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It i- omly ch et s
tives of Alaskan mwmml

city that the bill of Senator Ndm’r

bearing the title of - a *ibill to pretqve.
rivers and harbors and other purposes,”’

‘| inaugurates the leasing’ system for all
tide lands and beach lands in the
district of Alaska throngh the war

depar ment, and that this bill, if enact |

1ed into law,” will permit a. inonopoly of
| beach mining in that district. Tt is
'also charged that its attempt to have
these lands leased and controlled by
the war department is backed by weaithy-
capitalists,  who, are endeavoring to
obtaivi -‘control of ' the best gold produc:
ing {ections throughout Alaska.

Itis claimed that this system would
prodnce results now governing the Cana-
dian placer fields, and would work the

The Commhfee Is Strlvin‘ to | utter destruction of rights of individual

Obtuin Information.

NT IS REACH'D

ar and lnterlor Departmeut: Not_ln
e Conﬂlct Adequnte Llws

mxners

Atlin Hopeful.
A, H. Preston who was engaged in
'the milk business in Dawson last fall,
and who left for' the outside early 1n
December, has just returned, “the greater

le away having-

‘been passed -at Atlin; where he has
interests.
~Mr. Preston reports Atlin as being the

“lwititer home of fully 2200, who— ¢

" | quietly loafing the wintér away and all

for ibe report tbat the war and |
10r departments have locked horns

“over Nome beach rights.. Both depart-

ents are keeping hands off entirely,
in the expectation of legislation during
the present session of congress. Under
ether circumstances the wa: department
might be willing to issue permits for
dredging, but just now a large number
of applications to carry on- such work

along the Alaskan coast are held up by

the secretary on the ground that there
is no télling what action congress may

‘ take. and he does not wish to do any-
~ thing that might have to be done differ-

ently within two or three months.
The interior department takes— the
same view of the case, although Com-

missioner Hermann, of the generaFland

office, has unofficially given an opinion
that 20 acre claims for mining purposes
could not, under existing law, beheld
to apply to tide lands or the sixty foot
reserve. Good lawyers from Alaska,
now here, claim that the law in ques-
tion, esablishinsg a sixty foot reserve,

_does not apply fo land containing gold,

or where land adjacent to the beach has
not heen taken up as homesteads. -
* Since the isterior department holds

“to the contrary unless congress by new

legisfation specifically overrules it, the
matter will be takeén up -iu the courts
It is not possible at this time to say
what legislation‘will be enacted relative
to the situation at Cape Nome.

Bills are petding/ before the public|

Jand committee of the house giving the
interior department/full authority, and
other bills are.-befofe the military com-’
mittee of -both’ houges to give authority
over beach lands tofthe war-d.partment.

Tn no sense,. however, caw this be con-

strued-as a controy tsy_betweéen the two

are prepared by the

elves. Their. author
rédging or utherwise,
rawn up bills to swit

their individual purpuses. Members of

“to: representatives of
now here,

of Cape Nome, bas
pittee-a full understand-
tuation, but says it 1§

various interes
W. J. Milroy,

given the comn)

xug of the

deems :
measures; and ‘js-confident none of the
bills now before congress will pass just
as they have been intioduced, and|y

. thinks the outlook fairly good for some

ﬁaﬁnne enactment.

Replmmive

s | nighton the charge of|

anxiofis for the ‘advent of the time when.
they can again go to wotk, although he
says there is consideranle ‘“dead’’ .work
being done in that district this winter.

Four large hydraulic'plants are being
prepared .for, the machinery for which
is being shipped by rail toBennett-and
sledded from there to Atlin over the
jee. These big plants aré being taken

as one result of a trip to England tuken

by ‘‘Sailor Bill’’ Partridge some thing
less than a year ago. ‘‘Sailor Bill”’
and- his mining partner, Mrs, Hitch-
cock; are both well known in Dawson,
the latter having some pr tentions.to
literary attainmjent and fame. She and

weH as quartz interests 1n the Atlin
district early last year in which the
i‘sailor’’ was successful in interesting
an English syndicate, Two quartz mills
will also be ‘in-operation in that district
by the opeming of the mining  season.

Mr. Preston says the people. there |
still have faith in the country, and be-
lieve that, with the immediate repeal
of the alien exclusi m act, it is destined
to fulfitl the predictions made of "it in
August of 1898, when it was heralded to
the world thut Aflin was as rich a min
ng dlstnct as the Klondike,

POLICB COURT ¢
Bat little busmess was transacted in
the police court this-morning. — Two-er
three men were there for the puirpose of
instituting suit for wages alleged tv be
due for labor performed, and which

they'are not able to collect; hence their

object in 1nvoking the aid of t

With a full sense and .con lctmn.of
the solemnity of the uccasion jobhn Zet-
ler plead guilty to violating the Yukon
‘heaith ordinance tor which he/ was fined
$1 and costs, or seven days lapor. John
lost no time in drawing from the inter-
jor realms of his pantsa well filled
gold sack ; but as only the |‘dollars of
our daddies’’ is accepted in payment of
fines, he went out and " secufed the cur
.ency %

*E. B. Kenner who condu¢ts a grocery
store not far from the office has a
neighbor,” J. G. Mcl.aughijn, who is a
butcher and meat dealerf and whose
place of business is indicated by a ‘i pig
gie’’ suspended by the hinfl legs thereof
from a hook in front of the dour. Being
a man who takes thmxglt for the mor-

un-hauds |

and down the snow cov
vale of the Yukon.
Laughlin: would .scorn [the accusation
of his not being a hibeyal minded citi-
zen, yet he has conclu ed that there is
a limit to liberaiity. [Having arrived
aEt. tBbatxconclunon he h hi“ neighbor,;
enner, the deajer in grocﬂ
canped goods, *‘et = o
ling
the value ot 70 eents—three qmrteu
less one nickel. When the casé was
called this morning, Mr. Kenner  stood
t" did likewise  Mr. Leroy Tozier.
The latter asked in behalf of the ac.
cused that ‘the case be continued until
this afternoon in order that his attor-

neyo. Mem Clark & Wilson, could be |

The request was

it and_ the accused was dlow:’l

ng 'to go on bond until 2 p. m.

¥

Wy
“Some of  the Alaskans now. here
#rgue. that no legislation is needed;

_ that all can be left to the miners :
selves. Others say that congress should
fix thenu,skchimthteu btﬁku

" Warrunts were issaed this miu for
four men who, having no visible
of sustenagnce- mebugcd—wkh
ing themselves in the main m
gambling. These four are the latter
end of alistofnpﬁldnofwgmhkn
'who within the mk

umigned and

Partridge “acquired -large “hydraulic as’

been -b. plnyiu -Imh ‘

male: poptmﬂon for. urv!ec time of |
war, and a choiee by bnllﬂt of s

mand. These must
wish t6 ‘or fiot. Such is the way the
law stands 1n the Domini‘oa of Cm
today, although occasion has never
afisen to put it into actual operation.
- The classes to which ‘militiamen are
't be drawn 11 the event of compulsory
service is as follows: :
1. Eighteen to thit(y years, unm
'ried or widowers without children. -
2. Thirty to forty:five years, unmar-
ried or widowers without chifldren.
3. Eighteen to forty-five years, mar-

| ried ur widowers with children, g

4, Forty- ﬁve to sixty years, mltncd
or widowers with children.

The above is the - order in which the
male pupulation 6f Canada will be

| called on to serve, if necessary, in time

of  yreat danger. The exemptions are:
Judges, clergy, college 'professors and
teachers - in religious - orders, - re
officers and employes, wardens, goards, |
ete., of penitentaries and ‘public lunatic
sylums, -these -physically ineqnble

and_the only son of a widow, he being.

{h*r omnly svpport." All males coming

within the above ~classes, and not
emPt are liable to be enrolled, and
so enrolled, are sub]ect to be chocen
ballot.

To provxde for th efense of the
Dominion, the mxhtm was organized.
The full strength of the active militia
is limited by law to 45,000, rank and
file. Its present establishment, includ-

|ing the permanent force of about 2000

consists. of about 36,000 men" of“'ﬂt
ranks, - but exclusive of the Northwest
Mounted Police. This, ‘of course, is
‘Canada’s first line of defense in case of

.attack, and is' the force-used to quell

internal disturbances. Up to the pres:
ent timie the force has always proved

quite sufficient for Canada’s needs, and |

has. been callled on for service on 24
different occasions gince -confederation.
But the time may come when either this
force shoud-fall away below strength in
time of . peacé, oi not be large enough
in time of war to cope with Canada’s
enemies, In either case volumeers
would then be called for, and, if a
sufficient number of thes - were- not’
fonhcommg,‘the batlot would have to
be resorted to. The method of procedure
in the enroliment of the men, and the
ballot, is thus laid down in.the ‘militia

ct: ‘‘The enrollment of the militia.
lshall be made in each cdmpany divi.
sion by the captain thereof, with the
assistance of the officers and non com
missioned officers of the company divi-
sion; apd the captain, and _under his
‘orders, the other officers and noncom-
missioned officers of the company divi:
sion . shall, by actual “inquiry at'each
house therein, and by every other
means .in their power; make and com-
plete, from time to time, and-at such
times- as are fixed by the governor'in
council, a corrected roll in duphcate.
of the names of" all the men inthe
different classes residgnt in the com
pany division. The nrollment #&hall
be heid to be an embodimént.of all the
milstiamen enrolled, 4nd shall render
them liable to serv uuder this aect,
unléss -exempt hyl g (All the ar
rangements for “enfo ent‘ and ballot-
ing are left in the hands ot the gov-
ernor in - council; ajy man chosen by

.| ballot can become eyempt froiw: service,

for the time, by providing au sccept-

able submtute.

The rates- of the dmly pay of the
__Lieutenant

$3.05 ; adjutantywith rank‘of heutulut.
$2.44; ud)ut-nt ith fank of mnd

2.43; qmnermuh;t.
$1.94 ; captain, §3 82; lieuteuant, $1.68;
econd - lieutengnt, $1.28;  sergesnt
major, $1; quarteriiaster serged )
master's clerk, drderly room clerk; hos-
pital sergeant, 90 cemts . each; pay
sergeant, 80.cents; sergeant, 75 cents;
corporal, 60 “cemn buglet 50 cents,.
pﬂv-te. 50 cents.

ant uurgeon;

He suyu Away.

‘‘Ah, colofi;l, thought you were
running a newspaper. down w .

““I was, sab; until & tiamp pim
struck the town, sab, snd took a v
means | revenge on me for giving him balf - ha
pay in cohdwood, sah.’

*““Hm, What did he de?"’

“‘Well; sob, T was up il_;anyvmc.
and !ﬂu

‘I secured for five years,

hsve oome down to Dnmiréu
Qttawa at various ﬁmea :

the entry of claims for 8

of five years upon the pa;

of $75, must be con‘be&e&

palm - :
“The essential features ol tbﬁ sul
new ruling are as followl :

"'ml. “*That the following’ n
for ‘sectiun 33 of the reg\ﬁnﬂou‘ . 5
fice miner having duly " located a :
may |nﬂ-n ent;y thier‘eim for une the "¢

r by paying to,the min e 3

& i ce a tee of ﬂb(ot::&,‘l m
$75 for five years.”’ | mands

‘2. ‘*Any free miner having

cated and recorded « claim €
entitled to hold it for the pmod or

revenue | which he received an entry.’’

Nothmg is said about perform:
ance of - sentitic
simply saxs thntbx the payment
of $75 entryhe#er a claim may be
and ‘that
the free miner may “hold” ;
for-the period for whloh
he has received an entry.” :
1f, as held by Gold Gommin 60 days,
sioner Senkler, failure to renew
a license or to comply with the m‘m k“
provision -of the representation| . the
regulation-will still werk & for-{. thongh ARG
feiture of his ground, we fail to erable additichal expe
see any advantage which may The Nugget b

accrue to the miner from the i
.“seven't,y-ﬁve dollar” law; " ::g:?“:':l;: ;t:‘ W
years to come will b
of a busy and thrivi
ion. We have faith

READY MONEY WANTBD. ;

IWIdent\y the Dominion - gov-
ernment’s coffers are badly in
need of ready money. The gov:
ernment - has contracted /' some
pretty heéavy obligations since it
came into power, none the least
of‘whiclris the bill which will
come in to defray the expense of
the two contingents sent toBouﬂi
Africa. It becomes néce
for the governnient to ﬂnd this |
money, and- the recent rulings
regarding -the sale of reserved |
ground and the option of obfain-
ing entry upon a claim for a
period of five years upon the
payment of 75, rather lendsi
color to the belief that Ottawa is |
looking around for available as-
sets upon which to realize. i

Naturally 9noug‘h the Klon-
dike comes in for a good share

of attention atA this Junctum. for,
to desfend to the use of thé ver-
naculgr, the Klondike has proven
a “'gpod thing” for the federal
coffefs ever since it first became
known that there is gold here. |
Byt wevenues from this par-
ticular section of the Domin
have been dropping off very con-
sid¢rably of late, owing to the|

demo

A&

they have shown ir
tion ot his caq

apothar tem. J d
proven an-exception
which has ulnn'ﬂy- !
holder of mty

| varidus reservation and other re- |

strfictive laws. and at;the
ti"
become necessary.
nhmber of mmem_ljoeumiumd
dwindled away . till it dett
ot approach the figures of las
~and the same

m

nary rulings which have ha.l
coming in during the yalt M
weeks. - Sifton evidnnﬂam
making a showing so far
finances are concerned, no
whntelne may happen.

Nﬂ W F(ll
. We doubt very
1tempts at cor
supply of any staple c
wmptpveuL




