
THE CANADA SCHOOL JOURNAL. 191

pschology it is believel the science of education will soonî take its the half million 'itteclinig our public schools Icave before reaching
pslce anoug the other sciences, with the prmnciples 0on which it is filtecti years of age. Are wo doig thein justice, or are we doimig
founded just as Well defined. But while it is i the province of the justice to those who bear the hurdens of taxation, if we fail to consider
educator to study the laws of ineintal developmnent, and the application this circitinstanîîce ?
of those principles by whicl the best results can he secured, it is the lieu what are the requisiter of a public schonl curriculum ? (1.) Every
duty of the legislatoi-to consider the various interests of the comîiniiity ,pupil should be taugit to read intelhgently the literature cf the day-
for whoese benefit these pi inciples are to he app»hed. Any systemi of not mnerely te know the rords but te iuderstanid theur mneaming, and .te
education whici lces not consiier the social, amt perhaps the religions give te each word its proper force ami vocal sigmficance. (2 ) To write

organization of the people, their business lfe, their mnaterial resources, neatly and legibly, in proper form, an ordîury business letter. (i
ani their political wants, is necessarily lefectiu e. Out of deference tu To spell correctly, not, of course, a o te words in the dictiouary, but at

the religious diff'erenices of theo people our schooli systemi is noneoi.ui least siitch w'oîds ns are of comni use in commercial circles and mi
nationîal. On anuy othier basis it could not exist as a ntionual systenit. cvery day coniversationi. (4.) To miake suchi calculations ini aritimetic,
It is the comnil property cf every miemîber of the State. Net that it rapidly anîd accurately, as mnighut bef eqcuired mu the daily busmeissi of
is irreligiOtis by anîy meansu; for it recogiiizes in the fullest degree the the meusrchuant, the farmner, or the artisans. (O.) To know thc history cf
cosmnopolitanîismi of Chiristianity wiîthout thiose denoinationial limita- lis own country mimitely, and suchi genleral istorical facts .as miay be
tions by whichî, as society is conistituited, its dilferent famiilies are nuow said to have cxerciscd a wide inilluence ln shiaping thse udestinies of.other
designiated. Hlappîly for us ini Onîtario, the sunity of ouîr systemi ini thîis nsationus. (6.) 'lo have such acknowledge cf places as wouîld locahzse his.
respect hans beeni well suîstainecd. 8muîîlarly our social organizaition hais knsowledge of the history, climîate, produictions, and races cf otheur
rendsuereud us practically a homogenîeous people. Thei disti:,ctionis whiichi coiutries. (7l.) To bo so trainied ini thîe art cf comnpositions as to be able
arise freom the accumuîilations ef wealh ini the hands cf the few, or, te ex sress clearly, eithier on paper or orailly, the knoewledge lic possesses.

wrestall, the diîstinctionîs whixch arise fromn whîat Teninyson calis (8.) o' be able te dlelineate pietorially whast cannot be as wecll ex pressed
"lonîg descent," from fortuitous preferment and c osuet assutption in words,

cf supcriorty, <e not appreciably interfere with the social euality cf Now it may be saisd that there is notibg new in suct a curriculum-
cuir pseople. It is easy, thlen, fer us to estabulishî a systema whiich com-i thîat it is now ini force ini all thîe public schiools cf .the Pr ovince. I. ad-
promiise oman's social positio:. To the rich man it is ne reproach mit there is little that is new mi otne. IlThe e is, much, I tinîk, m-

that cligiotsi the scami for wihheeu child of is poorr iiigii volved that is nw i detail. For instance, while i vry school our
bouar. Nor dues te poor ma boast, tiit m .,enrin the duication of ppils arc tauit te read, that s t niame a certain suber cf words ii
lhis chiildrecn without cest he las etained a socialistic victory over tu te order in wich they occur, hew few aie taiight te read with ex-
richi. But wheni a coe î f r to conîsider a systemn cf education adaptecd te pressien anîd force. Hoi w fe w read with an.sy appreciatioe cf the
the businecss lîfe of a people, we re mout with diiliculties of lio rdinary author's setimients-low few ar ashe t express in ietur own words tIse
nature. What might suit a rural population, mighit not be as wl seln se cf the author. Besides, the teachier tterly fails is doing is work

adapted to an urban population, aî so on troughl all the variations cf properly while teachin(g lis pupils hw to read, if hc fals to excite in
trame aîîul sol uccii seition of clti e thsis ptroblemn for our- them a love fo rcauing. Andi it is here, perheap misore thsani assywhere
selves, tliere ar certain considonsation at least coumon te all systems else, that wae uust look fer natiorial resulits from piblic sclool ceuca-
of educatioi. (.) Ed(t u etionl is inot knuowedge, but powter. Truc, this tion. It is net what the pupil gets ini scholol tihat mnakes thce course
power is te be acqred , p ortly through knuledge, thlat is trcogli the vahtable to him, it is what it in iphbes. lie may ge here ain ther a.
discipline whiclih hi acuisitioni f knowledg ge gîes, b tail , tlîchfew scraps cf knîowl egleulgc csle% s with a somi ew at rugg!ced inuscipliine, ail
real purpos cf the edhucator is te genemte power. 'he fuiction cf tle useful in their way, but if te k iiowledgani 1 disipne could ho added
furnace, if I N ay use suc a word, is te genciate thle steams by wuhich te inspiration for furter acqmisitons-t f like the first shilling earsned

thl egis e is drivu, hut the fui nace is not the puc-er w hich drives the be Astoer, which made im a millionaire, is scehol wvork couîhl e
engines. It is nfot necessarily irit tuhe puils learn, as how thîey learn, male tu incliiation to steaidy, plodding eport fer s ure informsatioa
that dete ainiieus the value cf any departiet of kniwledge as an educa- then, an only then, might we say tat th e teacher lias done his work
ting force. tie classics may be as nood a ieans of mental tdieiplin as well. To teach a child how te reaid as I have indicated, us te give him
the scie ,nces-a passage from Buirke lteflections as a problen ino conm- tie key.ote not onîly toail thle treasures of scielce, but te the litera-
meral arithmaetic-an d yet, consisdcrinsg al the circumsistances of the ture describcd by Prof. Elliot as "he compsletest, miiost vai ious, and
learnser, the lattcr mnay ho far more imnportanst fromî a practical standl- miost splendîid'thie worlud lhas ever sen.'
point thau tie former. Tise question tn to be considereu ci, "How But reading is n ot only th e key t-o litcratire, but also toe history
can we apply hc educational forces which the variou bs broUilie cf ly wlat species ef nuational deprecimtiou lias it aisen that Canadian
kne d eule constain ini suh a way as te generae tihe greatest power andu he istory is virtually excluided fromuî ouur public scools? V c study tise

secure tife best results?" otli er words, cii we famuse a curricultni hiîstory of Greece an Rouise, cf Euigland- ansd Frasce, and yet we have
of studies whici is educating ant d at the same tie iseful? TIhis is the failed suo far tc give a place veiin t tie hiistory cf Canda aon our ex-

question discussed by eif. Elhot in his able aihtress before the neui amination lapers. Apart altogthlier irom tle dty w e owe t ourselves
bers of thIe Jons lopkins Uieversity ast February. Ater givinig d as a people, I thinîsk the study cf history slhould occuspy a higser place
credit to tlch classical cours e prescribed by all the Continiental iuiinena thans it does i ii the school cuurricnulum. As Prof. Elliot says :-
ties, he asks, ss s nt psssible to finud s thse study cf Ergllish li.e-atre " If any stuly is liberal aid liheraliziig, it is the modern study of
as goed ai eduietig force anid atthe same tine, mauniy sre .f thsose history--the study ef tue passions, opiis, beliefs, art, laws, a nd insti-

p Icintti u ts oh cuitur e whichu wosul be available for evry.day tuti s cf different races or con utics, al ef thecjoys, sufferings, coni -
ife Let mse quote tei ulogifu w hicli he proounices on our m fuch licts, afd achnive nts of mankind. Phiiology asnd polite literatuire

uneglected literature- arrgate the title ef the 'hlumuanitesn;' bust wliat studly cau se justly
" It cannot be douted that English literature is beyond aIl com- clai thiat honorable title as tli stdy whiic deals wit the actual ex-

parisn tue amiipliest, est varios, and most spliendid literatuire whiichî perienîce oui tis earth of social r progressve mas o Whatkind cf know-
tue swornl as seen ;nd it lafis eoug to say of the English lasguage ledge can b so useful te a leguslatoer, adumiustrator, publscist, phuilans-
tat it is the ansguage o f tiat literature. Greek literaturen coumipares thropeust, or p shilusra e of history ?uldgcesy a If thse
wits Enigsish literature as Homeor compares with Shakespeare, thiat is, huIamty or liberaty cf a study depeida upoin its power toen slargethe
as aiantlec with adult civilization. t may furtiier he said of the intellectual and muorasl intercsts e tIs e studn t, quickea lhis symspathies,

Enhshi language thlat it is thse native touge cf nations wsich are pre- impel hi ta the sie cf truths aiun virtue, and msake hues loathe false-
enuint in the world by force of chracter, enterprise, and wealtlî, anul liocu and vice, uin stuîdy can ho cre husaan or liberal tlian history.
whoese political antd social institutions have a higher mora interest and These being the ,ufst clais cf listory is general, the istory cf tse cous-

greater pcaose ta any which mankind lihas hitherte insvuented." mumuiity and natioe tus whsich e e belong ias a still msore pressing clains
From this he argues-anu vwho will say the contenstion ie not a uponrin attention. hat stuiuy shows the youg te sprgs of iubie

souud ne-thiat English literature shoauld occutpy a hîigher place than it houor and dishonos ; sets before them tIe nsational feuligs, weakns-
doees in the liberal education of the English-speaking people. Lt us ses, anu sins; wari s tlhem agaist future dangers buy exhibitiîg theI los-
now apply this principle o! utility te thec formbation of the cutrrichiu ses anil suersgs et the pasta; etsherns i tnîeir licartst tise iatioial

for osur puli schools. .And first we would say-the useful sould eroes ;ind strengthenus the thue preciosus love of country."
supersede the ornamental, andue, seconsdly, the practical shctuld super. But it is nUot what thuis cubrricuiums wuld i rclud as such as whist,
sede tise thseoretical. lis discusssinug thuese two propositionis it musst be rationially carried out, it wouild elimuinate, I wishu Lo conisider. For in-
borne n ndl that in an ordiary public schsool th e teacher's tie l stance, in the. study cf Arithmeuctic, ew munc pai would be spared the
divided mong a great- many classes. Tle amount of attention w iichi ppil, a t ow unch useless anxiety tie teacher, if only what is useful

lhe is capable cf giving to each subject is necessarily very linited. The were taugit. 0f whiat use are alligatio, circulating deimls, sigule
average rural schuool cEntaiis fro 10 to 13 classes at lepacst. How imu- an d doubie position," aînd "duodecimals " to th e ordinary citizens? it
portant is it tlien that no part of the teicler's time shoild be frittered may ho saind tat mnenta discisines got iu tis way. Se it say he got
away la idle embelshmenofutiL the neglect of the sufstantial andu telu by a Chusinese puzzl, but should Celis uzes s he puit uipos the pro-
uuecessary. It ust also ho reembered that thu e school term of the gransn ? Give your pupils discipine isn deing a gccater aount cf work
aversgoe schuolar is very short. Osnly tw e pur cet. of our psupils over uf yeu like, ut lot it bh work that is o practical value. Te muas who
cuter the Fifth Reader. It may fairly be presue s that ths majority of tramed hie sous te work by comspelliug him to wheel stones fro oe e part


