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but we fancy they mnust be smething akin to
those uf their class in Canada : and from close

personal study w.e can speak positively and
say that the Cantdian working dasses, both
men and women. aie determin--dly opposed
to Sunday lab>or. In Canada, therefure,
Sunday is truly a dav of rest the saluons
are closed, and street cars, if run at al], make
only une trip for moining and a secoi.d tripi
for eveni ng church services.

In speaking of intelligent workingimen,
Miss Cutler savs. " Do not denv them a Sun-

day afterncoon in a quiet place relieved froni
the distractions of the home." Now it is our

belief that if those men who have homes
would stay at home mure than some of them
do,and help to brighten that home with cheery
words and pleasant ways not forgetting to

rmnd the baby cîccasionally and thus relieve

the too often fagged-out wife :), the " distrac-

tions of the home- would practically disap-

pear. No, the intelligent workingman does
not want the library open on Sunday. as lie
wants to spend that day in the bosom of his

fanily, and in fulfilling religious duties : but

what he does want is shoiter hi>urs of labor

during the week, so that he can spend an

hour or two oif an evening! in the librarv

and perhaps the whole of Sa; urday afternoon,
if he is studying up some special subject.
'lle wives, too, ought to have something to

say on this point, and we canno t think they
would favor the oening of librai jes on Sun-

day.
Of course, the man (Ir woman who works

ten or twelve hours a day the week round, is

not able to cnjoy the bene'its conferred by
free libraries :but as eight hours is now gen-

erally accepted as a dav's work for library as-

sistants, surely librarians should be among

the staunchest advocates of short hours

say six days a week and cight hours a day-not

only for iechanics but for a// workers. 'lhen

the people woiuld have more tine to use the

library intelligently, and there would be no

agitation for opening on Sundays.
As for the large number of unniarried men

in ail large cities-well, every library is open

late on Saturday night. and those who v;. n
read on Sunday can take a b)ook h.nîne ilth
theni on Saturday night.

For ourselves, we are free to cnfess tou the
somewhat sellish opinion that thu libratian
and his assistants who iun a libimiî fioni say
8 a. im. to 9 oir 9 -o 1>. i. si.% days in the weck,

ire well entitled to absolute rest froim attend-
ne at the libarv on the seventh day. We are

quite aware that this opin.on runs counter to
that of inen emnineint in library cir les : but we
aie still eipliatically of the opinion that free
lilaries c-an and will dlo a great mi'-sionarv
work without opening theim on the Sundav.

We know sonie peuple say, " Uut I cantt
go to the librarv during the week day, :mild I
don't care alit going to church or reading
mlly Bible on Sundav. but I 7u/d go to the
library if it was open." 1 >ear, dear, loor peo-

ple : Well, there are a gooid many voung
p)eople who have to leave school before
they have leained much moie than the bxire
rudiments: and after the-y are wvorking,
many of theim dis over that tlie it vo<uld
he nuch butter for them if they were better
scholars. They cannot go to school in tl.e
lay tie, but do the school hoards open the

schools on Sunday for their lenefit ? No.
But the y open night scho.ls, and thus give
all a chance to improve themselve. Library
bioads lang ago recognized the fa< t that pco-

ple wlhoî were working in the da tine could
not use the libraries unless opei in the even-
ing. Al free libraries, therefore, in large
cities at any rate, are now oien fr six days
in the weck fron early morning until late at

night.
Aliss Cutler does not advccate the opening

oIf the circulating department on Sunday, ex-
cept for use in the building, saying " I see
r.o argument for general circulation on Sun-

day. And vet if there is ane thing jlainer

than another to us, it is the fact that if it is

once admitted that it is iiglt to olen the
reading room and reference deparimient
on Sunday. it is simlly a question tif time
when the < ir( ulating depaartment iust also bc
thrown open. And 'Miss Cutler's statistics


