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‘Peclares That Union Executive Refused Him Op-
- portunity to Explain Result of
His Investigation.

The following report in regard to the
Rossland miners’ strike appears in the
December issue of the Labor Gazette:

On the 3lst of October, the following
telegram was Teceived at the Depart-
ment of Labor:

Rossland, B. C. Oct. 30, 1901
W. L. M. KING, Labor Department,

Ottawa, Ont.— g

‘We request your presence in l}oss—
land fo act,under Conciliation Act, 1900,
to investigate and adjust strike here at
the mines. -

Executive Committee Rossland Min-
erg Union, F. E. WOODSIDE,

Secretary.

Acting under instructions from the
Honorable the Minister of Labor, the
deputy minister leit for Rossla.nd. on
the 2nd of the following month,‘arriving
jni-thet city on the evening of the 9th.
Thé days immediately following avere
spent in interviewing the members of |
the executive committee of the Rossland
Miners’ Union and other membersAof
the union, the managers of the min-
ing companies affected, executive offi-
cers of District Assodiation No. 6 of the
Western Federation of-Miners, profes-
siondl and business men in the city of
Roe@sland, and other persons. The mines
were also visited. This investigation con-

+ ducted in-this menner was made with
a view of ascertaining the exact situa-
tion at the time, and of obtaiming. full
particulals in-referen~e- to the strike,

“both as to ** s . which had
‘brough’ e Tesults.

The v of the official
report, e deputy min-
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ticle, shall be founa wiill be self-
supporting, they shall, 4 application,
be granted a, charter. By section 10, ar-
ticle -3,° the territory covered - by the
Western Federation of Miners is divi-
ded into six districts. Five of these dis-
tricts ame in the United Staftes, and dis-
trict No. 6 is comprised of the territory
north of the United Statées boundary.
The executive board of the Federation
consists of nine members, and one mem-
ber of the executive board is required
to reside in each of the several distnicts.

The Miners’ Union at Rossland is
kncwn ‘as Rossland Miners’ Union No.
38, Western Fedeartion of Miners. It is
represented in the District Association
No.-6, and is chartered under the West-
ern Fedesrjation 0f Miners. Its consti-
;\:“tion was firdt adopted at Rossland in

In March of the present year a smelt-
ers’ union was formed in Northport, U.
S., under the Western Federation of
Miners, and shortly after its formation
a stirfike occurred in that place. The rea-
son of the strike, as given by officers of
the Federation, was that certain car-
penters, members of the Northport un-
ion, were told by thve management of

- the Northport smelter that they would
haye to sever their connection with the
‘Amﬁ,x_en’c union oty quit the eom
- “pemy’s employ. It was about the mid-
dle of May that this statement was
made, and a strike was declared on the
ground that it was the only means of
preventing the dismemberment of the
union. The strike was declared on the
24th of May.

The smelter at Northport is owned by
the Le Roi Mining company, the same
company which has mines in Rossland.
In addition to men working im the Le
Roi mines, thie Rossland umjon bhiad
members among the employees of other
mines in that city. The strike ordered
by the Rossland union took place on the
11th of July. |

Article 5, section 1 of the constitution
and by-laws of the Western Federation
of Miners, which article contains the
conditions under whicdhi a strike may be
declared, reads as follows: |

“It shall be umlawful for any wunion’
to enter upon a strike umless ordered
by three-fourths of its resident members
in good standing, which shall be decided
by a secret ballot, and on approval of
the executive board of the Western
Federation of Miners, wge shall hsve 15
days’ motice to consider— the proposed
dhange in working time or wages advo-
cated by the union. Should any em-
ployer or employers atti:s the rights <f
the members of a union-or its:establisk-
ed pifinciples without allowing the unicn
suflicient time to notify the «xeCulive

.board of the proposed.change; thien the
members -shall have the right  to de-
clare a strike to maintain their rights.-
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MacKenzie King, Deputy Minister of Labf)r

Makes His Report to His Superior
Officer at Ottawa.
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In this they shall be assisted by the ex-
ecutive beoard. Any emergency arising,
the executive board may temporaniy
annul the 15 days’ provision of tirs sec-
tion; provided such action will be to the
best interest of the umion.”

The 4th of July was the day on wihich
a secret ballot was taken to decide
wihether or not a strike should be de-
clared at the Rossland -mines, and. ac-
cording to thle statement of the execu-
tive officers of the Rossland union, there
were between 700 and 900 resident mem-
bers in good standing in the Rossland
uniion upon that date. Aceording to their
statement also, the rule is, before tak-
ing a vote upomn the guestion of a strike
to decide at a meeting of the union that
such vote shall be taken, amd give at
least 24 hours’ notice that the vote is to
be taken after the decsion to take it
has been reached. According to the con-
stitution of the union, the regular meet-
ings of the union shall be held on ev-
ery Wednesday evening, and the hours
of -meeting shail be between 7:30 and
10:30 p. m. the year round.

It was at the meeting of the union
held on the evening of Wednesday,
July 3, that it was decided that a vote
should be taken on the following day,
to decide whether a strike should or
should mot be declared for “an increase
in the wages of muckers from $2.50 to
$3 per day. Reports differ as to the num-
ber of members who were present at
this meeting, but those who were pres-
ent agree in their statements that the
nuimber was not large, and that so far
as the muckers Were concerned only a
few of their number were present. Re-
ports differ also as to the hour at which
the union had arrived at its decision to
take a vote on the question of a striike
on thie following day. The hour for
meeting was 7:30, and some of the offi-
eers state that by 8 o'clock a decision
had been reached. The same officers
state that within half an hour after-
wards handbills were printed, giving
notice of the ballot to be  taken, and
that these notices were pested about the
city in conspicuous places. Thiey an-
nounced that the voting would begir
at 8 o'clock on the morning of July 4,
and that the polls would be closed at £
o’clock on the night of that day, It was
known at the time that the 4th of July
wmenild he ohgerved as a holiday among

‘a Rossland.

f given by the officers in
» ballot was that 354 votes
n cast, and that there were

; rotes-in excess of the thiree-
quarters required in favor of declaring

_a strike. This vote, the officers decided,

justified the déclaring of a etrike und
section 1 of article 5 of the comstitution,
whiich states that ‘It shall be-unlawful
for amy union to enter upon a strike un-
less ordered by three-fourths of itsresi-
dent members in-good  standing.”

The constitution also requires “that
the decision given by secret ballot must
obtain flhle approval of the ' executive
board of the Western Fedesation of
Miners, who shall have 15 days’ notice
to consider the changes proposed  1n
working time or wages advocated by
the union.” The strike was, however,
declared on the llth of July, and the
giving of seven days’ notice, instead of
15, was explained on the .ground of em-~
ergency, amotibler clause in-the same ar-
ticle providing that an emergency amis-
ing, the executive board may tempora-

| rily anmul the 15-day provision of the

section, providing such action were in
the best interest of the union.

The executive of the Riossland Miners’
Umion contend that there was nothing
irregular in the manmer in which the
strike was declared; that the letter of
the constitution was followed, and that
the extreme urgency of the situation
might account for any apparent hiaste
or secrecy im the proceedings. They ailso
allege that this method of proceeding
part of employers :
transpiring in the union. Several mem-
bers of the union state that at the time
they ‘had mo knowledge whatever that
the union had decided to vote on the
matter of a strike, oy that such-vote
was being taken on thle day it was.
They further state that mot very long
before a vote had been taken . on the
same question, and the decision which
had been reached was against the strike.

Asked as to whether or not the strike
at Rossland weuld have been declared
had there been no strike-at Northport,
the committee stated that the strike
existing at Northport was doubtless a
cause of.the immediate action at Rose-
land, but that the union had had griey-
ances for some time past, which were
of such a nature as to justify the strike,
and that to have weited until a settle-

ment could be arranged at Northport.

would lhiave been to aggravagate their
own position. Asked as to whether the
increase in the wages of muckers was
the meal cause of the strike, they replied
that it was ome cause;:fhat the .umion

had communicated with thé companies nimes Whe ever we desire to da so. We

some time previously, asking . the “in
crease, but that their communication
had mnot been acknowledged, and 'tha
consequently it was not necessary - 10
again notify the companies or to >
another demand to this emd before de<
claring a ‘strike.: The demand for an in-
crease in the - wages of muckers .was
made the immediate cause of the stmike.
The strike ‘would, however, probably

o s
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not have taken place at the timé ‘itrdid
on ftittis ground alone, had it not been
that for a long time past the unionshad
regson to believe that the mining eoms=
panies had decided to break up the or-
ganization, if possible, and that for the
miners to continue working at Ross-
land when a strike ‘was on at North-
port, would have meant strengthening
the hands of the companies in their ail-
leged purpose of causing the breaking
up of the unmion. To continue working
at the Le Roi mines with the smelter
closed, meant an incriease-in the amount
of ore at the smelter, and this might
hiave given the company opportumity to
close up its mines for a time, until the
smelter hiad overtaken the excessive
output. Im brief, there appears to have
been three causes of the’strike in Ros-
land: (I) the assistance, by‘a sympath-
etic strike, of the members of the union
at Notthport, who went on strike some
time previous; (2) the settlement of the
demrand for an increase in thie wages of
muckers from $2.50 to. $3 per day‘ im
Rossland; and (3) to end future diserim-
ination by theé company against mem-
bers of the union. 40f the 'three,
the last, -mamely, diserimingtion,
was . probably the most import-
ant cause, it having been a Teal aggra-
vation to the umion, for some time past.

When the strike was declared on July
11, over 1,000 men in all were called out,
indluding not only ‘the employees of the
Le Roi mines, but all classes of employ-
ecx about the several mines in Rossland.
The members included the employees of
Le Roi mines Nos. 1 and 2, the.employ-
ees of the War Eagle and Centre Star
mines, and the employees of smuialler
mining properties in tie city. Immedi-
ately after the strike was declared
these properities were closed entirely,
and remained closed for some time.

The companies from the outset stated
that they were not in a pesition to
grant the increase inded. . But they
did not hesitate 10 state that " ‘were
unwilling to recognize the uniox+im. any
manner. They had, however, net made
it a conditipn of employment that the
men_should mot belong to. a umion if
they so desired, but they réfused to deal
with tiie officers of the umiion ag repre-
senting «ll the men’ in their employ.

Several attempts were made by repre-|

sentatives and individual persons to ef-
fect a settlement after the strike com-
menced, but these were without: avail.
The Le Roi company began as spon as
possible to fill the places of those who
had gone on strike, leaving it open to
the strikers to make application for em-
ployment whenever they desired; and

_sccepting applications friom others as|.
well, The management of the War Ba-|

gle and Centre. Star companies decid
to keep the mines closed for somie time,
although after the strikechad been in
ccntinuance for some time, the manage-
ment claimed that ghiould they sd/desire
they could obtain sufficient help tg .re-
commenes.- operations successfully.”
Wihen I arrived at Rossland ‘the TLe
Roi mines Nos. 1 and 2- wepe each-work-
ing, and the management claimed to
have between 500 and 600 men e€mploy-
ed. According to. the sratement of the
executive officers of the union; there
were only one or t ed*of the
strikers still at Rossland. The others had
left to secure either temporary or per-
msnent employment wn other parts of
Canada or the United States.The union
ofticers claimed, that while it true
that Several men were employ: i at the
Le Roi mines, they were neverthelss
for the most part inefficient, being mew
and unskilied hands, and that the com-
panies would not find it profitable to
continue them in their employ. 3
After interviewing the mine: mana-
gers, 1 asked for a statement of ir po-
sition, which was given in wriiting. The|
folowing are copies of thie communica-

es are
in full operation and our em] are
satisfied with the hours of ! *and
the wages paid, and are working peace-
fully. And there is no reason why this
condition should not continue. .

In view of these facts, we feel that it
is useless to discuss & past condition of
affairs which no longer concern us.

Yours sincerely, g
(Signed) Le Roi Mining Co., L{mlted.

By R. J. FRECHEVILLE,
Managing 2
Le Roi No. 2; Iﬁufwdw
By BERNARD MACDONALD,
General Manager.
' W. L. MACKENZIE KING, ., Dep-
mty Minister of Labor, Ross! , B. C.
Rossland, B. C., Nov. 1, 1901
Dear Sir—As to our pogition in the
 matters discussed at our inter¥iew to-
day, we beg to state that there is at
present an @bundant supply of labor,|
and we are mow’ able to operate our

" therefore feel that it umﬁo dis-
cuss a past condition of which nc
~Icnger concern us. Respectfully yours,
(Signed) The War Eagle Consolidated’
M. & D. Co., Limited,
By E. B. KIRBY,

Centre Staxf Mining Co, Limited.
By E. B. KIRB

I ASKED !
| THE UNION MIGHT

Dep-

L]

THAT :

AT WHICH I MIGHT RE
COMMUNICATIONS ‘AND ‘MAKB A
STATEMENT TO THE MEMBERS
OF THE ' SITUATION. THIS THE
COMMITTEE WAS UNWILLING. TO
G . 1 OFFERED TO PUI
WHA AD TO SAY IN WRITING,
AND TO READ TO THE UNION
ONLY THE WRITTEN BTATEMENT
AFTER IT HAD BEEN SUBMTTED

1 To THEM FOR THEIR APPROVAL.

THEY WOULD NOT. HOWEVER,
CONSENT TO THIS. I SUBSE-
QUENTLY, AT THE REQUEST OF
THE =~ LOCAL EXECUTIVE, SAW
ONE OF THE OFFICERS OF THE
DISTRICT ASSOCIATION, TO
WHICH THE LOCAL UNION IS
SUBORDINATE, AND ASKED, AS 1
HAD ASKED THE EXECUTIVE OF
THE LOCAL UNION, WHETHER
OR NOT HE WOULD BE WILLING
FOR THE LOCAL UNION TO TAKE
A S “YOTE . ON - THE QUES-
TION = OF WHETHER- /" OR
NOT THE STRIKE SHOULD BE
CONTINUED. .THIS, - HE | SAID,
COULD NOT BE ATLOWED, I jus-
urged that to declare this strike at -an

nite acknowledgment from the miniag

pared to do in the matter of considerms
the increase demanded in the wages of

carious position the interests of muck-
ers in other mines in British Columbia,
and that, comsequently, if necessary,
the strke would have to be perpetuated
indetfinitely. .

The exact position of affairs in Ross-
land will accordingly be seen irom . the
statements of the companies, aud the
officers of the union. So far as any for-
mal dedlaration of the strike being at an
end is comcermed, it hias not been made,
mer is it likely that it will ever beiﬂm.de.
On the other hand, the situation as it
afiects the companies is probably best
expressed in themw own words. 7

I have the honor to be, sir, your obe-
dient servamt,

¢

Depity Minister of Labor.

Since this report was sutmitted, work
has continued at the Le Rioi mines Nos.
1 and 2, -and the pay rolls of each of
these mines indicate that the numbers

been mnearly equal to the nubider em-
ployed prior to the strike. Mining has
nutcormnmoedattheWarEaglemrd
Centre Star mines at the close of the
month, but operations hiad already be-
gun for the unwatering of tihlese mines,
and it was expected that they would re-
commence work eary in the month of

property affected by the strike, had
about 60 men at work at the close of
* ine owners at the Le
‘tre-Star, state that they have n
plications for work at the mines, es-
pecially from men seeking positions as
muckers. ; s (7
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THE SLOCAN.
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The' following 'are the: ore shipments
from ‘Sandon for the week: .

Total
e o amatter rota o
lena for Nevember. Smelter retu for
40 tons amounted to $LITT. |
The Payne concentrator will be com-
menced shortly after the New Year. The
material has all been shipped. =~ , °
During last month the Whitewater
mine ‘milled 6,400 toms, producing 588
tons of concentrates.’ Smelter returns

Review. »
SLOCAN, Dec. 26—The bond on the
Tamarac group, Springer creek, has

to the company and recorded. John .

Spokane on Friday and wound up the

business with the
The payment made

made. The full bond called: for $18,000,
so that the payment just made repre-
sented, conslfierable money. -

The owners of the property were Lou
Fielding, George Henderson and Neil
Gothing, while the purchasers are
known as the Tamarac Mining & De-

opment syndicate of Spokane; One
small shipment has been made from
the Tamarac by the bonders. The re-
turns were 172 ounces silver and 17
per cent lead: Four drifts have been
opened up on the vein and each one
'{s showing ore. There is sufficient in
sight more than to repay the purchase
 price. . )

Mr. Holden has shut down the prop-
erfy till spring; when a force of 20
men will be put on. The company will
also build half a mile of wagon road
to connect the mine with the Springer
road. By
Tamarac
fidence has been «
camp.

Jay P. Graves,
trolling interest

an increaged feeling of con-
imparted - to the

who holds the con-
in the Rockland
group of claims on Eight Mile creek,
has been credited with the intention
of erecting large smelting works. next

property. Writing, to a party 1 y
city from New York on the subject,
Mr. Graves said: “It is mot my inten-
tion to construct smelting ¥

the operation of the Rockland: wmtil
the properties:shall have fl
veloped sufficiently. to . prove  their|
'merits. We expect to do some pros-

this. Mpr. Miner has po interest with
me in the/Ry _group of mines.” -
- Jacob Aitchison and Sidney Coo
‘have leased the Paystreak

Y,

x

: they ‘have been working

steadily at it

23

execu--

, year the force on the Speculator will be

[s /Boundary ore shipments for the past

end, without having receved some deﬁ-l

companies, as to what they were pre- |

muckers, would be to leave in a pre- pAthelstan

|

W. L. M_'ACKENZIE KING, ‘runcertainty of the price of copper will

employed during the past monih have,

December. The Nickel Piate, anmhﬁ-;Bp.nng.ntyne.vc&n
. “and the War Eagle and Ce {100 feet south of the switch, and

obliged to mefuse a large numbtr of ap- ,!'t,wo compartments
| shaft to be used for manway, DUTIDS

amounted to 313.000-—8@601! m‘ ]

been lifted and the deeds turned over |

Holden, the manager, came in from |!

: rx‘em. owners. | th
ade 90 per cent, |
as one payment had previously been |€

the lifting of the bond on the |.

spring to treat the . ores. from that]
4n this

- works for |

pecting when we-are able - to reach |n

o TR AN T G S T S
_for two weeks.  They have taken out
five and ope-half tons of ore in that
‘time and it is all of shipping - grade.
'An assay made on the oxide, of which
there is a great deal in the ledge, gave
'$110 in gold and a general assay gave
$167 in all values.

It is expected that ,after the new

A FAIRLY LARGE VOLUME OF
BUSINESS FOR THE HOLI-
Y g
doubled. At present work. is pushed oAy e
on the No. 3 drift, - which is Dbeing
‘pushed ahead under No. 2, giving a
depth of 120 feet.” Bunches:of shipping
ore are being encountered in the drift. |
Word has been received that the hoist-
‘ing plant has been ordered for the
property and |will be _here before
spring. Sinking will be then resumed
on the main shaft.

‘W. Harvey secured an. option Mon-
; day on the molybdenite property of
| William Brasch’s, ostensibly for Eng-
lish parties. The papers call for the
payment of $2000 cash at the end of
three months, or $4500 at the termina-
tion of five mionths. Work must be
prosecuted diligently on the property
and no ore will be allowed to be taken
off the ground. A 100 pound sample
is. to be sent to the old country for
analysis.

STOCKS IN MOST CASES KEPT
THEIR PRICES UP TO
HIGHER RANGE.

The stock market was fairly activ
during the past week, the volume ¢
business being substamtial when t
holiday season is taken into accoun
If past yea.rs’ experience may be takg
as ‘a guide, it is altogethler likely" thi .
the dealings will be larger from now on,
for a spurt after the holiday quietude
is usu.al. There is the further reasoa
that funds in- the east available for
speculative purposes will be increased.
through the release of money that has
been employed in the moving of the
crops and kindrid operations.

R.amb{ler-Cariboo has been somewhat
less active than for the previous week,
but the pmice on the whole has kept
up well. The official announcement of
a monthly dividend for the future has
given the stock ménewed strength. The
last sales were made at 68, ex-dividend,
which is equal to the highest price
reached before the dividend.

Winnipeg took a fresh start during
the week, selling quite freely some days.«
The prevailing price was 4.

Centre Star was strong, going from
3112 to 3412 during the week. Tran-
sactions in the stock were not numer~
ous, but large bunches of shhires chang-
ed hands at advanced prices.

Cariboo-McKinmey also took a start
upward, the first sale of the week be-
ing made at 15 and the last at 19.

White Bear sold at 3 and 31-4 for
considerable blocks of shares, but during
the latter part ofl the week it was inac-
tive,

The sales during the week were as
follows:

THE BOUNDARY.

week and for the year were as fol-
lows:

; Week. 1901
Knob Hill

5363

0ld Ironsides,
and Victoria

B. C. Mine

Winnipeg ...

228,651
43,575
1,040
550
1,803
560
87,997
620
150
940
1,250
450
1,300

Snowshoe

R. Bell

Mother Lode, De

Sunset, Deadwood S
| Morrison, Deadwood ...
No. 7, Central s
King Solomon, Copper .. ....
Jewel, Long Lake

,Other Boundary mincs..

04

Totals, tons 8187 368,832

It was expected that by this time
some news as to the outcome of the
proposed consolidation of the Mother
| Lode and Brooklyn groups would have
been received, “but up to. date nothing
definite has been heard. Whether the

Satunday ....
Monday
Tuesday

: Thursda:
’ma.ke any difference in'the negotiations o4

which are being carried on in the east
by the officials of the companies inter-
ested is not known. It is understood
that three deals are under considera-
tion, the successful outcome of any
{of which will mean the resuming of
'operations on the Erooklyn group on
an extensive scale.

The ' management of ‘the Snowshoe
mine has decided to sink a new shaft
to -a depth of 300 feet, which will be
the main working shaft of the prop-
‘ erty. Just as soon as the engineer, Mr.
! |.can make the necessary
survey to decide upon the exact locar
" tion the work of sinking will be start-
¢d. It will probably be located apmllg‘
be two compartments in width. ‘Thése
will be wused for
the old incline

Abe Lincoln ..........
American Boy

Athabasca

B. C. Gold Fields ....

Big Three .......cec..

Black Tail ............
California -

Canadian G. F.

Cariboo (Camp McK)
Centre Star

€row’s Nest Pass Coal $80 00
Deér Trail No. 2 .... 3
Dundee

Evening Star (as. p'd)
Giant

Golden €rown M Ltd
Homestake (as. paid)
Iron Mask

Iron COIt .......-.
Al TR
Jumbo. Zii.ivet
 King (Oro Denoro) ..

3
4%
4
2
9

hoisting purposes only, 1
5

and air line, Barly this week two 154~ &

machines, employing 12 men, ‘Wwerej

1aid off at the Snowshoe. These ma-

chines were| used for stoping ore, and

: ment decided  that

Morning Glory .......
e
North Star (B. K ..
Wapely i .ovvsvuisse

THE LARDEAU.

3 bler-Cariboo (ex-
‘dividend) .
‘Republic

Rossland Bonanza G.!
‘M, & M. Co ..

Winnipeg, 500, 88-4c; 500, 500, 3000,

; Cariboo, ‘Camp McKinney, 2000,

| 19¢; Centre Star, 2000, 341-2c; 500, 3tc.
Total 9.000. =

The Pedro @and Minnie F. claims
known as the Pedro group, situated at
thie hend of the south fork of Canyon

“havye changed hénds to a Minne
‘ any at good figures. The
00 cash in ‘time payments’

. of stock. With the

ave seen yet, It is understood that
the intention of the company toj

ready been dome in er unti
the company ought to, by w,\be in|
position to make steady shipments.

B. R. Warden, superintendent of the
cup was d to Trout Lake this _week,
He info %‘prw that his company
haddead.edhoaenddlthsc'.lporem
Trout Lake for shipment. Nowe of the
ore, therefore, will go to the

ROBSLAND, B. G
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