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and is pressed down with cords, which pass through holes
on each side of the trough or cradle; these being tightened
gradually the required pressure is obtained, and after a time
the front of the skull is flattened. The covering or padding
is filled with sand, or sometimes a maple mould is made to
fit the forehead. It is said that the process is not painful,
but some of the children, whom I saw undergoing the com-
pression, seemed to breathe slowly, and their faces were
pale. The origin of this singular custom cannot with
certainty be ascertained. It may have been adopted to
celebrate some particular event, or in honour of a great
warrior whose head was naturally of that form. It is a
fashion; that is all that can be said about it. During
infancy the native children are big-headed and ugly, and
are subject to eruptive diseases, but in a few years they
become interesting and sprightly in appearance and man-
ners. They are plump and fresh-looking, with smooth
skins of a rich brown colour. About the age of puberty-
which in both sexes is early-the visage of the men
assumes the composure, and displays the cold serious
traits of the savage. The eye, particularly, has a hard
furtive expression that was not there in childhood.* After
having reached a vigorous age, no other important stage
takes place till their manhood fails, when the Aht natives
become thin and wrinkled in a short time. They do not
seem to have any intermediate stage in their existence
corresponding with the attractive time in an Englishman's

* The face of the Indian, while it conceals present thoughts, seems to me
to be a much more open book than the face of the white man in expressing
settled character. It shows the very normal types of the vices plainly
printed in the features, most especially those of anger, cunning, and
pride.


