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legend of the whole. These several pieces are reduced to
about one-half the size of the original; in one or two cases,
where the bold lettering of 2 name carried part of it beyond
the sections transcribed, it has been independently reduced
by the draughtsman; Mr. Harper’s copyright of this im-
print has been added to the legend; otherwise the fac-
simile is perfect, for no marks appear upon these sheets
save those placed on the original map by Thompsen's own
hand.

With the voluminous official archives above described
must not be confounded a small batch & Thompson’'s
papers recently offered for sale by private parties in
Toronto. This manuscript is authentic and genuine ; being
a summary autobiography which Thompson wrote very
late in life, perhaps about 1850, apparently in hopes of
being able to publish it. Thompson died Feb. 16th, 1857,
at the very advanced age of nearly 87 years, having been
born Apr. 3oth, 1770. The handwriting shows painful
evidence of senility, and I should hesitate to trust to his
memory for dates and other details requiring precision of
statement. The article is extremely interesting, and would
prove very valuabie should it be checked, as it easily might
be, by comparison with his original Journals. I under-
stand that this manuscript has passed into the excellent
hands of Mr. J. B. Tyrrell, of the Geological Survey of
Canada, well known for his own extensive and important
explorations in the Dominion. Mr. Tyrrell has already
given us A Brief Narrative of the Journeys of David Thomp-
son in North-western America, which was read before the
Canadian Institute Mar. 3d, 1888, and published in advance
of the Proceedings by permission of the Council, as an 8vo
pamphlet of pp. 28, Toronto, 1888. It is much to be hoped
that this writing may appear under Mr. Tyrrell’s very com-
petent editorship.

To the statement made in opening this Preface, that
Alexander Henry the Younger is an unknown man, excep-



