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dmoraffirm the statement. m-
2«tor accede to the request Hon O w 
Rose Is mentioned a* hi* ”•
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Nothing le mocn
AN AVALANCHE.as to elthan for free 

trade» to esy timt peoteetion inoreaem the 
price of the article protected very needy 
the amount of the protective doty. Tee* 
free trader will quote pages of political 
economy to prove that this la Invariably the 

But the men who" look* about ktid 
and eeSe what is going on under Ik 
every day will find that there are feote, end 
importent facie, too, that do not accord 
with the free trade theory. We find the 
following iUoetration in the editorial "col­
umn* of the Halifax Herald :

For example, for year* pest we have bed 
a duty of 76 cents a barrel on wheat flour. 
According to this Grit theory and conten­
tion, this duty should have made Canadien 
wheat flour In Canada 76 cents, or nearly 
76 cents e barrel higher than the seme grade 
of United State* floor in the United States ; 
but everybody knows that Canadian floor 
In Canada le not one cent a barrel higher 
than is the same grade el flour in the United 
States. Nevertheless oar protective duties 
on wheat and floor have been worth 
millions of dollars to onr wheat raisers 
and, floor manufacturers, by shutting out 
the foreign. stuff and securing our home 
market for our home producers. It is the 
home market, not the higher price, that onr 
producers want. The Chronicle's statement, 
that if the tariff does not raise the price of 
the home product then it falls of its pur­
pose, le utterly wrong. The iatagfoaf * 
protective tariff is to secure a honxFmarket 
to the home producer, not to enhance the 
price of the home product, and this laudable 
purpose le most successfully accomplished 
in the case of the floor duties. This single 
example is suffi aient to destroy any pro- 
tended value in the Grit theory, and to teach 
the wholesome lesson thet in ench matters, 
if we want to be right, we muet be guided 
by particular facts, not by general theories.

The Herald Instances the duty on 
“ boiler plate ’’ as another fiscal paradox. 
A duty of 100 per cent, was placed on stere­
otype plates such as' are now extensively 
used by publishers. An outcry was raised 
against this heavy tax on a very useful 
article, and Mr. McLean, M.P., who it was 
believed was instrumental in getting the 
tariff changed to suit hie own private inter­
ests, was pitched into right and left. But 
Mr. McLean eileccad hie critics when he 
proved to them that Canadian publishers 
were, after the duty had been imposed, 
able to get their plates cheaper from the Can­
adian manufacturer then the United States 
publisher could buy them from the Yankee 
manufacturer. The free trade theory is 
that after the 100 per cent, doty was impos­
ed the Canadian publisher would have to 
pay for hi* plates at least 90 per cent, more 
than the American publisher, but the fact 
proved that the Canadian pistes. witra; the 
cheaper of the two.

AffirtoMtantfisp and throwing the land ont of aalttvetfon'whera- 
oan be lessened.”

According to this It is, in these days, 
vary easy Indeed fee a man In England to be 
tend poor. The 
noveliekgoto from bi* 200 acres of fondmay 
be represented by—36 pounds Sterling. It 
should not be forgotten for a moment that 
the country in which the farmer is in ench a 
sad condition has enjoyed the benefits and 
t&ebfartingsof free trade for nearly fifty 
resit And yet there are men In tills 
Dominion jwho recommend free trade to its 
firmer* as a sore euro1 for all the ill* they 
have to beer. vv '"

DewrtHtion ofOne of Hw» Frequent 
Occurrences i„ the Mountain

TODAT, MBBPABT 8» IffiA
■W ^ _________ _ Um tl .theta

mads of the Inhabitants of Gnat Britain inII *7
18 A BARGAIN A BARGAIN / the application of free trade Country.

It wee thought that the Paris arbitration 
was «complete and final settlement of the 
fur seal question. That; arrangement eras 
made by persons supposed to be competent, 
end after an fa: qairy which eras believed to 
be exhaustive. It wee thought at the time 
by many that, practically, the Americana 
had much the beet of the bargain. It was, 
it is true, decided that they had no pro­
perty in the seals found swimming In the 
high seas, but it was believed by both Brit­
ish subjects and American eltlseos that 
the regulations agreed upon were almost, it 
not altogether, as favorable to American In­
terests as if the claim of the United States 
to property in the seals had been acknowl­
edged. A dose season was established in 
order that the seals should not be disturbed 
during the breeding season, end e sone sixty 
miles in diameter around the Pribyioff is­
lands was marked off a* e preserve for the 
seals. Then there were restrictions as to 
the weapons to be used in killing the seals, 
which by many were regarded as prohibi­
tory. Everything necessary to make the 
arbitration binding was done by the high 
contracting parties.

Then, again, the consequences of pelagic 
sealing were as well known when the arbi­
tration was going on as they ere now. A 
great deal waa then heard about the evil of 
killing female seals “ heavy with young,” 
and of the waste in killing them with fire­
arms. All the conditions of sealing were as 
well understood then as they are now, and 
it could not be said that the arbitrators 
were ignorant of any material fact connected 
with the dispute on which they were adju­
dicating.

The United States Government was well

which the great

How It Starts, Gathers Strength hud 
Hurries on Its Destructive 

• Journey.

I LAURIER* TIMIDITY.

The Montreal Gesette commends Mr. 
Joly, who hK» Protestent, for having had 
the courage to spy plainly what his views 
sire on the Manitoba school question, and it 
contrasta the open, manly eonrse which that 
eminent Liberal ttae taken with th*, fencing 
and shuffling of the Leader of the Oppo­
sition on the same subject. Mr. Laorfor 
two years ago expressed himself on the 
Manitoba school question in substantially 
the same way as he did the other day in 
Montreal. “If,'* said he in the House 
of Commons, “the statement Is founded 
on fact, whloh is made by His Grslos 
Archbishop Toohe, and- whloh is repeated 
in all the petitions coming from the Roman 
Catholics of Manitoba, that, under the 
guise of publie schools, Protestant schools 
are being continued and that Roman Cath­
olic children are compelled, under the law, 
to attend what are in reality Protestant 
schools, I say that the efrongwt oase has 
been made for the Interference by this Gov­
ernment.” This statement, like the one 
made the other day, is qualified by an “ if.” 
Two years have passed swsy and Mr. Lau­
rier is apparently as ignorant of the true 
character of the Manitoba schools as he was 
when he mode the above declaration in Par­
liament. Mr. Laurier has not In two years 
been able to find out whether the 
public aohools established la Manitoba 
are or are not Protestant schools. It might 
be supposed that In a very important mat­
ter of this kind an intelligent man like Mr. 
Laurier would be able to find out the truth 
with regard to what he declares to be a 
matter of faot. The Hon. Mr. Joly does 
not ooonpy so prominent a place in the Lib­
eral party ae the Hon. Mr. Laurier, yet he 
considered it his duty to satisfy himself 
whether the Manitoba schools are secular 
merely, or whether they are Protestant, and 
having mastered the facts of the oase he 
soon formed e decided opinion, whloh he has 
had the courage to express publicly. Bat 
Mr. Laurier 1* either not endowed with Mr. 
Joly’* discernment or he doe* not pom*** 
Mr. Joly’s moral courage. After comment­
ing on what it regards as Mr. Laurier’» 
“ cowardice ” the Gazette goes on to sey :

But, some person* may rejoin, what ta 
the policy of the Government t And we ob­
serve that Mr. Laurier made on Inferential
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rougheet bit
of Nature yon have ever open, or toko a ft waa $286,000. 1
newspaper, crumple U into s hall and plao- Toronto, Feb. 19.—Rev. Featherstone 
Ing it on a table suppose all Its raised part* Lake Oder, one of the most eminent An- 
to bespeaks and the hoUoww, ravines; picture glioan clergymen of the past generation 
the sharp edges as ridges more or les* Urn- d,edon Saturday In hi* ninety-sixth year! 
bered, the hollows bare, smooth or steep, as known the„ well
the roof of the steepest house yon know of, city, Dr. Wm. O.leTff’jfhn. Hojkfa! Unh 

and yon have an idee of the mountain* and varsity,, F L. Oder of Qu'Appelle, and B 
gorge* of the Slooan. Oder of Winnipeg era eon* of the deceased.

Let us suppose we are standing near the , Gttsim, Fob. 19.—Peter Mahon, of A her- 
summit of one of these ridges, on a bright, “d p*tren. was

=Ti js- »-t..
dx to eight feet deep in the timbered ridges ****”” outl ta Matahido town-
and any depth you like In the ravines; the wven Dew In the past
tun goto warmer ; up above yon, near the „ 7
crest of the mountelo, little bits of crystals Hamilton, Feb* 19.—Carescsll 6 OshiH,

widens screes the guloh; in an instant the ogalMt Th»7 S^Botato^ PrinttoT Com^v 
b to JnoMT’ snd 7lth* for 160,000for elleged libdT The roti^J 

htadnf, rustling sound end an upheaval based on two articles whloh appeared to tlw 
along its rdge^ goes hurling down the Spectator on January 11. a diyor twoafter 
.8°r**-, “d fMber ft glides ; the air the collapse at Binkley HolloJ
LaSti.-“. =-"»£, r-b. la-n.

low it is a mad torrent ; the noise Inoreasee E j .’’"Jî}10, 4°0tton
as It gains momentum. * Tilton, lor 949,000. in the interests

Rock* ere torn loose, broken to atom* or OQft*ndrle 0there- work*
ground to powder, trees uprooted and _ * 36,0001
broken to pieces, logs smashed to ipllntere. Kingston, Feb. 20.—Advices from Bng- 
At half a mile oh its path it presents a crest land indicate that the statue Of the late Sir 
of 9» to 30 feet In height and moves* f is ter John MaedonaM, to be erected et Kingston, 
than an axprew train; woe betide any living will be reedy for unveiling on Dominion 
thing in fan way now. Nothing made by day. 
man can stand before it, the wind of it* 
creation ta a hurricane, a cloud of snow dust 
fellows in its wake; In a seething torrent it 
poors over rock end precipice, end moving 
restotlesriy on leaves in its track broken and 
crushed fragmente of rook end tree and the 
smooth and polished grasse* In the gorge.
The thunder die»; ta gone; and the avalanche 
is passed. Down at the foot of the slope, a 
mue away, mountains of snow tossed np in 
hopeless chads, e wild tangle of rooks, earth, 
trees and logs remain to mark the slide, and 
often, alas 1 too often, the bodies of brave 
men caught in its mad rush lie buried deep 
In its icy embrace.

All around you can hear, day and night, 
the distant muffled roar of passing avalanches; 
they come end go at all times end at all 
hours, each year a new one is created; for 
the older ones ere well known. They have 
claimed their blood tribute ; each has its record 
of brave men done to death. These aval- 
anohes are everywhere ; there b not e 
wagon road or mountain trail that does not 
cross the path of several ; on the Kaslo-Slo- 
o»n road to New Denver there ere five dr 
six ; on the winter rood to Sandon and Cody 
Creek, fomr ; all trails to the mine* oroes 
and ro-oroes these moving destroyers ; yet 
at the season of greatest danger there h 
more traffic on these roods end trails than 
on many highways fat civilization. Marvel- 
lons eeeapes are an every day matter. No 
one hesitates or delays on account of the 
peril to be incurred. Often, very often, the! The
snow-slide partes aféW'ftetfrom the ore- ourtallmept of tivlo _____ ____
laden peek team, but not always without Mull*, the German deported from He- 
warning. In an instant men end- animals wall, has appealed to the olty for help. He 
are overwhelmed and toeaed like straws in will be given work on thé streets 1er three 
the boil of, geething snow ; It is merciful that weeks. He was a prosperous business man 
death is toe tan tan ecus. Id Honolulu.

The force of the wind created by one of The Weekly Main louder, Vanoonver.is to 
thege larger slides is well nigh incredible ; be taken over by Mr. Bailey, of Weetmin- 
1° the valley of the HleoUlewaet on the line star, add run as a campaign sheet (daily) in 
of the Canadian Pacifie, tree tops are cut off the interest of the Liberal party of Burrard. 
by the force ot the wind on the opposite Frank, the botcher, charged with having 
side of the ravine through which the half a tod of tainted pork on his premises 
eveianche descends. The now is pressed odd exposing ton rolls for sale, was fined 
into the hardness of ice end literally tears $20 this morning, the meat being burned et 
or grinds to powder everything in its path, the crematory.
The many deplorable fatalities that have The court of revision met this morning 

FALSEHOOD AND FAOT lately occurred In the Slcoan are partly due and adjourned till March 4.JF^lMmaWDAND FAOT. * the destruction of the tfan&T on the J. D. Scott has been sent to Washington,
The Mowing statement from Tuesday’s wooded by the fearfal fires of last DU, in the interest* of the lumber men of

— , y summer ; the trees holding np the enow and British Columbia. He will interview the
Tfanea ta characteristic: The Colonist preventing sliding. We read of many brave membeN of the government in reference to 
does not believe any snob thing, bat in end hereto seta-deeds of Dering do ; bat the present duty on cedar. Cedar Is very 
defending a tariff that taxes Bibles six rants ■«'•Jy th* patient courage thet dally takes plentiful here end of fine quality. It b
a pound, and admits playing sards free it r^n,°h“0** °° lIoP«s thought a mistake has been made in classify.

8 it ta the mountains of the Slooso deserves ing tiiis commodity as dutiable when fir
has a hard road to travel, ko. Here we more than a parting tribute. lumber is on the free list.
have the usual mlxtnre of Ignorance, en-------------------—-—. Lrat night a oity braneh of the Coneerva-
serupulousnees and foolhardiness ins very * MATTKlt OV mmuaw **T* *wo0**ttott wee organised in West-
small oompoM. The truth is Bible, are not A MATTKBOF COUBSB. min,tar. ^ ^ ^
taxed six cents e pound and pU,lug card. Sa» Fbancwco, Feb. 20.-E. A, Cox, jatfb^k^ wrabrought MorJju^' Hrt- 

ere not free. If the idiot who penned, that secretary of the North American Gommer- risen to-day on the charge of obtaining 
paragraph had taken the trouble to look at oial Company, was asked what he believed ““““F under false pretenses. He pleaded 
the tariff from which he professes to quote the object of the bill before congres* to wef *we f**1* Mrat ot
he-would Imve found thet if is the Bible* exterminate web end the amendment to prisoner””7 * wu toned °“ **
whloh era free, and it ta the card* that era ^ kUHng/» ora ~twoyea^ Hi* J. P. Plant, come, up for a .peedy trial
taxed not six rant, a pound, but tix rant. S^Il obj^t ol ™A to draw att^ t°-m°Cr0W-

bkabt faildkbl
F— u talw owTabm wiping’ont M,w Y|11‘I- F,b‘ 20—Bowdin, ® 

the entire stock at onoe.' This to really Year* old, who Uvea with her daughter, Mr*.
^!.BrI‘lî,h *0Te™““* Hàr,ey Hlll<>ck-1» Bridgehampton, teemed

to the extermination of the seals and the *he family phyefadan did all he oonld hat 
eonsequent utter annihilation of e big indue- shé'ssnk rapidly. Old friends «rare railed 
try for the sake of a handful of seal hunt- I» and the iorrowln* family waited t„ the

5 L;r•
Mat hunting for â year or two is to apply to ***** *<* the heart beat* and pronoanoed
Pribyioff islands, aa if it dew it will work the woman dead. The undertaker was
os serions injury.” about to measure the body for a casket

Washington, Feb. 20,-The President s*en tmeef the family instated that the 
has tasued hie annual proclamation regard- woman might not *e deed. The phydolan, 

wsft- The document, which to ^wtitiy him, injected a heart restorative, 
dated Feb. 18, hut made publie to-day, dit- There was a perceptible movement of the 
fere fa. no rwpeot from the previous publiée- eyelfab and the woman's breert moved up 
tien taued by the United States and the “d ^°wn faintly. Seen she began to 
provbiroa of aeotion 1,666, revised statutes, breathe and finally opened her eyw. Those 
end of Mrtlon 3 of the set of March 2,1886, j]*0®* the bedside watched in amassment, 
ore quoted. Those provisions forbid under The women won got up end in lew then an 
th» P^T crt fioe ond imprisonment, the konr,w*« walking about the rooeo. Mrs. 
unauthorized killing of any fur seal within Bowden says the attaok.ewmed like a faiet- 
th* territory of Alaska or the waters there- log spell.
«, at any time, end prohibit all unsuihor- —............ ...... ................ .

the waters of VENEZUELA'S P&OSBECTS.
j^^,*ojhe forbidden wmJ*££& Nxw York, Feb. flO.-Goont Jewph Orel

side of that zin* between Ms/and July in eh"x#d Wi* an official mission by hi* gov- 
each yert, emmentu He is here to contract for and

routiML arecoLBTiom

teheme of agrioultural colonisation. In an 
tatorview he raid that the prospect, of 
Vear zuelaare the brightest and mortpeaoe- 
ful enjoyed by that country in many years
.11 hZA ‘bMdoned

but in the midst of perfect oivto tranquBity.
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HOW TO BNOOURAQB AGRICUL­
TURE.

The organ of the Opposition seems to 
think that the farmer» and ranchers of 
British Columbia ought to feel delighted at 
th* preepeiet of the duty being *qfc«. 0ff 
American agricultural produce and Ameri­
can live stock and fresh meat It seems to 
think that the proper way to encourage 
agriculture in this Province and to Induce 
men to settle on the lend is to take the dnty 
off wheat, oats, barley, potatoes, butter, 
obese*, hay, live animale and'meat coming 
from the United States. British Columbia 
farmers find it difficult to compete with 
their American neighbors with the dnty in 
their favor, how will they be able to get 
along if the duties were taken off altogether, 
ea they wUl be if Sir Richard Cartwright 
jhae the making of the next tariff t 
If the free trade Government takes from 
British Columbia agriculturists and stock- 
raisers the Only market worth anything to 
them, how is the country to be settled, and 
where is the farmer to get the money to buy 
the cheap goods which the free traders ere 
bragging about 1 Fifty cents is an impossible 
price to a man who has not got fifty oents, 
and the oase of the farmer will be all the 
harder to bear when he knows that the Gov­
ernment, to support which he pays heavy 
taxes, allowed his market to be so glutted 
with foreign produce as to cause him to lose 
a greet many fifty-cent pieces. The farmer, 
whoJias been undersold by the starvation 
prices prevailing in Washington State, will 
not feel that a lesson In the Times on politi­
cal economy is any compensation for the 
low he fa made to suffer by the operation of 
e free trade tariff. Like the English farmer 
he will hove cause to condemn the trade 
policy that out of all he raises 
leaves him and his family hardly enough to

E
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| Woodstock, Feb. 20.—W. W. Buchanan 
was nominated by the Prohibitionists to con­
test 8j*th Oxford against Sir Richard Cart­
wright and Mr. Sutherland. The former 
will run, while the letter will require time 
to consider the nomination.

Kinoston, Feb. 20.—B. M. Britton, Q.C . 
was last night nominated as the Liberal 
candidate for the House of Commons for 
Kingston.

and ably represented on the Board of Arbi­
trators, and it employed the best counsel 
that could be found to present lie side of the 
oase and to insist.upon its rights being con­
sidered. Such an arbitration between in­
dividuals would have been :

h

;

regarded as final, 
and the parties to it would be compelled to 
abide by its award. Bnt the United States 
Congress does hot see the arbitration in this 
light. Only one sealing season has passed 
since the award was made, and members of 
that august body, not satisfied "with the re­
sults, ignore the work of the Paris tribunal, 
require the whole question to be recon­
sidered, end they enforce their decision 
with the threat that if it is not acquiesced 
in and acted upon by the parties concerned,
theUnited SteteswlU ™eti.e Power. Itpos-. ta Tol„nt|0 th„t |Uenwon theqeei. 
sesset as owners of the breeding islands, to tlon ought not to weigh against him,4 be- 
exterminate the whole herd of for seals fra- cause the Ministry were equally culpable in 
quanting the Pribyioff Islands. that respect. Let the Government declare

the Committee of the House of Represents- my views are. Well, the Government's 
tivw can reconcile this mode of procedure policy is not concealed In it* inner ran- 
with fair dealing. It is not contended that eoienioe» but fata been plainly stated, and

tine. It b not said that Great Britain has Catholic minority appealed to the federal 
not kept faith with the United States in »“thorities for the dtaallbwanoe of the pro- 
thb matter. There is no complaint in the °.n
report except that the results of the arbi- to seek remedy in the (wnrta^where 

tration have not been what were calculated their contention, if well based, would
be npheld. The oonrta having de­
clared the provincial legislation infra 
vires, the minority then applied to the 
Federal Government for relief under the 
educational clause of the Manitoba Consti­
tutional sot, and the Government again put 
thé machinery of the law into operation for 
the purpose of rawrtaloing whether the ap­
peal could be entertained. A decision in 
the affirmative has now come from the 
highest oonrt In the Empire, and the Gov­
ernment is bound to give effect to thet de­
cision by hearing end deciding the petition 
of tile Roman Catholic minority. Does Mr. 
Laurier object to this course of proceeding T 
If so, what other plan would he have adopt­
ed, what other plan would he adopt now T 
If, as he Uswrted in Toronto, as he declared 
two years ago in Parliament, the whole mat­
ter is a question of fact, and not of law or 
constitution, why has he neglected so long 
to inform hfanwli of the foots ! The answer, 
of course, b obvious. He has not the oonr- 
age to do so, snd so skulks behind a cloak 
of »ilrace, hot daring to come out into the 
open with a straight.forward, honest, and 
manly declaration of pelioy.

?■
(il

Montreal, Feb. 20.—Hon. James Mo- 
Shsne was last night nominated as the Lib­
eral candidate fcr Montreal Centre, at pre­
sent represented by Hon. J. J. Curran.

Winnipeg, Feb. 20.—The statement made 
by Hon. Mr. Ouimet that Premier Green­
way has written a letter promising 
store separate schools should Hon. Mr. 
Laurier be returned to power is given an 
emphatic denial here.
, Chatham, Fob. 20.—The oonnofi after an 
*11 night session has passed a resolution to 
petition the ideal government to Incorporate 
Chatham as a city.

Toronto, Feb. 20.—The Ontario legisla­
ture opens to-morttow.

VAsootrvsR, Feb. 20.—Another private 
meeting of members of the olty oonnoll, 
among utanÿ whloh have taken ptaoe of late, 
was held last night in the Mayor's office.

to re ­

eat.
The lowering of the duty on agricultural 

implements waa followed by oonsequences 
by no means In accordance with free trade 
theories. We give the Herald’» illustration 
in Us own words :

A BAD MEMORY.

The Times says, “ What a terrible thing 
to contemplate. Every country in the world 
tending us cheap clothing, boots and shoes, 
pots, pans, kettles and hardware generally,. 
•spc»i sad sle, beer, and skittles, furniture, 
fruit, bicycles, carriages, and In faot every­
thing we peed.” There are people in Canada 
whorromembrt when, «radar ara venue tariff, 
geode were ponte» liitti 'll'" «^ something 
Hke this rate, and singular to relate, the 
times were hard; very hard Indeed, so hard 
th** people began to deepdr of Canada.

fiemanaded a national policy which 
would check the flood of cheap goods that 
wee swamping thu industries of the country, 
• policy of protection to native industry, 
and," strange to say, times got better almost 
immediately after it WM established, the 
business of the country revived, and Cana­
dians began again to believe in the country.

iCOOMS
Another Instructive* example is afforded 

in the raw of agrioultural implements. 
There was on them for some yean; until 
last spring, a duty of 35 per rant., but Still 
the Canadian machines sold in Canada.»! 
so higher-‘ prioe than-the Unke*s»«W 
machines in the United States. ' Seme 
people, however, expreseed a preference for 
the United 'States manufacture, and : for 
lower duties on them. The duties won 
lowered from 35 per rant, to 20—s rate only 
2| per cent, higher than the Cartwright 
tariff According to Grit theory the. price 
of Canadian machines should have been 
compelled by tide reduction in dnty to have 
come down something Hke 16 per rant,; but 
what was the fact? The Canadian price 
was not affected one rant, proving conclu­
sively that oar farmers had not been paying 
somethifig equivalent, or nearly equivalent, 
to the duties into tike pockets of fate home 
manufacturer.
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The faot that the sealers have sought new 
hunting grounds and that a vary consider­
able portion of the large catch which the re­
port deplores, was taken in waters alto­
gether outside the area over whloh the juris­
diction of the Paris arbitration extended, is 
not, aa far as we ran see, mentioned in the 
report. When all the circumstances are con­
sidered; it will be surprising if Mr. Wilson’s 
bill is carried In Congress, and still more 
surprising if, in the event of Its being car­
ried, it will receive the consent of the Presi­
dent. ■ V •••:
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FARMERS UNDER FREE TRADE.

The British farmer under British free 
trade is complaining bitterly and with good 
reason. So general is the depression, snd so 
discouraging was it, that a Royal Cotqmfa- 
*m was' in 1806appointed “ to inqoirabta 
the agrioultural depression prevailing in 
Great Britain, and whether tt ran be allevi- 
ated by legislation or other pleasures^” It 
is expected that this commission will report 
soon, bet very few hope that the report will 
contain suggestions which will have jfae 
slightest effect in ameliorating the deplor­
able condition of the British former. Some 
idea may be formed of the hopeless- 

of his position 
trade

from the extraordinary depreciation in the 
prira of grain, which has been going on dur­
ing the last fifteen years. The mean pries 
of wheat in the years 1879 and 1880 was 44i 
Id or about $11.02. The mean price in 
1893 and 1894 was 34» 7d or $6 14. This is 
a depreciation of about 56 per cent The 
mean price of barley was in the two former 
years, 88s 6d, and fat the two latter, 25* Id. 
Here we have a depreciation of needy 25 
p*F sent. Oats in 1879 and '80 sold for 
22» 6d, rod in 1893 end '94 for 17s. ll<L 
This is a depreciation of over 20 per eent. 
The figures are reliable for they are t-fc-n 
from the agricultural column of the 
London Times.
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A TOTTERING GOVERNMENT.

It fa easily seen that Lord Rosebery's 
Government fa In e most critical con­
dition. There were on Monday two very 
Important divisions in the House of Com­
mons. In one the" Government was sus­
tained by a majority of fourteen, and in the 
other by a majority of only eight. A gov­
ernment which totters in this miserable way 
eennot be expected to stand for any length 
of time. It may b* expected to fall at any 
moment. How a ministi y so weak fat the 
Honae of Commons and so plainly discred­
ited in the country can have the assurance 
to attempt to carry measures of the greatest 
importance is more then we nan compre­
hend. As long as it has a majority of any 
kind it has, technically, the constitutional 
right to direct the affairs of the nation, faut 
there are few who will say thsk depending 
bn sn accidental majority, snob as the Brit­
ish ministry has at prewpt, It has a moral 
right to-hold office. It might be thought 
that Lord Rosebery and his colleagues would 
disdain to remain in office for a single day 
after there was a reasonable doubt of their 
being «stained by a majority of the people, 
particularly when they have it in their 
power to resolve that doubt by an imme­
diate appeal to the nation,

TIT FOR TAT.

The Germans are believed to be a pretty 
sensible people, and the Belgians have a 
very dear idea of what are their trade in­
terests. Rr hen th* Amarioans legislated to 
tnjnrq th* trade of thee* peoples, they did 
not torn the other oheek to the smiter. They 
did what Lord SaHsbniy lamented that the 
British Government was not In a position to 
4» under similar circumstances. They re­
taliated, and the Americans, instead of 
laughing at them as they do at England, 
made all the haste they oottld to repeal the 
obnoxious legislation. We are very greatly 
mistaken if Great Britain does not before 
very long follow their good example. The 
free trade principles whloh eompti them to 
ttat ^ with tarait and tajery in matters of 
trade and commero* and to return good for

WELL LEARNED.
. as long aa 

policy continuesThe Times says its political economy les­
son very nicely. It has got it all by heart 
and ran repeat the figures as prettily ae the 
pet of the nursery. It says that “by restrict- 
Ing Imports to the extent of-say $40,000000 
we necessarily restrict export $40,000,000, 
thus restricting foreign trade $80,000.000 
It can, therefore be readily seen what an 
enormous loss Canada is,sustaining by fol­
lowing a policy of commercial Isolation be­
came her trade would enonuonaly expand 
under a freer system.” How nioel The 
United States then ought at this present 
moment to have no foreign trade at all, for 
It has been restricting imports for the last 
thirty years or so. Bat singular to relate 
trader this policy of roe friction it grew rich. 
It was as prosperous as e country oonld well 
be. Ite Industries, north, south, east snd 
west flourished and its population increased 
at an enormous rate. Bnt if what onr doolie 
contemporary says is free, its trade with 
foreign countries weald long ere thb 
have dwindled down to nothing et all, and 
Its people would be to-day in a condition as 
regard* national wealth not greatly superior 
to the Indian tribes whom the first settlers 
found In the country.

Then, again, every other civilized country 
in the world, except Great Britain, would 
bs, commercially, In- a very miserable con­
dition, for they have all, to a greater or lew 
extant, followed a policy of restriction for 
the pnrpoee of fostering heme industries. 
By-and by, perhaps, onr contemporary will 
find that half-understood and ill-digested 
lesson* in political economy ere net seta 
girides, for they are apt to bring It into vio­
lent oontaot with hard facts which, aeeord- 
tag to those lessens, have no

the free.

A LITTLE HEROINE.
Grxxntort, L. L, Feb. 19.—Lillian Mo- 

Mullen, a fifteen-year-old orphan, employed 
at the stock farm rented by Joseph Faky, 
waa drowned yesterday afternoon while 
wowing Peoonlo bay on the toe between 
North Haven end Shelter bland. Since the

have been obliged to walk over on tbelce 
or remain at home, as the ferry boat* were 
frozen in. During the mild weather of Sat­
urday and Sunday the ice became thin to 
plao»» where the tide rum swiftly.

Yesterday Lillian loot her life while 
maktag the trip, bnt she diode heroine. 
With bar when she set ont upon her journey

end e thin orating of toe. The two children 
to her assistance, and they, too. 

fell through. Lillian, instead of trying to 
gat out herself, gave her aid to the little

sSfSGSSE
the toe. Then she warned them not to come 
near her agaU. She had become chilled 
*** WBsrfflysWs to move after she hod

yssr- Thereturned felled her and she sank out of eight? The 

I* my balance *eet i»r 1883 at £26 16a 6d. body wlll protebly be carried out to 
It used to be. mots; probably this year It Q^tow’sb by current. The
will be rather tara. It will be seen, there- eS^ra^ttaS? ^
fair*, that as almost the entire rent of the Gordon went at onoe to the^sran* of the 
farm, taking one year with another, is spent drowning but was unable to find any frac* to repairs, tax** and other outgoings, in faot, body,
I pay this £28, or the greater part of it, out Pakm, Feb. l9.-i-Ankmto Vaoon»l. th.
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doctor listened

Ü8
tÆm The price» of the 

staple crops ot the English farmer having 
gone down so amazingly it is no wonder that 
he finds himself in a lamentable condition 
snd Is bomplatotog loudly.

We gather from a totter in the Times, 
written by Mr. Rider Haggard, that farming 
I* notin there day*, after forty years and more 
of free trade, a profitable Occupation In Eng. 
land. He writes to complain of the burden 
of the tithe and to propose some remedy for 
tbs prevailing depression.

“ I own,” rays Mr. Haggard, " a life in- 
tenet In a farm of- 206 acres whloh is 
now tot for £60 a
tithe on thet form
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Toronto, Feb. 20.—(Special)—The Tleri^ 
say» this morning that the Ontario Liberals 
have addressed to Sir Oliver Mow»* an 
argent request that he become their leader 
f.or. ‘be ooming general eleotfon, in the h*. 
Uef that the man who has led them on to 

for twenty-two years b provincial 
politic* will be eqqally raooesriul in the Do
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