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History of :Commerce For: Past Year Re.
viewed -- Two Prmcnples Enunmated
By Spcakers.

The members of the ‘Board of Trade
held their 14th annual meeting in the
Association’s Rooms at 3 o’clock yes-
terday afternoon, and a large gather-
ing of members was present. As the
business of the community is a very
important ore. at this time, muc¢h in-
téerest was centred in the Board’s an-
nual report, which is a comprehen-
sive review of trade conditions for the
year. The President, Mr. A. E. Hick-
man occupied the Chair and after the
minutes and financial statement had
been read and adopted, he moved the
adoption of ‘the annual report of the
Council, and spoke in part as follows:

PRESIDENT HICKMAN’S ADDRESS.

Mr. Hickman, before discussihg the
Report, referred to the untimely death

of Mr. Charles Duder and paid tribute,

to his work on the Courcil. Mr.
Duder took the keenest interest in
trade matters, was always very care-
ful in judging his fellow man, was
generous, wholehearted and charit-
able—a man whom the community
could ill afford to lose.

In moving the adoption of the An-
nual Report Mr. Hickman said, the
year had been one which can hardly
be described. There had been the
necessity for continuous agitation on
the part of the Council to try to help
steer along the ship of state and be-
seech those in charge of our affairs |
to keep her off the shoals but not put
her into deep water.

CUSTOMS TARIFF.

Referring to the Tariff Commission
he said, it is not within their Province
to make any adjustment whatsoever
in the Tariff but simply t6 make re-
commendations to the Government of
any changes which might help  the
Tariff to bear more evenly on the dif-
ferent classes of people without in
any way affecting the Tariff as a
whole. The Council had assisted: il
bringing before them the representa-
tives-of the different branches of the
trade to give evidence. It had been
recommended to them very strongly
that the present system of computing
duties on imported goods is obnoxious.
The payment of duties at‘the par val-
ne of Exchange' on Britis% and Con-
tinental goods is grossly Mmpfair. and
must be changed. Not so very long age
when Sterling exchange was lower,

* the duties paid the Government on

some British' goods reached 80 per
cent. of the -invoice value. The Sys-
tem prevents all imports from Con-
tinental Countries as in many cases
the duty exceeds the cost many times.
Those countries to which we are look-
ing to purchase our sea products
should have importations of their
goods made as easily as possible.
Spain, Italy, Portugal and Greece all
produce and manufacture articles
which we need in the country and now
that the conversion of their currency
into sterling is very much against
them, we should not be prevented from
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purchasing their commodities. During
his trip to the Continent last year, he
visited ‘many industrial plants ‘awd
brought home many. samples of laun-
dry.soap and other manufactured .ar-
ticles. which compared in quality with
the -best on our market and 'which

of the import duty at this end was
properly adjusted. Mr. Hickman.com-
p!ained that it was difficult to get the
Government to take seriously recom-
mendations from the Council of the
Board of Trade. As'this body is non-
political in its functions, it should be
the helper and adviser of all Govern-
ments whether Liberal or Tory.

SALT AND CURE OF FISH.

A large percentage of last season’s
Shore Cured Codfish. was Madeira
quality and what is known as salt
burned. This was caused through the
fish being too heavily salted which
fault cannot be attributéd to the cur-

could be sold chéaper if the levying |

i ,»x.omm nsnn‘x
n iud ‘been intimated to the Coun-

4 c}i ‘that” contrary to the law illegal
packing of lobsters had:been going on {

past uu ‘There was, however, 1o
proot of this. The mduu of the!
‘date for ‘packing in 1921 proved’ very'
de'lﬂmenml to the nuhery and any ;
real ‘benefit which mlght have been
derived was more. than out-balanced
b'y the loss on producﬂon of-the past

’ year.

" DELEGATION OF FISHERMEN. |

During the marketing of Codfish in :
St. John’s the past fall, a delegation '
of fishermen came to St. John's with
the object of getting better prices for
their fish. The actual value of Labra-
dor 'Fish at that time as a commer- f
cial ; commodity was not over four
dollars per quintal. . The Exporters,
however, agreed to advance the price
to 84 30 per quintal to help the fisher-,
men to pay their bills and get suffic- |
ient means to live during the winger
Fortunately, a Spanish concern here,
advanced the price to $450 and
bought the surplus stocks which re- |
lieved the situation. The merchants’

were all glad to see someone ready -

to give $4.50 cash. These delegations
‘of fishermen seem to be costly vent-
ures for the Government.” One delega-
tion two or three years ago induced
the Government to buy fish which.
cost the Colony about half a million
dollars, and the delegation of last fall,

ers of fish. It was due to ‘the lack of
interest on the part of the supplier in!
the fishermen. Not many years - ago
the grade of fishery salt used almost
entirely was what is known as “Cadiz”
Salt. During receant years most of
the importations have been from
Torrevieja and Santa Pola. The lat-
ter salt is very much cheaper per ton
than the Cadiz salt and is at the same'
time - very much stronger. 'The Tor-
' revieja salt is recommended for feh
‘of Labrador Cure but not for Shore.
‘Cure unless the curer knows the'
grade of salt he is using. Fishermen
follow out the same system and us’e’
the same amount of salt in the cur-
ing as when Cadiz salt-was supplied
to them, and a great number are not'
aware there are different grades and]
strengths of salt. Every supplier ot!
salt should be careful to let every |
purchaser know the grade of salt he:
is supplymg and-endeavour to teach
‘those who 'do not know the differ-
ence. A little thought will produce
better fish, better. value for our ﬁsh,
and better income for our fishermen.

RAILWAY SITUATION — WEST

COAST SERVICE — LOCAL
FREIGHT RATES.

During the past year the Railway
service had given very good satisfac-’
tion under the management of Mr.'
| Morgan. Many complaints of the in-
efficient service on the West Coast.
| had come before the Council.. The
S.8. “Glencoe” plying between Port
aux Basques and Argentia seems to
have been inadequate for that. ser-
vice. On investigation it had been

services, the 8.8. “Portia” of
Coastal Service, and the 8.8. “Glen-
coe” of the Railway Service. {

EXPORT TAX ON FISH AND OIL.
The Government had seem fit to

abolish " the Export TakXx on Codfish.’

At the beginning of the year, it was
T
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. into operdtion on the 6th day of Nov-

_ Treaty with the consent of the New-
‘ Spanish Treaty is the result of pro-

« revision of the pre-war. Spanish -Cus-~

. by- Royal Order.

| with the Spanish authorities the M v
" on theé .commercial relations

‘ two' " countries:, ‘A comprehensive
| statement of the British yiew was also}
' prepared and submitted to the Span
_ish ‘Government.  The mew 'hnfv-

' for. If we had a proper starndardiza-
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was influential in hayving the Export
Tax removed and a promise given to
 refund the Export Tax already paid.
People as a rule treat delegates of the
kind as'a mere delegation of harmless
fishéermen but they get results.

It is regrettdble that we have not a
Government that can confine itself
to the administration of the country’s
affairs without interfering in any way
with commercial pursuits. During
the- course 'of meeting between the
Fish Exporters gnd the FKishermen, .
; it was clearly shown that the Govern-
ment had no statistics of our fisher-
jes in any Department. It is most
necessary to have statistics of our
catch to govern us in purchasing
stocks of fish to be shipped during the
winter.

OUTRIGHT SALES.

There had been much controversy
t over co-operative marketing and out-
right sales. A scheme was outlined
by Mr A. B. Morine, K.C., which-ap-
peared unworkable. ~ There }p no
doubt about it, outright sales is the
proper way to do the fish business,
but the question is how can it he ac-
complished.  Mr. Hickman believed
that a very large percentage of our
catch could be sold for cash, if the
buyers were sure they were getting
what they expect and were paying

tion of fish carried out in an efficient :
manner by a capable head free from '
political influence, it would mean far
greater ‘returns for .our fish. The
administration of this would have t.ol
' be drastic and all shipments womld
have to go from not-more than three,

at St. John’s or other clearing station.
it would not prevent merchants from

buying ‘fish in Outports talgual or|

paying any price -they wish, but on
arrival of that fish at St. John's it

; the standard cull and go out to market ; i
under the Btandard. It would be a;
hardship to the fish dealers ‘at first

ANGLO SPANISH  COMMERCIAL
TREATY. ‘

The Council desire to draw atten-

tion to the Commercial Treaty be-

tween United: Kingdom and Spain

which was  sigmed ‘at ‘Madrid on the

3ist day of October and‘ which came

ember, ' The reduction in the rates
which' has been secured ms a Teshlt
of the Treaty will be 'welcomed by
all, as Newfoundland béing a British
Colony can enjoy the benefits of the

foundland Government. The Anglo

tracted negotiations following on the
toms, Tariff. The revision of Spanish

Tarift was to take place in 1917 but.on
account of the war, it'was postponed,

buf in November 1920 the duty ol a
large number of articles was increaséd | .
A member of thej;
- British Board of Trade vultdw .

in Aprll 1921 in order .to

ot

“the credit,
, Board of Trade was useless if it could

‘m
der the same ‘terms;
articles ‘should now be imported
of duty. G 3

mnreuluuutofuumsﬁyother

:hmmthnthadbeendumedby'

the Connc!l ﬂurin; the year. ‘__‘
MR. W. 8. HONBOE SECONDS' ADOP-
‘" TION OF. B.EPOB'!‘.r

\Mr. W. S. Monrog Director ot the
Monroe Export Company in seconduis
spoke as follows:—

There, was very little ume si#gn
us, said Mr. Monroe, ‘to conslder the
report but there were a tew points
i he would like to refer to: ‘

He did not suppose there was any-
thing more ' important in the report
than the reference to ‘Rediced Tax-
ation.”" As matters stand at the pres-
ent the general importer is not im-
{ porting, of.if he is, he is putting his
.goods in Bond; the independent fish-
erman is advising his fellow fisher-
men not to fit out for the fishery and;
in the third place, supplying mer-
chants are refusing to give twines for
traps, etc.,, which is necessary for the
proper carrying out of the fishery.
He'did not think the incoming (_]ouncil

{ had anything: more important to do

than the obtaining of a decisive ans-
wer to this matter. The export'.duty
on Codfish had been cancelled and
the Government had decided to make
it ‘retroactive. ‘The Customs Depart-
ment, however, were ‘unable to find
a means to bring it back to the fish-
ermen concerned. It was hoped that
they would be able to find a way, as
the fishermen were looking for the
10c. per quintal which was due them.
He was glad to see reference made to
a Committee to deal with the matter
of Jamica, duties. A prominent Jam-
aica merchant had told him that there
was not the slightest reason why, if
properly represented, Newfoundland
should not be on the same basis as
Canada. Arrangements should be eas-
ily made to get the duty, -$1.00 a quin-
tal off; and every month that passes
with no arrangement, meant losses
to the trade and all concerned. At-
tention - was drawn in the report to
Exchange and also the Fordmey Tariff
through which we suffered consider-
able losses on our sales to American
ports. But there was only brief re-
ference to the fact that we had reduc-
ed duties in Spain. He would like to
point. out that owing to some adverse
criticism at oufr- meeting last spring

the Government took exception to the !

remarks made and there was a strong
feeling between the Government and

that® mm y

Concludifig  his rummu,*ur{ ‘Hick-| &

A ~to the, mignment-
rof Book _»b‘l He unde!;stood this ¢
was_taken up by’ the - Bonrd and no
decision could be obtained. “Hé did
not like ‘to’ say too. much about the
condjition of credit in this country
;atsthe ptmnt time, but he thought
it was one:of the _matters the ‘Council
would have to look to very carefully,
and do all it conld to support’ credit.
'The amount of credit’ ‘given in this
country was enormous and’ the
amouut glven by the Bnnks was only |
about one third of that glve_n com-
mercially. All assignments of Book
Debts: should -be registered,” just like
the registration of Companies, a sys-
tem that was largely existent in
Canada. The Bank managers, he
. knew, would support, anything the
Board could do. On page 7 (of the
annual ‘report) was noted the failure
fo obtain statistics of the Codfishery.
He often thought -of the efforts made
to get these statistics during thirteen
years and now, after that time, the
Board had to frame a resolution such
as that. For a long’ time the Board
could not get reports- of -any' sort.
When we did ‘get -them everybody
knew they were not correct, but it
was always hoped to’get them more |
and more correct. ‘For some years
they were nearly correct and the re-
turns from the Labrador fishery were
approximate.’ Last year 35 per cent.
of the craft did not report at all. It
was absurd®for us'to talk about fix-
ing prices until we knew what we
had to sell. He’ ‘trusted the Board
would ‘succeed” with' the Government
on that matter, 'and obtain - proper
statistics ‘'0f -our own fish. Regarding
standardization of fish, that was the
only ‘thing that he had been able to,
think of to help us. We cannot !
extend our customers and" the con--
sumptlon of our products and the only :
measures we have to take the ‘stand- |
ardization ' 'and inspection, ‘and he]
hoped the members of the Board
would devote their chief attention to
this matter during the coming year.
Page 35 of the report gave the value
of exports from Newfoundland: The
first”item was “Products of the Fish-
eries, $14,500,000. Putting the other
j fishery products of ' approximately
two millions, leaves $12,500,000 as the
value ‘of dried cod. Dried fish ship-

the Board .of Trade. The Prime Min-

ister went.to Spain to get a treatyi 000 qtls

effected and he succeeded in:doing
g0, a matter of three or four shillings’

! per gquintal and the Prime Minister

and the Government were entitlad tno
His opinion'was that the

not~work in harmony with the Gov-
ernment and the Po vernment loses
i by not having the advice of the mer-
chants. No Government had made

found that there is not safficient traf- , or four clearing Houses in the whole ,any real use of the Board of Trade. l
fic on the West Coast for the two country; the standardization would e had much pleasure in seconding
the have to begin - when the fish is landed | ¢y adoption of the annual report.»

MR. W. A. MUNN- ADVOCATES
FISHERY SCHOOLS,

Mr. W. A, Munn. congratulated

the Council on its splendid report,

take the advice of the Council and _ .. . discharged into store under | and was of opinion that while it:was

clear and concise on many points, we
must be more emphatic in our rem-
edies., If we must do ahyth!ng, we
have to get down to rock bottom, and
it was the duty of the Council of the
Board of Trade to see to it that ‘very'
remedy was taken advantage  of.
He had read with great interest, Mr.
Gosling’s splendid letters, on political
economy.® They had ' touched . .the
right note, aud it was up to the Gov-
ernment and. the Board by n

the right methods to-improve M—y ‘

‘tions. Looking forward we must seé |

!worth more than '$1.30, but perhaps

-Monroo, regarding the ' West Indies

ments for the same year were 1,600,-
which léaves an average
value of $8.00 a quintal. He was sorry{
to hear that was not correct as ‘we
ha.d not realized $8.00 a quintal for all
our ‘fish” éxported during the year. He
did ‘not ¥now what the Customs could
i do to” supply correct figures and
| thought the Board should discuss the
lmatter with Mr. LeMdssurier because
it was important. The “Products of
Mines” showed an export value of:
$1.30 a ton. The ore was <certainly

! this meant the amount spent in labour
~and was the value to the country. If
_that was.so then the next items “Pulp
and Paper” were wyrong, according to
the figures'shown,
WEST INDIES A&nmnm.

Pmident Hickman, in ‘order to set:

straight some points raised by Mr.! !

agreement, said: "

This is an Wt entered 1nt,o
betm c:hdl -some of . the
West India Islands whereby Canada
enjoys & pro!oﬂﬂt}ll tariff- on *her

§ ibqntfsic. per_quintal
on Codfish. Newfoundland - Herring

¥

Iceland, where young men are wrkht
the best methods to cure codfish, the
best methods of marketing, etc. Bx-

peru being appointed to conduct. the
"By “this ‘means the youmg .

‘sehools.
men of these countries are

i

given every assistance, and he i‘b—‘

lieved simflar schools pmr
benefit. Mr. Munn was of

ﬁt :

‘-adoption of the.

v Luuﬂmr, .
neoﬂon with' this - muttnr,

linoe ‘his . return’ given “any. 1
| concerning the agreement tpd

 Board,:and the only intormstlon,, ¥
,abla was contained in. private,l

motion ‘far
eport: was
. to the meetlng and was un
adopted. - e

The President’ then ann e
the election ot officers for - th
ancies for the ensulnx tem re
as follows:—

President—L.: C. Outerbrldn.

2nd Vice-President—Hon. T.

Commn.tee—Meam W. A,

, | from ‘England. Th

gon,, B. A: Bowrlng, s 12 H barter,,.

A. Munn. ] »

On -motion ‘of Mr. - William
seconded by Mr. H.- E.; Cowan,
hearty vote -of thanks' was accord
the: outgoing 'officers  for their
during their térm of office. The
lowing are:the officers:of the B
for 1923:—

President—L. C. Outerbridge.

1st Vlce-President—-—Hon F.-
Steer

“2nd Vice-President—Hon. - T
Cook.

Committee—Messrs. H. C.-Ayre
R. Goobie, J.-C. Pratt,' D. M. Baird,

G. Ross, J. W::N. Johnstone, E. *

Bowring, W. A. Thompson, T. H.
ter,’ W, A. Munn. ;

In addition fo:the above:-two 0
will 'be appéinted by the Executiv

Dye Stockings
or Sweater in-
Diamond Dye
o Dan S

, stockings, sweaters, coverings
everything.

;. ings, draperies,

package, contajns directions so.simj

{ any woman can put new, rich, fade

colors into her worn garmen(s
{ draperies even if she had never
| before. Just buy Diamond Dyes

other kind—then your material
come out . right,
Dyes are guaranteed not to st

spot, fade, or run. Tell your druggi
whether thé. material you ‘wish to@

is wool or silk, or, whether it'is 1
cotton or mixed goods. -

“The Deecon.”

OPENING PERFORMANCE TOMC
- ROW NIGHT.

i

The opening performance of @

comedy playlet “The Deacon” .
take place on Wednesday night
the hall of the Holy Cross 8
and judging from the advance sal
tickets a bumper house will no de
witness the production. The
will be repeated on Thursday
Friday evenings and a special
inee fcr the kiddies will be held
Saturday afternoon. “The Deacon’
primarily a comedy and as Mr. Pe
Jardine is playing the  title role;
may he said that comedy is assul

The Holy Cross players have be

because . Diam@

hard at work and are now v@enf

on their lines and the .produ
promises to eclipse their former
cesses. The proceeds will be

ed to the Holy Cross Scheols.

Gigar, or Chewmg

No-To-Bac has helped tht
break tLe costly, nerveshattering
bacco - habit.. ' Whenever “you 1
longing for a.smoke or.. chew,

shipped fl’dl ‘Halifax go into Jamaica
what will benefit the ' fishermen - s, nder the Cshagdian Tariff it the ship- | place a harmiess No-To-Bac. q

@ whole and Mr. Munn advocated the p
establishink 6 Pohedy sehools . m'fmdecum—tut D& of the: hbz;

same as in Norway, Desmark and!

your mouth W. Al}

' THAT 0LD WORRY WILL GO
id be succeeded 'by .a feeling of con- :
gnce. if you haye wus insure your Save Your Cmd

NSURANCE AGENCIES.

| GROCERY "STORES

=remnEmn

s

10 cs. GRAPE FRUIT,
CALIF ORANGES
Sizes 250 and 150.

KESXEEXEE SN NS EE

||||

Three Flowers
Vanishing (e,

a delightful toilet g

Used by particular ladigy |

and ‘widely recommeng
You will love the Sof
soothing effect
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Stores.
GERALD 8. DOYLE,
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jan22,3i

ime and its contents, The uninsured
d every-time he hears the fire en-
ies go by. And+as for his wife, it is

vely brutal . to submit her to

B terrors. Have ‘us insure you to-
nd stop both your and her worry-
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Oranges
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Lemons
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'-J J. ST. JOHN,

%

teeth is essential .
5. You unnot

-pett clien- '

have reduced the ) ha
for gas from $3.00 to $20
1,000 feet as from
1923.
cents per 1,000 fect have
been” made since ’) tober :
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