserkind. The original Essex pig was
a very different animal from his improved progeny.
The late Lord Western made the first improvement
by the iniroduction of Neapolitan blood, and the
celebrated Mr. Fisher Hobbs followed up his lord-
ships zood beginning, until {he present excellencies
of thc brecd became established and recognized.
Cver since 1840, when a boar and séw bred by Mr.
Tiobhs carried off the firet prize in their respective
etasses, the Improved Tssex breed bas taken a high
position in the estimation of all competent judges.
Early maturity and an excelleat quality of marbled
meat are the chiet merits of this breed. With age
taoy attain conmderasle weig.t, and often make
500 1bs. at two years old.  Bet ihey are most profita.
ble fatted at half that ags or less, when they readily
mahe porkers of 200 to 300 Ibs.  The chief defest of
s breed is an eacessive aptiwde to fasten, which,
unless countiratad by exerese, retards the growth

are very unfnicudly to porh-making e nas ucver |f-f the young pigs. and dimuushes she fertitaty of tho

breeding sows. Indeed, an
Essex sow cannot be de-
pended on for a large litter
unless she is in low condition.
A prejudice has insome quar-
tersarisen against them feom
ignorance of this faet. This
breed is quite hardy in this
country, standing the winter
well, and may doubtless bo
<onsidered at the kead of tho
small breeds. The Suffolks,
"a well-known white variety,
are preferred by some to the
Essex, chiefly, porhaps, from
the colour This is, however
wholly a matter of taste, mince
the EFssox, when scalded and
. cleaned, B as while as aay

other hog  These tv o breeds
=: are about the same size, and
have mauy characteristies in
. common, hut our impression

what -can be dono even in

straitened circumstances, where there is 1 tpirit of | fatfed except at = dead loss, and has done more to | hardy as well as the

-

is that the Essex is the 'more
more profitable. The chief

improvement and emulation at work Many of cur | hring ‘he pork-trade down and discourage tho farmers | breeders of Essex hogs in this country are Daniel
farmers plead poverty as a reason why they canuot | from =aising pigs for market, thanhcever did towards { Tye, of Wilmot, J. Cowan, M. P. P. for Waterloo,
buy improvel animals for Lreeding purposes. Thiz, fecling fle hungry or increasing the returns from | Thomas McCrae, of Guelph, and Henry J. Boulton,

may, in many #0808, apply =o 1 as (e largor ceseTip

prolaciive industry. TUely as sin itself, what alof Humberford.



