32

FOREIGN AND COLONIAL CHURCIH NEWS,

charaeteristic of the perind underreview. T
will sele -t four.—1, The extenvion of tho area
of our Missions, 2, The introduetion of the
prinaple of self suppurt into Missons, 3,
The native wmpisry, 4. The movement 1n
the public mind of heathendom
Christianity,”

The speaker proceeded at considerable
Iength to enumerate the various stations of
the Chureh Missionary Socicty in Africa, the
Mecditerranean,  Western, Northern, and
Suuthern Indin, Madagasear, China, and
North-West America. He then proceeded:

.\ <econd marked characteristic of missions
during the last twenty years, is the introdue-
tion nf the prim‘irh‘ of sclf-sugport in the
oldermsions of the socicty. In Sierra Leone,
during the second deeade, the experiment
was made of easting upon the people the sup-
port of their elementary schools, for which
the Se aery was pay ing cight hundred pounds
a-year. This sumithe Society proposed to re-
duee gradually by one-fifth each succe-sive
vear. The people asseinbled in thewr several
congregations, and determined to raiso tho
whale sura in the first year, which they havo
continued ever sinee.. During the third de-
cde, the support of their native pasturs was
thrown upon them. They willingly under-
tonk the responsibility of ninc pative pastors
at six hundred pounds a-year, and immedi-
ately raised thewr stipends by a eonsidirable
inercase.  And after thus nobly providing for
the education and ministrations of the native
Churchy, they hayve contributed more iberally
than everto the Bil eSoriety and the Churc?l
Mizsinnary Society, raising for these works
two hundred pounds a-ycar over and above
their pative pastoral funds, Such peeaniary
exertions surely bespeak a peuple of some
weaith, Undoubtedly the nezro hasa bead
for bu«iness and 2 heart for rehyon: and let
the facts which the West African Mision dis-
einses answer the silly speculations of the
present dav as to his position in the intelh-
gent creation. (Cheers.) In New Zealand
the native contributions in laud praduce, and
money, for, tho endowment of the native
Chureh have been very liberal in propoertion
tn the means, and to the fact that up to this
time all the unordained native teachers,
amaunting to several hundred,are gratuitous,
warking for their support in their cultiva-
tions white they minister to their couuntry-
men,  (Clheers)  Their contributions are,
therefore, in the forin of endowments for an
edueated migistry and for a native bishoprie,
In South India the contributions of the na-
tive eonverts have heen hitherto devoted to
various henevolent and mis-ionary purposes
for it was thought hetter to introduce among
them the babirof giving 10 that form. But
within the Jast few yeurs the support of na-
tive ?.:Mors has been proposed to them, and
thov haye willingly responded to the appeal ;
so that in one district the veieran missionary
Thomag reports seventeen congregations
ready to support as many native pastors, and
other uci;zhgourin:z districts would more than
doublo that number. The native churches
in Tinnevelly raise thirtcen thuusand five
hundred and seventy -fuur rupces annu-
ally for religious and benovolent purpoves,
which mcorsmg to the value of mnney osti-
mated by the wages ef labour would beequat -
alent to seven thousand poundsa-yearin this
country, or seventeen and six-pence for every
Christian family amonﬁ a rural aad labouring
Ropulnhon. In eone village containing four

undred familics, the contributions last sear
amounted 1o a sum cquivalent 1o two pou.ads
for ~ach famils. I nced not dwoll on the

rodigious advance beyond the first stage of
Misstons which such results exhibit, por ap-

towards

on the healthy tone, independent acti n, and
self-extenxinn whaeh will always chara terise
self-supporting churches, The great wyurn-
ty, indeed, of our native congresatioge g
other Missions has e not reached the wiv isore
of contribution in Sierra Leone or Tinnevelly,
But the principle being established n the
Missions of the Society, the practiey mijl
gradually prevail as churches are anle to
adoptit. Ilnmv cometonthird greatini-sion-
ary result which has oconred dunng thae dast
twenty years—the suceess of the expeniment
of the native mnistry. At the comnvence
ment of the period now under review a1 ative
ministry was regarded as an experimeut, to
be cautiously entered upon, with a fone da-
congtoand a Europcan supenintendent  The
Socicty has now hald the expericnce of ubout
cighty ordained native teachers i nearly all
the Missionsof the Society, und every yearhas
givon accumuliated proof that they are en-
abled to fulfil the ministey they bave teeary.
ed of the Lord. Sume have proved puowerful
preachers, able to hold the attention and to
edify the largest conzregations, other- have
beon shilful and wise pastors of o flock
and the helpers of their finth. Judeed by
tho Anglo-Saxun ideas they urc sou. uimnes
ronounced unable tostand atonc, but judzed
gy 2 larger and wiser rule, they are tusd
to be fully qualified for standard bearcrs inag
pative Church, and their efliciency will 1p-
crease in proportien as they are 1nstrudied in
in biblical hnowlcdge, and accustomed to
co-operatein council and in the ecclesiustical
administration. (Cheers,) In New Zealand
three annual Synods have been held 1o the
divceso of Waiapu, at which native mimisters
and lay members of the Church sat 1n de-
Liberation, and passed canons, and the Lishop
yronounces these Synods o great -aeeess,
3ut the erowning success of the native
nunistry is the appointment of anciro mimns-
ter to De a Bishop of the United Chivreh of
England aud [reland conseerated under the
Royal licence. The first year of lhishop
Crowther's cpascopate bas not s et clusad; but
it is not too soon to speak of the adiu.rable
humility, wise forethoucht. and larze-u inded
spirit in which he has laid vut s plans, and
won golden opiniuns from all who hive bad
the opportunity of judeging of his admi istra-
tive pywers. (Cheers.y The effect ot thy
appointment n{:ou the whole of the nause
ministry throughout our Missions hias te. enre-
markable. It has given them a Ly de-
monstration of the truth that anative Lhurch
is ot to be kept tno long in a state of de-
pendenee, but that the mother Church will
commit the superintendence to a nalive
Bishop as soon as the native Church 15 nps
for such & measure. By this a great pupulse
has been given to cultivate a manly indepens
dence o?miml and tu recognise tho responsie
bilities of their position. A remarkable
proof of this has been given 1n Tinnevells,
where the senior missionary, Mr. Thomas,
has brought before large assomblies of the
head men and catechists the proposal of 8
native Bishop to supcrintend the native
churches, and has met with a cordial and -
telligent response. I will now allude 103
fourth remarkableresult of missionary labour
which has cbaractenised the periud under
review—namely, the indications of the nisiog
of a puplicsentunentn fas our of Chri~tiamty
whicharcevery where vizible. Themissionary
is now generally recogkmised as the trust-
wortby friend of the native race, and eser-
cises an indircct influence vv er the muluiude
who witness bis behaviour, though they
capnot gcerot his teaching. The Indian
muting 4to 't out this fact beyond contrs-
diction, Tu.internal warsin Africaand New
Zealand have proved it, the native Dews-
papers of India confirm it.”
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