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liberality. There mnust be a great power 0f religions conviction,
Mi. weIl as of deep emaotion, at the back of these lists of subscrip-
tions. That year by year Lhese sumns should be raised for work
done principally beyond the giver's eye, indicates that faith in.
Jesus Christ as the Divine Man and the wvorld's Saviour is
neither dead for dying. The breakers of unbelief seexn to be,
itbout the xnost harrnless that cast themselves in self-dissipating
spray upon the rock of eternal. truth. H1e who sat over against
the treasury in ancient tirnes sLill notes the prayerful self-
denial which has prornpted so much of the givings as are here
recorded. Stili we are far froin supposing that there is rooîn
for boasting. XVe are sometimes led to speak of ourselves as
the largrest Protestant denomination in the Donminion. But if so,
then corresponding obligations rest upon us. Is it thien alto-
gàether creditable to us as a people that our total incoine for the

ý,ast year should not be quite $220,000 ? More than this, deduet-
Jr4g the 88,875 from the Government for the sehools of the
ýndian department, it wvould appear that the total contributions,
icluding juvenile offerings, legacies, and miscellaneous. a'.mount
fbut $210,1605, and that of this forty per cent. is actually repaid

to ourselves in the forin of grants to Domestie Missions. The
miember.ship of our Church is probably from 210,000 to 220,000,
ýnd we have perhaps been felicitating ourselves upon an average
income of a dollar a mnember. But that does not mean that the

t~jority of our meiers give even that -smalt. suif. If 'we
eimply subtract, the amounit paid in subseriptions of $25 and
^dpwards, we shail find that some six hundred persons con-
fti butý-q $47,000, which would bringc the average down to seventy-
eve cents per memiber. But if we further take into account
the large number who give subseriptions ranging from $5 to
t20, wermust inevitably conclude that a very large number of
ohr peopïe either give nothing at ail, or extremely littie, to this
dIppartnient of the work of Christ. And, if littie to this, it may
bé fea-red little to anything. We have sometimes heard it said
tliat there is too much preaching nowadays. Perhaps, of a
certain kind, there is, but there would seem to be a wvide field
of Scriptural truth -greatly neglected. 0f old, there was a
people who sought the Lord daily and took delight ini knowingy
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