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 THE SLAVES
OF THE GUNS
A HEAVY BATTERY
IN ACTION

(By Major C. J. C. Street, R.G.A",

Author of “With the Guns.”)

A thick haze hung over the orch-
ard, through which the mid-day sun
chone with a lurid glare that over-
p\\\bred the greenish flashes of the

guns. It was no ordinary summer
mist, but a cloud of fine dust and
acrid, biting smoke that eddied amd
swirled round the muzzles of the
busy guns, almost hiding the men
who worked them.

For the orchard was the home of
. British heavy battery, and for the
tast half hour it had been in strenu-
ous action. A daylight raid@ was in

yrogress; a company of an' English
(4 unty regiment had climbed out of
their trenches at noon precisely, and
had crossed No Man’s Land before
the astonished Germans had had time
to fire more than @a couple of dozen
rounds from a solitary machine gun
The Battery was joyously engaged in
firing at the German guns, now pour-
ing fifty rounds into one battery, now
into another.: The success of its ei-
forts was evident from the ragged
and straggling barrage that the ene-
my was putting up in reply.

He was evidently mot quite sure
what to make of the whole business
A 21-centimetre battery had dropped
half a dozen umncertain rounds in a
field near by, but had hurriedly de-
sisted when overwhelmed by a flood
of well-directed shell, that drove its
men into the shelter of their dug-
outs. Since then the German guns
had been silent, except for the inef-
tectual barrage that fell anywhere
but where it was intended.

Standing behind® the' guns, it was
an effort to force one’s’ senses to
absorb coherent impressions. -~ It
seemed at first a welter of noise and
confusion, from the midst of which
came every few: seconds: a crash
that stabbed painfully at-one’s ear-
drums. Grey forms, stripped to the
waist, rushed to and fro in the haze,
staggering under the weight of heavy
shells; leaning out with sinewy arms
stretched out upon the rammer-stave,
then driving it into thé breech of the
gun with a sharp cry, Others again
toiled with hand-spikes at the trail,
swinging the great piece into posi-
tion m obedience to the wave of the
layer’s hand. Six detachments, all
working against time and one an-
other, feeding theit hungry masters

who devoured their lofferings faster||
than they could bring them to their |

jaws.

Slaves of the guns were these grey
forms, blackened with smoke and
grease, their eyes red -and swollen
with the fumes of the cordite, their
throats parched by the all- prevaxling

dust. But their masters knew nofi

pity, showed no sign of being sati-
ated, they had been designed for

CHILD’S ONE

¢ By Anabel

'xtumeam.mmm

¢|that dared to stand before her.
' ' Suddenly’ a ‘'motionless: figure.that{:
in:the midst of 4

PIECE DRESS:
Worthington,

just such bursts of fire as this.: The

a mere illusion, They were living,
pulsating beings, the enmibodiment of

her wrath against the insolent enemy

had’ been standing
the turmoil-held both his hands above
his head. The slaves stiffened to im-
mobility. ‘“Cease firing.” ~ The cali§
ethoed through the orchard ag one
detachment passed it on to the ‘next.’
Thenh a chorus of low voices. “How
many rounds did you get off? Eighty-
three? We beat you, them we firedi
pighty-five, and there’s one in the
bore.” “Number Three say. they:got
ninety-two, but they started a good
minute ‘before us. “Sergeant
Thompson isn’t half mad, e got' 4&:
tube stuek in the vent, and only man-
aged to ‘loose off seventy-six.’

They are cheerful servitors, thes=2
slaves of the guns.

DIED BY HUNDREDS,

Merchant Sailors Paid Su-
preme Price Defying
Germany’s Under
sea Pirates

But little is known of the Em-}
pire’s mercantile marine. The im-
portance of the merchant sailors has
not been fully appreciated. Yet it
is these men who fearlessly sail the
seas in defiance of the submanine
and the fleating mine, to carry.the
precious cargoes of foodstuffs, muni-
tions and reinforcements to our gal-
lant armies. Without them the Al-
lies could not.make. war for a week.
Curious-as it'may.seem, na provision
is made by.governments for them'in
case of disablement or death. Thell
dependents enjoy no: pemsion; : or
other official remuneration.- - They
can but.look-to the gratitude of the
nation. Already fifteén thousand
merchant sailors have made the su-
preme sacrifice. Of their-dependents.
many; families .are in  dirg want.
*Sailors’ Week” is being! Beld:from
September 1st to 7th to raise fupds
to help the sorrowing’ widows and’
orphans of our mercantile .marine.
Ontario aims to contribute $1,000,-
000: The cause is a woPthy' one/
and Ontario has never :failed to
answer the appeal of the diStressed.
Let our donations be liberal. Let
our slogan be “They shall. not
want:”*

FOR SOLDIERS’ SETTLEMENT.
By Courler Leased Wire

Melbourne, Aug: 28.—( Canadian |:
Press Despatch viaReuter’'s Limit-
ed) .—The Vietorian Gavernment has
‘purchased 33,000 acres, costing near-
1y $2,000,000, for a soldiers settle-
iment.

The Federal
established a direetorate
tional war propaganda.

BLAZE AT REVERE BEACH.
By Courier Leased: Wire:

Revere,. -:Mass., Aug.
early to-day ‘at: Revere Beach de-}
stroyed two hotels, several residences |
and- threatened  to wipe

vard. The damage was estimated at |
$200, 000
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illusion of'life in* the i beauntifully-3'§
working machines was strong even '}
to.a-edasual observer, to the hen who [i§
served. them, it was far more than|"

| the -spirit’ of England, pouring- - out{.§.

VICTIMS OF U- BOATS ’

Government has |%
:of educa-{a

28.—Pire |

out many |
amusement placés along the Boule-*

i ahead of:last year.: -

1 w been harvested in Ea‘czx The

For Freckles

Girisl Mlke beauty lotlon at
homfor;;aw cents. Try Itl

Squeeze the juice of two lemons
iato a:bottle coéntaining three ounces
fof orchayd white, shake well, .and
you have a:quarter pint of the best
freckle and tan lotion, and com-
plexion boau&mer, at very, very
smiall cost,

Your grocer has the lemons and
any drug.store or toilet counter will
supply three ounces . of orchard
white for afew cents, Massage this
sweetly fragrant lotion~ iAto the
face, neck, arms and. hapds: each
day andsee-how freckles #nd hlem-
‘{shes. disappear and how clear, soft
and white the skin becomes, Yes!
It -is. harmless;

FLYING TIME,

_Already Summer's growing old—
at Caesar, how the weeks roll on!
ut - yesterday Spring’s knell was
tolled and now the Summer’s near-
ly gone! ‘The sun, it makes a shorter
round, and early sinks, far in the
west: the wombat burrows in- the
ground, the warthog builds its Win-
ter nest. In other days I. used to
view the passage of old Father Time
with sorrow, for he made me blue—
1 thought- his hurry was. a crime.
But. new 1 watch:the bright days
flee, and murmur, whenveach day is
done, “We're this much nearer vic-
tory; we're. nearer wiping out the
Hun. < We're nearer to the dawn of
.peace, a peace that’s warranted to
wear, whexr all' the booming guns
shall cease, and there’ll be quiet
heverywhere.. We’'re one day nearer
to the hour when crazy war lords
must confess that Uncle Sam is
tlothed with power 1o re-establish
righteousness.”” The days g£o by—
no holding them! I merely bless
them as they fly; about a million
r. p. m. thev seem to make, as they
awhiz by. . The pterodactyl soon will
isoar to climes more sunitable to him,
fand from this bleak, .inclement
lnhore. the megatherium.  will- swim.
{All: signs betoken summer’s death,
‘the grase grows rusty on the hill,
tand soon.we’ll feel the frosty breath
‘of Winter, boisterous and chill. . But |
ievery day that wings. its flight brings |
nearer to our walting . throng the
‘fﬂmnh of-eteynal- right, the -down.
Hall ofinfernal wrong.

'l‘hq tonowing is a mrmmary 'Ul
i reporis. made by agricultural repre-
sentatives te the Ontario Departmanu
| of: Agriculture:

Farmers inithe County. of Victoria
{daclare’ that spring graing have heen
ithe best crops for ten years, and. the
| general - experience. in the. Proviuce
' is mauch akin to'that statement,

Most of the grain fields have been
Karvested, although for the last few
days this-work-has been held up. by
raing; which, however, . were. very
welcome to-late potato, root and
.even’ some corn fields, which - are
| already picking un after being tried
by. the drouth of the yreeeﬂlns three
 or. four, weeks:

Threshing' is well advaneed, : nad
ia .showing. excellent results. More
than usual of thds - work

‘weather and to save labor

,Corn - generally is advanclnx. des-
m the drouth. A month of m
weather—sometimes 4
favered &mth,qm
varisties

4he eool June weather,
hilght’ of stall fully two weoks |

. Olover: and: other srm hnve
boen much helped:in their - second
growth by the.recent rains, which
wm'a much needed.  Reporis vary.|

atly as'to the ’rom for bothy
over and alfalfa seed:
‘ Onions. are being’ d: by the
caﬂoad ‘fromy points’ ‘Bssex ' and
,ara much earlier than uauab
A few fields of Warren: tobnccq

ts are rather small in'leaf o wlo’
,to, the very dry and hot weather o
the past month, .
Qwinx to the deuth
shave felt. the lack. ot

| but. otherwise they.ars
jdition.  Young ecat lq I.M
rm Qemtoall.:.o a.1b.,; %
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KETLA

Post on Dvina RiVer SGIZed”

by-Allies is of Strategic
Value

By Courler Leased Wire

ocenpation of Hetlas -on.th&: Dving
River; southeast of Archangel, whichi

Amsterdam, Aug. 28.—~The Allled [

Wv’vvw‘c‘vvv ~

o 4 m a bedutiful atgﬂit ni;h&
Thé moon was' full overhead: the
- ground was hard underfeot:
thmwuatmtintheur h

made’ us glad to see the wood ths

is reported to the German papérg by, birrned tn tlie braziar at th .;,

‘way of Christiania, is regarded ' by
them as important, as it shows that{
iwo-thirds of the . distanee. from
‘Archangel to Viatka appaxeatly has

been ‘covered by the Entente:forces. |I0USIY oecupied.
In addition Kotlas: is: conmected by {home,

@ branch railway line with. Viatl-a,
which is a half way station between
Vologda and: Perm, on the great
north Russian trunk-lines

The Cologne Zeitung points out
that the Entente intention:to effeect
a junction with the" Czecho:Slovaks
at Ekaterinburg - (75 miles southeast
of Perm) is a good deal n2arer re-
alization. It professes inability. to
understand how Kctlas wag occupied
28 the latest official information
frqm the Soviet Government made it
appear that all was’ going well for
ithe ‘Bolsheviki in that region,

Last Town Falls.

Archangel, Tuesday, Aug. 27—
(By The Associated Press).——With
the voluntary surrender.of the town
of Shenkursk, on the Waga- River:
gouth of Archangel, to the represen-
tatives of th2 new government,. the
last town of any size in the govérn-
men of Arckangel passed out of the
hands of the Bolsheviki.

The reception accorded the Allied
troops at 2ne of -the:more important-
villages was ivpical. Here; the vil-
lage elders, garbed in  peasant. cos~
tume met: the troops on the border
with:a placier oi bread: and wine; the
symhol of welcome.' The people gave
their best:housesifor billets: and:
hailed the soldiers as sawiours of
Russia. Previous to this they haad
bloelted  and:' guarded - ‘the- road
against the retreaﬂng Belsheviki

TWO CONGRESSMEN
TALKED TOO MUCH

R e

In Consequenice: Are Now
Barred From. Visiting
British Front

By Courier Leased Wire
With the American Forees in
France; Aug. 27.—(By Ths Associat-
sed - Press) —The  British authorities.
{it-has been learned, recently refused

itheir permission’  for Representative
:Ernest Lundcen:of Minnesota - and

Reapresentative -Charles H: Dillon of'|
the ‘British{

iSouth Dakota to: visit

‘battle front. The two Congressmen

‘arrived. in* France late in- July on§
| board -a’ British : vessel: and- later

' visited: the" Ameriean fromt. It is
ibelieved. they now are touring Ttaly.

.The request that the Congressmenl
be permitted - t& pay a' visit to the

made In theousral manner ‘by. the
American i army, authorities. - When
the -declination’ of the Brlﬂsh was:
receivéd an investimtionawu begun.
Now, .it:is asserted. in.the explana-
tien that both men had:talked freeiy
aboard ship in such.a manner about
certain, subjects affecting: the- war
that both British and:American mili-
tary and civilian passengers brought
the subject of their conversations to
the attention of the  officer com-
manding. the-tro

sel and also the ship’s captain,

ps aboard the ves- |

our tent. Within the' ten
c:imiounaget!1 because w

forward ‘ares, seven of

Some
one was inwardly di

“The Wprl&, the h, nﬂ;
Kaiser” column in Jéhn Bull, & i
er was readin

while the” othger:n:'t.'?:c w Bl Km
newest song, whlch .8oes;

- Mu.mw"'" e S
groom Ar - bgb_r e :
n soir

Cheerio, 'mﬂh" :
Nipoo, Toedlewoo, good-byeeel |
Good"bye-é¢," don’t sigh-ce! o
If‘a nine-point three

Getsit's eyé:on me

It's: Napoo! Toodle-0o! Good bye-ee!

As the song. ended: the man who

was reading. the- apticle
lookad up«ﬁ-on»tho Bookus‘: Eeau

1. 88y, -
thlnk we'd better try the fire.
It isn’t lmolins bsdl{ mdi-f?let:
might:see it, you. koow.”

MR 0,” remarked the: mannwho
was: nearest the.fire, ' moon’s
too  bright to take chtne&," and
picking up the bragzier he :brought
it' inte” the tent. So we closed the’
door’ and laeed" it up; and turned‘to
our reading or our writing, which we*
did’ w}th difficulty by the light of
anzemie candles stuck’ on' o!four‘
helmets; M

Now it happens thtt & wm five:| !

outside a temt¢. is a-delight, -but-a
Wwood fire inside a-fent is more to be

avoided than, riches.. And this fire’ '
.| of "ours was no. exception;-it

horribly, and soon we were on
ver e .of. sunocq.ﬁon.

‘e wWere hnther m lte :.
at full length an#&pthe fire l_b;nx ;

or. whether to put it outside aga
when three sharp whistles nonnded.
Instantly all the- ‘candles
guished for' the

w“ﬂhw
D}mﬁt
m—woo ot & Gotha,

| The tent wasin uttar du'kneas‘ ex=

jcept foér the fire.-

& “Mmant&ronlt."ma
‘voice: Iminediately: there was a hiss- |
ing-sound and the flames became -exs |
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Four that time, -

“Fritz la eus all. right,”
marked

doﬁ’onx!‘gou" Tiro in quick succes-

"He’sv hecdint this way," uld'
vo! 'seemed to- eomo’froui tho

ohe p'lék’ed up an
uerophne tlut was unmistakably
German, Instantly the guns opened

‘Bang!: mm el
 direstion of
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