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m A GENUINE INVESTIGATION, -
'ﬂb Canadian government is enmely
indepondent of Great Britain excepting
in: the’ sppointment of her govenor gen-

as in the preaent case of Kigndike mis-
ma,nlpmeut The English and Cana-

-+ens and Ottawa on the subject of official:
corruption at this place, and develop-
{ ments-here and at Ottawa tend to prove
tﬁﬁ“th!l‘u 18 & desire in Canada to at
least go through the empty.form of futile
investigation in conformity with British
1 suggestions of reform. An investigation
into the' doings of employes of the gold
commissioner’s office et pecially, which
should genuinely investigate, would be
very popular here, but -unfortunately
thiere is a growing feeling that there isla
“tag’’ on the powers of investigation de-
puted .to our worthy governor—a suspi-
{¢ion thatalong with{the power to investi-
gate came initrhctionsof‘ a neutralizing
n- | Dature, Foreigners upon the Klondike'
‘eannot be expected to know much of the
‘pérsonality of Mr. Sifton, the gentleman
who seems to hold our present and fu-
turé weal or woe in the hollow of his
hand, and it is particularly unfortunate
1 for that gentlaman’s reputation that se
many Canadians hére “so harshly and
While aliens
'and British colonists from the four corn-
ers of the earth are anathematising the
| evils and wrongs they.themselves can
sée, the Canadian politician in our midst
ia focusing his wrath wpon Mr. Sifton to
whom he attributes all the grievous ills
from which we suffer. We. can see for
ourselves that the offices here.are not
~men chosen for any peculiar

job in the government offices is Sifton’s;
reward to faithful .heelers or politicaf |
friends. 1t is apparent toall that amon{g
Sifton’s chosen people have been mien
whose  iniquities were so rank ad to
bring  about a secret and hasty with-
{drawal. Canadians who ought to/ ‘know
4| say that those very men were (.hopen and-
sent in here because of this very f‘adapta-
bility.™ It was Mr. Wade hiniself who
when in Dawson often made the remark
to the Nuaaer ‘“‘when thesé men were
sent here it was well kuorﬁn to them-
lalveaund all alike that their salaries | .
were inadequate to the dost of - living in
this country and ‘ they ) ﬁere expected to
take advantage- of any opportunities
which offered in lied of a more liberal
‘“wage.” Thie bemg/so there is not much
faith. here in the genuiness of Mr. Sif-
ton's desire for gn investigation as ex-
pressed by the n/ewly received powers of
our Yuken ooyfmlssloner.
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_ The British governmeat is oftén

poinhd o‘ a8 & model ngernment more |

kTm ‘mighty governments

m“ mm of their peovla
| Yet here in the Yukon territory exists a

condition unknown in history since the
fntroduetion of government postage.
standing
, | ealmly by and witnessing 50,000 of their |
people isolated in polar regions, cut off
from all communication with the bal-
ance of mankind, suffering in mind and’
bedy for the wantof those letters from |
home: now negligently lying by the ton

| Whenever a- man is found who will not (in their mail sacks under tarpaulins ahd ‘

canvas at every station and settlement |
from Skaguay to Tagish, both points in-
clugive.  Private individaals with bag-
gage amounting to thousands of pounds
in weight have made their way from the

| coast to Dawson, using boats where there

was open watér and dog teams over the
ice, and the only eXecase for the absence
of all magil since September must be the
penuriousness and carelessness of. the
governments themselves. Official mail
_has been rushed through all O, K.show-|

| ing that the way is open. 1f 200 pounds

of mail can be. brought through so can
200 tons, if there are enough dollars be-
hindit. To get government mail in, all
that- has been necessary so . far was to
-mark it “Important’’ or “Rush’’ and it
came right along. Would that our gov-
ernments considered our wants of suffi-
cient importance to so mark our muil
sacks and then expend a few dollors for |
our benefit in getting them in. Legm-'
mate express companies are, carrying
packages between Dawson "and -Seattle
at $3 per pound. There would be over
30 half-ounce letters in a pound which
would only amount to 10 cents perletter.
Who of us but would gladly pay 10 times
that amount for our letters? -There is
‘something coldly indifferent and cruel
in the way we are bemg neglected

TI'IAT STAHPEOE
There i8 a feeling of indignation grow-

|ing up the creeks among .the miners

against the men who on a legal quibble
endeavored to wrest-a half of the claims
on Dominion and Gold Run. from the
rightful owhers. The firm.stand taken
by Mr. Senkler is most gratifying but
does not detract from the fact that the
intentioris of the stampeders aré um-
doubted and unequivocal. In one case
the’ Dtmnmon claim owner saw both
ends ¢£ his claim staked off by stamped-
ore. 'He called the stakers over and !
pombed out the fact that there was but
ong cabin; and ironically suggested that
they select him as-arbitrator to decide
which of them should hive the cabin.
' Notwithstanding the firm stand takemn
by our new gold commissioner in not al-
lowing the “‘jumpers’’ to record, the fact
remains. that this poeint of validity of |
title has to be settled some time or other |
and must he settled right. Unfortun-
ately, Mr. Fawcett was exceeding the
law after August 7,.1897, when he al~
lowed the recording of 500 feet of ground
upon any creek. This being-undoubtedly
the case; it is hardly a desirable course
to hireeven an expert lawyer to endeavor
to have the matter settled accordmg to
& law which is distinctly against the giv-
ing of a 500-foot claim.  Right thinking
law makers can readily be made to see
the point and it ought not to be impossi-
ble to.secure legislative relief at Ottawa !
by getting a law enacted validating the
invalid act of Mr. Fawcett in issuing re-
cording certificates to 500 feet of ground
when the law distinctly said- 100 feet—
Lor 250 feet after January 18,-1898.  The
NUGGET representatives who are going to
be in Ottawa. before the opening oigﬂx
session of parliament will have this mat-
ter.i in view. with the many other points
to be brought. up.
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IF THE gathermg of lmhes a.nd gen-
tlemen at the Dawson clubon Wednes-
day night exemplifies one thing more
than another it is. the rap1dityg0t our |
times. Ladiés i m full toilette and
tlemen in high collars, patent lea gc
shoes and black clothes wherel.
‘'mackinaws and = mucklucks' aiﬁ
By many of our frontiersmen thé advent
of the refinements of ecivilization are
®ot regarded altogether with favor.
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The Pioneer Stennboat Comm, j't{:
l!eady to Do Budness.

Minlflcent 5 rs Wlli Ply Bomz.
Eldorado Cresks—The Most Magnificens
‘ Uaiferms WHl be Worn by Boat’s Officers,

It becomes the duty of the NUGGET to w
the finding of a giant monepoly, conceived
Dawson’s ablest financiers, and who have
| estly and unostentatiously ebtained a frune&f

[ to do businesg, that must in & short s

time; see the railsof the “tramwaywi wty
tram” simply & streak of rust, the handsome
engines in the scrap pile, the elagant costch
and palaee <¢are used as lounging places for
bums and tramps, the palatial station Houses
a8 roosts for the ravens and bats, and the

 bed for a_pasture for roaming He stock, -
ionger shall ¢hé bloated mimer in 'luxuriony

of the “tramway without a tram™ afd with
-fragrand cigars enjoy hie tripte.the Forks. The
steamboat ie coming imto competition, and
having a bétter franchiise there is ne doubt of
what must be the end of the “Uramway com. |
pany without a tram.” There !umothcr feature
hvomb‘le to.the steamboat company, and thq
is, that no unpaid labor had te betaken care dm
inconstructing the river or its bed, fo ti

had to be cut from claims, no elaims had to by

will dowbt the liberality of its ey,

Orncs OF THE FRANCHISE Dlsmmsn,
DAWEON, Y, T.,; Jan. 44, 1975,
G. Ra®ALL, Esq:, Dawson, Y. T. :
Dear Sir: Yourletter uskmg fora franclu ) |
operate steamboats and steamships on the B
-nanza and Eldornde riwers has been recei
and recognizing the dect tliat yeu sve t0 imme
diately put the aforesaid steamships-and bo
‘ation the same is henaby
gnizing also the benilicent pmpusesot
eou ¥ vie.; the ﬂaeelng of meimers nponm
creeks, who- have entirely toe much mone& , Al
ing too little for their neeeumes’nn
nkenough, and sleeptvo much, and who an
pecmitted to live under the shadow ef the
commissioner's office in which Messss. Cri
Boltom and Hurdman still retaim position
Now, therefere, you sare permitted to operslh|
said line of steamboats for 100 years on
Bonanza and Eldorado rivers exclusively, and
without competition. You are hereby pey
mitted to charge any sum you may deem prog
and do any old thing that will em%ty _
pockets of these over-burdened wi C:
miners, and fearing that you may fail to d¥
them of all their ilthy lacre, you are to "
bars atevery landing, and see that they are not
over & boat fength a urt, provided, however,
-yout have coaspk-uous fhwed upon the door
of each station these signs ‘‘Office of the Pio:
neer Steambont Lompmy, walk, in!’ and above
it “License %o sell sglrituous liquom i Reco“'
anizing your philanthropic movement, you w
not be charged any license fee, nor be molested

Hereeof fail not. Go at’em._Dene with
.seal and my ewn handwriting this 44th
Janwary, B.C., 1975, :
a I. M. INIT,
Grand Franchise Dimnser.

Knowing that sueha osmpany had been of
ganized and that peop¥e were *ushing around
i the streets of Dawsom, trying to raise peopls
with any kind of capital, from $1.00 %0 :$100,000
A NUGGET representative started ouf inm search
of Mr. G. Raball whe had received this fran
chise and interviewed. that busy gentlematy

cape
the bl
day

deep-inthe affairs of his comnpany on whal

‘they intended to-do.— Mr. G, Rraball was very
frank and commmnicative amd differed therein
from mr hurdman, and immediately branched
out as follews:

“Do! my dear sir;” said he, “do; why do
everybody of course. We hawve a magnificent
ficet of steamship and river beats; all palac
in their class, and these we have now im operss
tion on the raging waters of Benanza and Eb
dorado creeks; but are only operating our Hné
as far as Grand Forks at present. There are &
lot of ignorant mamaloets (Mr.G. Raball mennt
“malamoot; of course). Americans and Swed
and common Britishers up there who actually
meed grub—to think of the beastly habit thef
have of eatimg anyhow. Now, grab is 108
cheap at present and past prices, and tivese
‘miners actually have a litile money leit, thers
to:e, we havé organized to take that away from
them. Yon s6¢¢ we have a big cargoof whiskel
owhand and these miners are just the sucken.
to palm it offon at 50 cents per palm. Wede
at least. not oblige them to ride on onr 3
petitors "tramway Withiout & traww,’ for they cax
go with us and unload. &eir ibl-gotten wemllle
<asier.”

The newspaper man aghnst at the magnifl-
eence of this'stupendous emenpr{se deigned
ask Mr. G. Raball if the line was now in opers:
tion. ‘‘Certainly,” promptly repited Mr,
Raball, “certainly, that is, we have no Qe B
ships, nor steambouts, nor even small boats oF
rafts, but, you see, my dear boy, we have ;

48 not frozen ; mow, you see, if the river wal
—{deep enough; mud-was-widened out, and ¢

how it is a “steamboat company without &
steamboat,” and we'll’ charge these mono

dazed at the generous liberality of G. Rabslk

,nllud fteamboats now catting M utcﬂ
Vthe 1air Bonanza,

Clams Bom*

: So.
- Louis Cotiture, North West mm.mml&
ve nouth of Hunker,

I Money %o Lown
Apply st the Nugget Express office, Front ﬂ-

The mim Clnb Hotel Bar 34 the .u-d-lds
Mminq 1ty % b o

ease take his seat in the plush cowered conchqv '

crossed. Going before the properofficials el -
ifollowing franchise was granted and no oms

in any wey i Pbopie p;but-let oo F
guilty miner with anything left in his u&

“river bed, and the water im it, that is, when &

‘tarns taken out, and the steamboats built, u‘_
fires going within, and their 'wbeell turuhﬁ § 8
why—then we would be ‘hu‘aeudon. but any i
istic miners all we see fit. See?” The reporteh

hustled himself to enjoy & trip on ome of the g
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