
Individual literest and Responsibility.

exopected to cone forth and pay a full irice for the glorlous privelege
of bing registered among the "Sons of'iight," and that which he pays
shall be placed to the credit of Poverty aind Want. They thus become
the co-wvorkers of God in the administration of His beneficent charities.
To the Fromason there is offered no assurance of a return in any shape
or fortm, and we w'ould never vote for a iundidate that expected
anything of the sort. If it ever cornes to himn at all, it coies like
the mercy of Hreaven unrestrained, it cornes 'iko iho dew in
the carly morn, to water the tamishing plants of Hope and
gives then that life which they lad no riglt to bargain for nor expect.
Is there such another society in the world ? We answer, without the
fear of contradiction, "No!" The Jesuit order comes next to it in
sacrifica of personal interests and devotion to the cause,but it fails to be
the equal, for the reason that the latter order is a propagandist and
Freenasonry is not The Masonie institution has nothing on Carth to
gain by beconing. strong, apart froin tha great good to be a complished
by its iiselftsh goodness. Frermasonry knows nothing of PowER.
That word lias no place in ber vocabulary ; she knows notning of po-
litical or roligious suprcrnacy, but stands sovereign and independent
in ber grand and universal Morality and Charity. To say that mon who
labor and work through a laborious life-ti nie in this noble and God-like
field are not entitled to the common coimforts of life is to say that good
works are wor!h nothing. We hold that those who work and attend
their Lodges should bave all the coiforts of a X3asonic home. To
expect mon to met iii a barn without carpets andi with none of the
conveniences of heat and liglit, is to expect human impozsibilitis. In
looking over the registry of weak and sickly Lodges, we find them
always included among those where the caididates get tic degrees for
the lovc,t price allwed by the Grand Lodgo and whecre tie dues are
merely nominal. We do not beiieve iii an aristocracy in Masonry, but
we do believe in the mîemberb paying e:ougb to buy somncthing besides
a dry goods box for an altar, tin jewels, and long planks fbr chairs.
Workmnen arc entitled to botter accmniodations than tlhese things.
Sone men mnay growl about being compelled to pay a decent amountof
dues, but in many cases it ib.h found that tey spend as much in oee
month on drinks and luxuries as will pay for a year' dus aind expenses
in a Lodge. If every nemîber had paid the necessary amoiunt to get
the walls papered, the floor carpeted, proper furniture and jewels, We
say that they, having an nterest in all these, will attend and assist in
thle noble work. .Even if they do not attend (by force of circunistances)
they will yet render a hearty support to all the works of charity and
love, and ivill not begruige the enjoyment and pleasure f those who do
attend.

"Chea.p Masonry" is the next thing to "cbeap nothing." By the
word "cheap" ve mean something which a man gets without an
equivalent. We hold that a Mason should pay his equivalent for being
a Mason, and if he cannot afford to pay that, or is unwilling to do it,
lie is an unworthy candidate. We have lcard a good deal of men wh]o
would "bc an honor to the institution being kept out by the high price
of degrees," &c., but wc have learned that all that sort of stuff does not
anount to a row of pins. Nine out of ten of such men becone more
drones in the hive and have to be carried on the backs of the living and
active mnemnbers of the Lodge. They arc of no use to thenselves or
anybody else.
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