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AN UNNEIGHBORLY ACT.

The Seattle Chamber of Commerce has
endorsed the request of the Skagway
Chamber of Commerce to have the bond-
ing privilege on goods landed at Skag-
way and destined for points in Canada
abrogated. 'This is an exceedingly un-
neighborly act on the part of the people
of Seattle, and although we have no
expectation that it will amount to any-
thing, for the United States government
will scarcely listen to such an expression
of local jealousy, it affords a lesson to
the people of Canada. It shows that we
cannot afford to permit the sole rail route
to the Yukon to be one across, territory
in possession of the United States, and
that we must begin at once the steps ne-
cessary to secure an all-Canadian line.
It demonstrates the wisdom of the policy
for which the Colonist has contended in
regard to railway construction from the
Yukon valley to the Co: st, namely, that
no more lines should be permitted which
will have their termini in any territory
other than that which is recognized as
‘belonging to Canada., The result of this
Skagway agitation, if it were successful,
would be that in a short time that town

would relapse to its original condition of| ne

a useless wilderness. . Fortunately for
the people of the town, the United States
government will haye more -good sense
than to listen either to them or to their
Seattle backers. Fancy the people of a
United States town going to the govern-
ment at Washington and complaining that
the trade of one part of Canada’ is done
with another part of Canada, and asking
the government to interfere to prevent it.
S AR RS N
THE NEWS FROM CHINA.

The civilized world will stand aghast
at the news from China. If the report
as to the fate of the Russian minister
and his wife and bodyguard is correct,
although we hope it may be otherwise, it
is evident that the time has come when
such action must be taken by the powers
as will bring the Chinese people to a realis
zation of the duties which they owe *o hu-
manity. ‘Some may ask why European
nations eannot wholly withdraw from the
country and leave the people of that em-
pire to themselves, But this is impos-
sible, The rest of the world cannot sub-
it to have its people barbarously mur-
dered after infinite torture without tak-
ing some action to punish the guilty.
Even if it would be possible to secure
such an arrangement whereby China
could be driven back into its original ex-
clusiveness, the civilized nations would
not consent to it until the Chinese had
been taught a lesson that they wonld
never forget, but the thing is not possible
and there is no use in talking about it.
Moreover, if foreign nations would with-
draw from China, no guarantee could be
given that the Chinese themselves, now

that they have
sressive China. Oecidental “Givillaation
would hardly be able to stand. ' For the
time being the Chinese are dependent
1pon foreign countries for modern mili-
tary appliances, but they are marvellous
imitators, and we may rest assured that
if every channeél of communications with
the rest of the world were closed, the
«Chinese army of the future would be
:armed with appliances of a modern type.
“There seems to be nothing else for the
“Occidental nations to do except to grap-
. iple with the monster of the Orient. The

-task is the most stupendous éver attempt-|

«ed by the human race. The Crusades
~were as child’s play compared with:it.

Placing the number of troops, which
wan be made available within a reason-
able fime for an invasion of China, at a
maximum, it will not exceed 100,000.
These might be sufficiently numerous to
take Pekin, although we have consider-
able doubt on the point, but if the dis-
turbance spreads to other parts of the
Empire, such a force would be next fo

~ useless, It seems very clear that the
powers must rely very largely upon the
assistance of Japan.

So far the world has only learned the
fate of the German and Russian ministers
and that of the wife of the latter and his
bodyguard. What is thcre to be told of
the fate of the other ministers, their
families, the members of their respective
embassies and the other Huropeans?
The news will be awaited with breath-
less anxiety. There is only one thing of
avhich we may be sure. Their fate can-
not be worse than that of M. de Giers
and his wife. This reaches the very
acme of horror. The indignation of the
civilized world may be intensified when
the whole story is told, but it cannot be
any deeper than it now is. As yet only
Germany and Russia have certain cause
to ‘declare for a war of punishment; but
any hour may bring intelligence that our
own Empire, the United States, France,
Italy and other nations are in the same
case as the two powers, the fate of whose
ministers is known. The time is at-hand
when the powers must act with a com-
mon leader. On the other hand, interna-
tional jealousy will be lost sight of in the
faee of the common anguish. But while
it is easy to ‘speak of united action be-
tween the powers, who is there, who can
give any idea of what this means? What
can be done with China? This guestion
stands out above all others. We may

. say that Pekin will be captured, and
peace will be dictated from that city, as
the German Kaiser has declared. But
the capture of Pekin is not the subjec-
tion of China. It is easy to say that
terms ‘of peace will be dictated, but to
whom will the dictation be? The out-
look is that the powers will be called
aipon to deal, not with an organized gov-
.ernment, but with a horde of 400,000,000
of people, worked up to a frenzy. Plan

T

ing place in China; ‘we cannot forni any
accurate estimate of the conditions with
which the powerse will have to grapple.
A British Coiumbia '‘Chinaman, - who
went home ‘last’ yédr, found that his
father had never heard of the.war be-
tween China.and Japan. ~That 'was a
local affair, and it did mot touch the
great mase of the people, which there is
reason to believe the present movement
does., It it -does, it is utterly idle to at-
tempt to mieasure the nature of the prob-
lem with which the powers are called
upon to deal.

e ————
VICTORIA AS A RESORT.

We think'it well once more to direct
attention to the advantages which Viec-
toria offers as a temporary -home for
those persons who seek a pleasant cli-
mate and attractive surroundings. The
city is now enjoying its usual unsurpass-
ed midsummer weather. The days are
a little warm, but by no means oppres-
sively so, and the evenings are cool. No-
thing can surpass a Victoria summer
evening. Only those, who know what a
sultry night in the Interior of the Con-
tinent means, can appreciate the delight-
ful evenings which we have here. /In
the course of a year or two there will be
‘an influx of people to this city in summer,
which will add enormonsly to its busi-|

But it is not of the summer only that
we must speak when referring to Victoria
as a resort. A letter from an Eastern
correspondent asks: “What is your rainy
season iike?’ The best answer to this
is that the rainy season is that part of
the year when we have rain, as distin-
guished from that part, namely, the sum-
mer, when we have none, except in rare
instances. An impression ' prevails in
many places that the rainy season on the
Coast is one continuous period of wet
weather, Perhaps it may be well to
state a few facts bearing upon this point.
The days are rare in the rainy season
when rain falls continuously for twenty-
four hours, and as a rule the precipitation
is not what is called heavy in the East
and middle parts of the Continent. It
is not a uniform rule, but very nearly so,
that if the day is wet the night is not,
and vice versa, More frequently if we
have rain in the morning we have none
in the afternoon and vice versa. Kre-
quently there will be many days together
in the midst of what is called the rainy
season when we will enjoy bright sun-
light. At other times there will ‘be many
cloudy days in succession with little or
no precipitation. = Comparing Victoria
with the Maritime Provinces,.it may be
said in a general way that there are
aboui as many rainy days here during
the winter as there are days there on
which either snow or rain falls. -All day
rain storms are not more common here
than all day snow storms are there,

We mention theke matters in response
to quite a general demand for informa-
tion as to the climatie conditions of Vic-
toria. One thing may be added, which
will specially interest sonie people, name-
1y, -that we, have np thunderstorms here,
or rather that theéy are so rare that not
many residents of the city can say when
the last one occurred. In the matter of
winds, while we have these pretty heav-
ily now and then, as a rule it may be said
that our winds are not heavy. It is ex-
tremely rare that the velocity of the
wind reaches a point where even slight
damage is done. Such things as hurri-
canes, cyclones and the like are entirely
unknown. /Making the climate the year
through, it leaves very little to be de-
gired,
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RE?RESENTATION IN LONDON.

annual report of the British Columbia
Board of Trade was the London office
of this province. In this connection it
is interesting to mote that at the late
conference of Chambers of Com'merge
of the Empire, held in London, the fol-
lowing resolution was adopted: “ Re-
solved, that the increasing cordiality
and sense of union between Great Brit-
ain and her colonies renders practicable
the proposal for the formation of a con-
sultative council of represenbatives to
deal with colonial questions, a resolu-
tion on which subject was unanimously
adopted at the last congress of Cham-
‘bers of Commerce of the Empire, and
that the matter be brought under the
fictice of Her Majesty’s government.”
The movement for better representa-
tion in London is growing apace in all
parts of the Empire, and British Colum-
bia must not be content to remain in
the background. There seems to be
unanimity of sentiment on this point in
all political parties in the provinee. The
Semlin government, although at first it
was inclined to Dbelittle the London
office, gave indications at the close of its
career that it had changed its views.
Mr. Martin had a plank in his platform
declaring “for an improvement in this
respect, and it is well known that Mr.
Dunsmuir has always been predisposed
toan arrangement, which would secure
for the province representation in Lon-
don somewhat in keeping with the im-
portance of the province. Under these
cikcuinstances we feel confident that, if
the government can see its way clear
at the forthcoming session to establish
the London office on a proper basis, the
step will meet with very little opposi-
tion, either in the house or the country.
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NORTHERN TRANSPORTATION.

The very large meeting of the British
Columbia Board of Trade held yesterday
adopted a resolution requesting the
Council of the Board to take steps to
bring about a conference of the Boards
of Trade of the Coast cities for the pur-
pose of dealing with the Northern trans-

-ag we may, the fact remains that we

cannot hope to know rwhat is really tak-|

One of the matters mentioned in the|

resolution is the feeling that the policy
which ought to prevail in regard to
transportation lines to the North should
be one that will not build up any more
cities on United States territory through
the instrumentality’of Canadian- trade.
The members present were unanimous
‘on this subjeet. It must not be under-
stood that any feeling of hostility was
expressed towards the White Pass &
Yukon railway company, which by its
foresight and energy has provided a line
from the ocean to the head of deep
water navigation on the Yukon. Nor
was any antagonism expressed towards
Skagway, although some of the speakers
referred to the needless interference
with traffic, which has been experienced
at that town, and to the threat of its
people to use their influence to have the
bonding privilege abrogated. " The feel-
ing was of quite another charaeter. It
was that the trade of Canadian terri-
tory ought, if possible, to be kept in a
Canadian channel, and that if any more
cities are to be built up in the North, by
the trade of the Canadian Yukon, they
ought to be OCanadian cities, It was
also felt that an all-Canadian line will
certainly develop valuable districts in
our own province.

‘We hope that the Council of the Board
will arrange for this conference at an
early day. Some time will be required
| to work the matter up properly after a
conelusion has been reached as to the
best course to be adopted, and an effort
ought to be put forward that will ensure
action by the Dominion and Provincial
governments early next year. In the
meantime we heartily commend the
resolution of the Dominion government
to permit no new railway companies to
be chartered, which contemplate having
their ocean termini in territory in pos-
session of the United States, and we
think the provincial government would
do well to follow the same course. The
question of northern transportation . is
easily the most important mow before
the people of the Coast cities of British
Columbia, and all schemes for railway
building into the Yukon should be held
in abeyance until the question of an all-
Canadian route has been settled.

It is unreasonable to expect that the
provincial government will take this
matter up at the coming session, but we
urge that during the autummn a con-
sultation should be held between it and
the Dominion government with the view
of arriving at some joint plan of action,
whereby the Yukon can be tapped by a
railway from the Coast of British Col-
umbia. Sufficient evidence is now
available to show that the Yukon will be
a permanent field of industry. By next
spring this evidence will be supplement-
ed by additional information, and there
will remain no manner of doubt that it
will pay to develop the country by an
all-Canadian line. ~'We commend this
matter to the attention of the provincial
government, and hope that.the proposed
conference will be productive of good
fruit.

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR JOLY.

" “The presetice’ o;:ﬁéntenant-Govemor
Joly at the annual meeting of the Brit-
ish Columbia Board of Trade yesterday,
and the interesting remarks he made to
the members, show that in him the
province has secured a valuable citizen,
and one who will be able to 'do much
towards making its wealth and possi-
bilities known, as well as a gentleman
whose - extensive fund of information
and wide experience will be of great
value to those who are working along
progressive lines. The interest taken
by Sir Henri in forestry is of itself suffi-
cinet to render his presence in British
Columbia a matter for congratulation.
We have great timber resources here,
and there is much to be learned about
the best means of utilizing them, as well
as in regard to what can be done for
the preservation of growing timber and
the reforestation of denuded areas. Sir
Henri has already directed public at-
tention in this direction more strongly
than ever it has hitherto been. Great
good will result from the discussion of
this and kindred subjects.

Sir Henri holds very strong views on
the Metric system of weights and meas-
ures, and he has very thoughtfully taken
steps to provide our Board of Trade with
a full set of these weights and measures,
He has also intimated that he is ready
on any occasion that may be suitable
to meet the members of the Board of
Trade and explain the system to them.
We are sure that this very public spirited
action in this regard will be highly ap-
preciated, and that his kind offer will
be closed with at an early date.

e b e R AN

THE LICENSE LAW,

One subject that must be dealt with at
the coming session of the legislature is
the law regulating the sale of -spirituous
liquors. The present state of things
must not be allowed to continue an hour
longer. than is absolutely necessary. Out
of the munieipalities there is now abso-
lutely no law for the regulation of this
traflic, and the result is very unsatisfac-
tory indeed.

We submit for public consideration if
the time has not come when the whole
question of liquor licenses, both in and
out of municipalities, ought not to be
taken up and dealt with on more ad-
vanced lines than those hitherto followed
in British Columbia. We do not think
it timely to agitate for prohibition here;
but we are satisfied that there are alto-
gether too many saloons and that the re-
strictions surrounding them are not suf-
ficiently stringent, or, if they are so, they
are not properly enforced. We do mot
say that this matter ought to be taken
up at the coming session or that it
ought not to be. We are opposed to has-
tiness in legislation, for through haste a

portation guestion. The motive of this

good movement is often defeated; never-

theloas, 1t 16 wokihy OF connideration 1t
whole subject up at once and dispose of

just now, preferring simply to open the
matter for public considération. {

. That reform is necessary in. the drink-
jng habits of the people of British Col-
umbia will be admitted by évery thought-
ful observer, In every walk of life hun-
dreds. of men are being ruined by in-
temperance, Hundreds of families suf-
fer through it. Hundreds of children are
cursed by it from birth to maturity. The
industrial force of the community is
greatly weakened by it. British Colum-
bia gave a majority vote for prohibition,
and it is very clear that a majority of
the people of the province entertain the
views just expressed. This being the
case, we submit that the temperance’sen-
timent of the people should be reflected in
legislation. We repeat that this article is
not intended as a demand for radical
legislation this year, but only as a sug-
gestion that the question should be taken
up in earnest at an early day, and that
every reasonable restriction should be
thrown around the traffic, which in its
most favorable aspects is a menace to
the public welfare.

LEGISLATION.

The session of 1899 was characterized
by grossly slovenly legislation, The re-
ference now is not so much to the mat-
ter @s to the form of statutes. This
slovenliness was in direct defiance of the
plain Tule of ‘the house, but, as we all
only too well know, the rules were not

case in extreme terms, during the past
two sessions of the legislature. Attor-
ney-General Eberts will, we are satisfied,
charge himself with the duty of seeing
that this slovenliness is avoided here-
after, and we mention the subject in or-
der to strengthen his hands in insisting
that the rule shall be observed. What
we have chiefly in mind is the practice
of amending acts by reference to named
lines and of adding words to sections
without giving the whole re-enacted sec-
tion, For example: An amendment
will read thus, “Strike out the word,
‘and’ in the fitth line of section so-and-
so, and substitute the word ‘or.’” Now
the proper way in good parliamentary
practice, and in accordance with the rules
of the houee, is to repeal the whole sec-
tion in which the objectionable word oc-
curs, ‘and Te-enact it over again, with
the proper word inserted. Then again,
some of the amendments read: “To add
to section so-and-so the following”:—and
then follows & new provision. . The pro-
per course is to repeal the insufficient
section and epact a nmew one containing
the new provision. When a man picks
up a statute book-he ought to find the
law in it, and ‘ought not to be compelled
to refer to other books to see scraps of
legislation on the same subject. More-
-ever, the statutes aré not always print-
ed in the same type or the same length
of lines. The, official statutes are, but
there are copies of the laws which are
ot official, and these may readily be the
only copies aviilable. Hrrors might, thus

might not be gommon, but they are ‘pos-
sible, and there is no.excuse for permit-
ting the possibility to continue.

We are disposed also to urge.that when
a bill is introduced to repeal or amend
a section of a setatute, the section as it
stands should be printed on the new bill,
so that members and all others interest-
ed, or likely to be, can see at once what
change in the law is contemplated. This
would give the ipersons drafting bills a
little additional clerical labor, and it
might increasé the printing bills of a
session as much as one per cent.; but
the gain in convenience and accuracy
would be very great.

premE——

PROVINCIAL DEVELOPMENT.

We hardly suppose that the govern-
ment will bring down at the coming ses-
sion any broad measure for provincial
development. /The people do not expect
it, and as the session is to be a short
one, there will hardly be time for the
consideration. of any comprehensive
scheme, If such public bills as are ab-
solutely necessary and pressing private
bills are disposed of, we think the people
will be quite willing to ‘wait until next
year for any large measure calculated to
open the province to colonization and en-
terprise. We may venture to suggest,
however, that steps ought to be taken at
an early day to formulate a broad policy
and secure, if possible, the co-operation of
the federal government in carrying it
out. It was a part of Mr. Turner’s plan
that the two governments should act to-
gether in matters of. this kind, so far as
related to railway construction. We do
not know that any understanding was
ever arrived at or attempted with Sir
Wilfrid Laurier in regard to what ought
to be done, and the respective duties of
the Province and the Dominion in re-
gard thereto, We submit that such an
understanding ought to be arrived at, if
possible, this year, so that effect may be
given to it by legislation in 1901.

The question is many-sided and calls
for carefnl consideration. Take the mat-
ter of railway construction, which most
persogs think of first when provincial de-
velopment is spoken of. It is certainly
desirable to avoid anything like a con-
flict of plans between the two govern-
ments on this important subjeet. = Yet
unless some munderstanding is reached,
such a conflict is likely to occur. - At
present the goyernments do not consider
each other in the matter of railway im-
corporation. If a company applies to the
local house for a charter, the fact that
another company may have already re-
ceived or may. be applying to parliament
for a charter for substantially the same
route, is not taken into account, and,

case of application to parliament. Some
understanding ought 10 be reached on

it would ndt by advisable to take the'

adhered to with fidelity, not to state the |.

oecur in countin / Tines. - Such - things:

vice versa, the rule holds géod in the

thh point. Whes it comes to granting
assistance to railways, it is surely de-
sirable that there should be no antagon-

it. We express no opinion as to this istic -actien wetween the Province and |tien
the Dominfon. It i also important that|p
: ] ) tis a im; nt it

a;'; understunding; should be reachied as
to.the plan.to he adopted in opening the
unoccupied: portiens of the province by
railways. We have at hand a cdee
directly in point. Shall the province fol-
the lead of the Dominion in refusing for
the time being any acts of incorporation
to companies seeking to make their
'ocean termini in territory in poseession
of the United States?

Then there is the question of coloniza-
tion. It is desirable that, if anything
is to be done in this direction, the two
governments should co-operate, We
have many thousands of acres of land
admirably adapted to settlement. Doubt-
less our agricultural areas are not near-
ly as extensive as those of the North-
west, but they compare very favorably
with those of the other provinces. Is
there anything that the Dominion can
do towards securing a good. class of set-
tlers for our vacant acres, and if so,
to what extent can the province co-
operate in the work?

The advancement of agriculture is
a subject upon which the two govern-
ments can work in harmony. British Co-
lumbia derives some benefit' from the
federal department of agriculture, but
we do not suppose very great ingenuity
would have to be exercised to discover
methods by which greater good might
be -accomplished by the two govern-
ments working together.

Such are some of the subjects upon
which we think there ought to be co-
operation between the province and the
Dominion, and it might be advisable for
representatives of the governments to
meet and take these and other subjects
up. We make this suggestion with the
hope that it will be acted uwpon.

B iak BRI CC T i (Cick

IN CHINA.

No degree of optimism ean relieve the
tension existing in every one’s mind con-

cerning the condition of things in China.
The news from day to day only serves
to increase the anxiety. Amid the mass
of contradictions from FPekin the fact
stands out pre-emimently that no news
has come out from the Europeans since
June 24. It is scarcely credible that
for eighteen days it would bave been im-
possible to get a message of some kind
through, if there were any Europeans
alive to send it. The story that a mes-
sage was received at Chee Foo on July
8 from Sir Robert Hart, saying, “Close
to good-bye. Near the end,” must not
be interpreted as meaning that at that
date Sir Robert was alive and well. We
do not know how long it took to get the
message to Chee Foo.

A very serious feature of the case is
the lack of co-operation between -the
commanders of the allied forces. Quite
naturally no ene of them feels called
upon to subordinate to those of the oth-
ers, and while it may be suggested that
! a majority should rule, there is no way
| of enforcing such z deeision. This is
a phase of the pase that’ean only be set-
tled by the representative governments;
but even if such a plan is agreed upon
it will be a very poor makeshift, for it
by no means follows that the decision of
a majority would be the best to follow.
Moreover, if Japan is going to place 50,
000 men in the field, her gemerals can
hardly be expected to be governed by the
wishes of the commanders of smaller
forces. We see no way out of the dif-
ficulty. International jealousy may eas-
ily weaken the strength of the allies,
if it has not already done so.

A surprising feature of the frouble is
the military prowess displayed by the
Chinese forces. The contrast between
what has transpired during the past
few weeks and the corduct of the Chin-
ese army in the war with Japan is mar-
vellous. The men who are giving the
allies so much to do te take care of
themselves and have made the ddvance
to Pekin an impossibility for the pres-
ent, have the best modern gums and know
how to- use them. It is no longer an
undisciplined rabble that China presents
to her enemies.

A Washington dispateh announces
that the United States proposes to take
an active part in the advance to Pekin.
This is only possible because the United
States is not at war with China. Con-
gress only can deelare war, and congress
is not in session. 8o we may see the
extraordinary spectacle of a nation’s sol-
diers fighting the army of another nation
with which it is theoretically at peace.
In this connection it is interesting to
note that Germany has appointed a new
minister to Pekin. Yet only a week or
8o ago the Kaiser deelared that Ger-
many would never rest content until she
had dictated terms of peace at the Chin-
ese capital.

_

-Reference was made in these columns
a few days ago to the proposed enforced

cisco Chinatown to another locality.
Yesterday a dispatch announced that the
Chinamen - affected were prepafing a
statement of their claims for damages,
and that they would amount to $27,000,-
000. 'This is eight or ten times as much

as was estimated by those who proposed
the removal,

We are not sure that we agree with
the Times when it says that the medical
men must be allowed to settle their dif-
ferences in their own way. The medi-
cal men, the members of the loeal pro-
fession, the dentists, the pharmaecists and
others came before the legislature “and
ask for certain privileges. When these
were given to them an implication was
creased that they will be employed for
the public good, and if a disposition ex-
ists to abuse them, the public have a
right to interfere. We do not wish to

removal of the Chinese from San Fran-}

the medical faculty and the federated so-
cieties. . -We are- only taking the posi-
gt, while' the- personal, social dand
onal disagreements of professions
may be left, and indeed ought to be
left, to the members of the professions
150 settle, the manner in vhich privileges
extended’ by ‘the lekislature are' employ-
ed is a fit and proper subject for dis-
eussion in the most public way.

it
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Visitors painted the town orange yes-
terday. It was, certainly a very fime
gathering of people.

Mr. Dunsmuir complaints of a great
shortage of miners. He said yester-
day that he eould give immediate em-
ployment to five hundred good men. Is
the inference from this that the peeple
of Canada are emjoying exceptional pros-
perity?

Our ex-Licutenant-Goyernor seems to
be in the mature of a continuous per-
formance, so far as Ottawa is concern-
ed. Senator Mills has delivered him-
self ;upon the econstitutional question,
declaring against the action of the Gov-
ernor. We shall reprint the speech when
it comes to hand.

The annual meeting of the Board of
Trade will be held this afternoon. There
ought to be a full attendance. The
business of the meeting is the election
of officers and the consideration of the
annual. = report. Lieutenant-Governor
Joly will be on hand and his presence
will add to the interest of the occasion.

We have a letter from a correspondent
who thimks the time is ripe for the in-
auguration of “a painting and decorating
crusade’ in Victoria. He is quite right,
and the ripeness is reaching a stage
that is rather excessive. It is surprising
what a little work in the line mentioned
would do for the city. We would scarce-
ly recognize ourselves after it.

Dr. Ernest Hall takes exception to the
language employed in the interview with
a fellow-physician printed in these col-
umns yesterday, and we think he is en-
titled to an expressiomn of regret from
the Colonist, and the explanation that
there is no desire on the part of this pa-
per to publish: a line which will in any
way refleet upon him personally or in
his character as a physician. We as-
sumed “that the language to which he
takes exception was used solely in re-
gard to professional etiguette, and al-
though it was stronger than the Colonist
would itself have employed, it was not
our’s but that of the physieian inter-

viewed.
e e e
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TEES VS. QUADRA.

Sir:—In_your issue of Friday may be
seen in one column certain statements
from Captain ‘Walbran of the Quadra to
the effect ilas = follows:: “The Quadra
cruised all over the: fishing grounds and
examined into the conditions of the dif-
ferent streams;. all of which will be em-
bodied in the commander’s report to the
fisheries department.” The reader would
infer from statements made by the cap-
tain that the. fish. are very scarce owing
to the manner in which the fishery regu-
lations are being violated, and adds: “Of
course all the streams are not depleted
but the salmon are nething like as plenty
as they were,”” He refers to one instance
of a cannery in the midst of the fishing
streams now having to send 90 miles for
their fish, and thinks that there is room
for the service of a fishery protection ves-
sel in the morth. Now the writer has
had some fishing experience in the north
and he thinks tlat the captain would
much like to be the commander of a fleet
instead of a lone craft. The cannery
above referred to in the midst of streams
must be in the vicinity of Rivers Inlet
and Bella Bella and on the Namu. In
order that the commander may be in full
possession. of the facts I refer to him the
account on the same subject brought
down by the Tees, on the same page and
the next column to the statement from
himself, and reads this way: ‘“Hiyu Sal-
mon.” “On the Namu when the' Tees
left that inlet, a. very big run was on.
(Both boats came down almost together.)
In Bella Coola inlet, teo, there was a
big run. of fish and the new cannery at
Namu and Rivers Inlet canneries had an
average pack of 2,000 to 1,500 cases.
There. was also a big run on the Naas,
the canneries there having taken about
6,000, fish last week.”” ‘The eaptain on
the Tees is no doubt net looking for the
commandership of a fleet, judging from
the succount brought down on the same
suvject and at the same time,

FISH.
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LOST AN ARM.

Chief Bngineer Anney of the Siam
Meets With a Distressing Accident.

Chief Engineer Anney of the big col-
lie~ Siam lost his right arm by an acci-
dent yesterday morning at Ladysmith,
where the vessel is loading coal. He
had been to Nanaimo with other officers
of the collier, and got off the morning
train at Ladysmith. As the train was
about to pull eut again he remembered
that he had left something on board,
and attempted to get back to the car.
As he put his foot on the step he slipped
and fell under the now moving train,
his arm Dbeing caught and terribly
crushed. None of the train crew had
noticed the accident, and the train com-
tinued on its way. . Fortunately there
was a special coming down, and Mr.
Anney .was placed on board this and
taken to the Chemainus hospital, and
the injured arm was amputated. It
was at first thought that he had bggn
killed—and in fact he was unconscious
until after the operation. Mr. Anney
is about 52 years of age.
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Pain from indigestion, dyspepsia, and too
hearty eating, is relieved at once by tak%nx
one of Carter’s Little Liver Pills immediat-
ely after dinner. Don’t forget this.

—_—O———

A distinction with a difference: Shopman
—*‘“Here is a very nice thing in revolving
book-cases, madam.’” Mrs, Newrich—‘‘Oh,
are those revolving book-cases? I thought

be thought to be expreseing any opin-

they called them circulating libraries,”—
The King.
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ion as to the vomtroversy now disturbing ’The 8mw Of

Silver Islet

A Famous Property Out of
Which Millions Were
Taken.

How Two S8chemers Made @&
Pile of Money om the
Stock.

From the Montreal Herald.

.We had beeg talking of men wio get
rieh out of mines, and how they do it;
selling out their stock at high prices
when a poecket of rich ore has been
struck. and buying it back dirt cheap
when they know another good thing is-at
hand, and when the public believe the
mine to be played out. Cap. Davis, who
had mined and drunk whiskey in most
parts of the world where there is gold,.
recalled a peculiar case of the kind in.
connection with the Silver Islet mine,
the great Lake Superior property, out of
which three or four millions worth of
silver bullion were taken before the
water was allowed to get down the shafts
ﬂlf“il swamp "-ge workings.

was in charge of one of the gangs at
the time”—the Cap began, “andgthegs en-
gineers in charge were Cornishmen like
myself.. They knew their part of the
business, and being brothers, they kept
their secrets pretty close. The fact is
they kept their minds to them-
selves too much to suit some people who
gould have been glad of a little informa-

on.

*Perhaps you don’t know it, but Silver
Islet was a tiny speck out there in the
water, only a third of an acre or so at
the beginning, although it grew to be
larger by and by, as the rock taken out
of the shafts was carefully piled round
the shores. Even then the area was mnot
greatly increased, but the artificial sea-
wall kept the water off pretty well and
left room on the islet for the men to move
about a little,

“There were ups and downs about Sil-
ver Islet, just as there have been with
every good mine ever opened. We would
come to a pocket of amazingly rich ore,
generally a. large body of it, and after
that there would be a long time of work-
ing through.rocks that gave next to noth-
ing. It got so that the managers, we'll
call them George and Bob—they were
brothers, and. both knew all there is to
be known about mining—could always
tell by the trend of the assays, and by
certain other indications, when a new
pocket was about to-be reached. In fact
there is no keeping a secret of that kind
around a mine, and the men knew what
was coming as well as the managers.
But there are degrees of knowledge, and
it pays to be on the inside.

“Well, over.in Port Arthur there were
some people who had got rich and poor
agazin more than once on Silver Islet
shares, and one especially who generally
came out on. the right side. He kept
well in touch with some of the miners by
giving them a little something every
time they went to Port Arthur, and
there was a standing agreement that as
soon a8 it was sure that another pocket
had been struck two men would leave
secretly for town. Then the scheme was
for the Old Man.to take train around to
Duluth, where much of the stock was
held, buy up as much as possible while
it was cheap; and be ready to sell out at
a ‘big e(f.mﬁt as soon as the official news
arriv
“The men had their canoe always at
hand, and were ready to start in the mid-
dle of the night if the news happened to
come then. ‘Thunder Bay was frozen ov-
er, however, before the strike was made,
so what does the Old Man do but buy
them a seligh and a first-class dog team,
which would carry them over the ice in
record style in case of meed.

“Omne night there were fresh signs that
a pocket was likely to be struck and all
hands, not excepting the Old Man's spies,
were greatly excited. That night George
sent word that he and Bob would be in
the mine themselves to see how things
were going, and he sent word also that
the two men who owned the dog team
were to be transferzed from the night to
the day shift. I den’t know how they
got' their information about the Old
Man’s game, but I have noticed that sec-
rets are hard to keep, and anyway there
was the dog team with its eight husky
animals, which demanded a better ex-
planation than. was forthcoming.

“That night all hands worked hard, and
sure enough, at a little after three in the
morning, George overhauled the debris
aiter a blast and. found silver, large lumps
of quartz, with. the native silver looking
out everywhere.. Thiz was what all had
been waiting for. George and Bob went
un satiefied and. a8 we thought, to bed.
The rest of us wurked on until gix in the
morning, when the day shift came and
relieved us.

“When the Old Man’s two spies got
down and:saw whai had been done in the
night ‘they were greatly flustered. Al-
ready they had lost bours, Disregarding
threats of ¢ismissal, they went up to the
moutn of the mine aud set off to get the
dogs ard: the sled. They were gone. So,
it turned. wut, were the managers. Not
suspecting that they had been tricked,
the men waited tiil the next day, but as
the managers had net then returned, they
started off together for Port Arthur with
the news and the Old Man posted off by
next train for Duiwth.

“Arrived there, however, he found the
local stock au bevght up. - Some was of-
fered, but it was &' u price as high as he
had himself expected to sell for. It took
him a couple of days to account for this,
but when he learned that George and
Bob had arrived one morning by dog
train, he kmew what had happened.
“The faet is that the managers had had
some schemes of their own, based on the:
known peculiarities of the mine, and
were Yery much put about when they
discovered that the Old Man in Port
Arthur was paying spies to look after his
interests. There seemed to them to be
only ‘one thing to do, and beimg a deter-
mined pair, they did it. An hour after
the strike was made they had harnessed
the dogs, loaded the sleigh with provi-
sions, and were driving the dogs ower the
ice. And they did not eross Thunder
Bay or go to Port Arthur. Not then.
Instead they struek out over the shore
line ice for Duluth. They took chances
of never being seen again, but it seemed
the only way open to them te get im
ahead of the Old Man. They succeeded,
and made a pile of money, which they
spent on foolishness in the next two
years,
they suffered on that two hundved mile
journey over Lake Superior ice, you will
have to make the trip for yourselves.
They told me about it, and I saw how
they looked; but the only way to under-
stand 'that kind of an experience is to
have one like it. I don’t’ want it in
mine, not for a controlling interest in the

Comstock Lode.” w. .

But if you want to know what .

IMPORTA

8.C. Board of
ference
Co

At the Annual |
An Intereg
So

(From Saturday’s Dally

Yesterday afternoon’s m|
British Columbia Board of
for the purpose of discussin
first annual report, was a
ant one. There was a lar,
of members, and Sir Henri
present by invitation, deli
instructing and valuable a

What made the meeting
more than usually importan
: ing of a resolution req
‘coming council of the Bo
to arrange for a conferenc
date at Nanaimo between
trade of Victoria, Vancouve
minster and Nanaimo for t
discussing Northern transpqg
lems generally and ways a
wards securing an all-Cana
the Yukon.

President W. A. Ward
chair, and there were preg
Henri Joly and his private
B. Powell), L. G. McQu
Barle, M. P., J. A. Mara,
Lindley Crease, Beaumon
B. W. Aikman, H. Grahan}
chell, T. W. Paterson, Jan
Captain J. D, Warren, S
Harrie Ross, R. Seabrook
Candless, J. ». Pemberton,
B. W. Greer, Ben. Gordon
Charles Todd, J. J. Shallerg
wood, ©. H. Lugrin, H. T
M. P. P, J. Harvey, F.
Arthur Robertson, G. A.
Foulkes, A. P. Luxton,
bolt, Moses Lenz, H. J. Sco
Langley.

President Ward felt gred
introducing Lieutenant-Gov
those present. He was s
extend to His Honor a mos
come.

Secretary Elworthy then
nual report. It is a mod
document. Following are|
tracts, which will be read

TWENTY-FIRST ANNUA

To the Members of the B
bia Biard of Trade:

Gentlemen,—For twenty
our predecessors, when
presented the board with a
of conditions and the lea
cial events of British Col
their respective terms of
our privilege to submit
sideration a similar report
past twelve months,

MINING.

Qt . the. various - indu
c¢ontinues © to oecupy
first importance and its
growth for so new an enf
tainly very encouraging,
table of production during
ending 1899 speaking for

Production for each ye
to 1899, inclusive:

The increase of 131-6
ing 1899, compared with
year, is due to a large 4
placer and lode, copper 4
output of silver and lead
ing off, due principally
down to galena mines in
trict, consequent upon thd
mine owners to agree on
mle. Although the sh
amounted to $879,480, th
actual workings have sti
belief, previously expres
ness and permanency of 1
Slocan district,

Trail Creek.—Notwith
troubles and closing dow
the two principal mines,
division holds its leadin|
producer, last year the
Ting 180,300 tons of ore, v
086. Six mines contribu
of this quantity and 1,70
the output of the othe
which there are over t
velopment works are pr
of note. The output f
is good, now that a saf]
ment has been arrived
miners and mine owners

Boundary Creek.—The|
west of Trail Creek is K
ary Creek and embrace
and Kettle River. It is
ed, principally in gold a
shipments so far have
ore being mostly low
long transportation unj
difficulty will soon be
erection of smelters nea
two are now nearly col
meantime much devel
been done and it is claj
‘Property alone ore to ty
over eleven million doll
“vealed. A large area
Creek country is not
Pected and it is comp
are no maps of that port
‘tle River. 'The numbe
-certificates issued during
‘I®arly double the num
previous year. These
do pot accurately indi
mining activity in_Bou
it must be remembered
1899 session of the legis
law was amended to ma
for a miner working i
out the certificate, whid
“<compulsory.

Osoyoos.—In Os0yo00s,
«©f and adjoining tha
character of the ore bo
besides' gold and coppd
and free-milling ores.
-etamp mills working,
has already received i
sturn of about 5O per g




