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ASTAGE .AJYENTIJ1I.
Ther, ere five meun ef us inone of

-the old Mariposa stage-coac4es beforq
the dlayà of the railroad, and it %vas
.5 o'clock iu the afternoon.of an Âugust
day1 We wore on our way taStock-
t'on, and of' the passengers ene was a
lieutenant iu the regular ariny,
another a tourist lu searcli of health,
:a third a ranchman, and the other twe
wcre prespectors and miners. None
,of us had me t each other previeus to
tlie start. Those wcre perilous tinies,
aud the first hait heur was spent lu
sizing esdli other up. 1 don't know to,
wliat conclusion the others came, but
1 looked over the four men and said te
inyseif:

"6The lieutenant ouglit te, figlit iu
-case ive are attacked, bu lie seems too,
nervous to, be g-amey. The tourist is
ill and lias no sand, but the ranci-
-man sud prespectors eau be depeuded.
on1.1y

At that time the coadch whidh wis flot
stopped twice ont offive trips was Coui
sidered very lucky. In somne few in-
stances the robbers were driven off,
but in niost cases tlie passengrers sub-
mitted te being "hbeld. up," sud were
glad teget off with nothing werse. 1
hiad with me over $6,000 in bauli buis
sud gold sud 1 was determined flot to
part %vith that money wvithout a fight.

Teranchman liad $4,000 aud the
miner about ',OQ00, as was- ufterward.
learned, and bt.'h l ad determiued to,
fight. We lad just forded thc Merced
-river, aud lad eome te a lonely stretdli
co road, whca tlie randliman pulled bis
revolver and examined the caps. It
'was not yet restered te the hlester
wlieu we heard a shont, the report of
a piste], aud the stage came te, a ful
stop. I reached for mny pistol, as did
the miner, knwn that robbers were
at band, but bfore mine was ont the
lieutenant flung lis arns around me
aud cried ont: a

"For God's sake make ne move or
we shail ail be murdered! Let them
take ail we have!"

At the saine tume the teunist flunug
bimselt upon the miner, and nei' her
et us lia a weapen out when a rob-
ber sliowed humself at either door.
The randliman iyas ready liowever,
and le killed the mýan on bis side. Ife
wonld have also kulled the other, but
bis revolver failed on the second shot,
-and-t.he robber pùshed bis revolver in
and fied wlth the muzzle pressed,

ituatur3a -bue poor relioys neart. A
thrd robber tl4en came up, and WC,
were covered from, either door su&
called upon te, surrender. The~ jig
was Up and we climbed 'outý delfver'*_
ing our pistols huttforemost as we left
the stage. Thore wcre four of us gi&
only tWo robbers, but wlien a man ]Ï»
the drep on you andtmeans business IWs
ne use to kIek. \Ve were plaed in a.'
row, and whule oe of the fellows
kept us covered the etiior went tlirough'
each man in turu. The lieutcnLi
shelled eut a watch and $40, the tour-
ist a watcli and $4O, and they gpt
fromi the other two, ef us the sunis f baye
previously named. I liad my banlk
bi11s in my bootlcgs, but as we were

forced te strip te our shirts, they found
every last doll1ar. While we were
dressing the body of tLe ranchman was
pulled froni the coali and stripped1
and robbed.

1li&ve ne doubt that the robbcrs9
nicant te, shoot every eue of us alter
securing the plunderin orderto, a-vencre
the deatti of their comrade, but tLe
unusually large booty put them in
good spirits, and tliey underwent; a
chancre of heart. The one whO,
searcled us stepped over the dead
body a dozen times without seeming
to, care whether it was a log or a man.
When fins3ly through with us lie lient
over the body aud begn rohuit
sayinoe te, bis cempanion:

" lBill won7t have any more use for.
monoy, and.,we miglit as weII take bis
dollars along. Poor Bill! We shazL';
neyer play poler tegether a*ain."

When tley -were ready te go they
ent the harness so that the stag'e woulct
bedetained a couple of heurs, troke up
or carried off evory -firearm, andi
drank to, our health froim a flash the
tourist had with hlm. They mnade off
for the foothills te the oast having no
little care for us that neither of theni
looked back. 1 'was mad and no nmis-
take, and thc miner gave'utterane to
his feelings in curses whieh almoSt
craeked the stones around us. Wé
bad beeii robbed of our st dollar,
and, with the money, our every pros-
9ect. The tourist 'could get more *t
tockien, and -the lieutenant was out

oniy a fewv dollars anyway. 1 wus not
yet dressed -when le begran to put «=
airs over us, claiminge that if we lad
not been so basty lie wrould have man-
aged the affair te the defeat ef tli«
robbers This added to my anger.
and I sailed iu and pounded hhl-nti].
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