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Gentloeme: AL | jast meeting of
the Board of Directors the matier of an
Elevator poliey for the Province of Al
beria was fully discussed, and the re

sult of same was the passing of & reso
ution. by & usanimous vole, eadors
s the propemal made for an agErossive
clevator poh 8 Alberta and recom
mending that same be carried out by
the Government guarmblering the hond
of the Urmin Urowers Lirain i

on the basis {f & sinted s Tor oa

house estevle reoment =

ompany L sliine uaditions nder
which the guaranies would be gives
Hesides this it was decided that this
matter should be submitied o the joea
unions so that the delogates at the ars
sunl convention will bhe able to act
thereon

The elevator systen n Albertia B
such that if some decinive steps are not
taken at an early date then there =
be nothing left in the province bHul one
very active combine controlling prac
tieally every ling elevator In fact the
statement has been made by one mas
interested in elevators, who s suppos
ed to be Independent f the recent
formed merger that he witn some of his
friends invested the sum of $#1.305.00
in the elevator system of Alberta a fow
months ago, [-n'rh.om‘ some 130 houses
and that this sumber will be consider
ably increased, the intention being to
have no let up in this work until the
whole province is covered To quote
the words of the person referred to
‘‘this places the interior in an excellent
position.”’ It does-—~for the elevator
ompany.

What is required to offset this is a
strong, efficient and aggressive organ
zation eapable of conducting, formulat
ing, and putting into effect a poliey
which will be an effective weapon in
the hands of the producers in keeping
the present mergers in their right place
At the same time something is required
which eannot at any time be takenm to
be & leading string of any Government
rather than that, any enterprise of this
kind should from the first stand alone
and be conducted along safe and sure
husiness lines.

The one difficulty which has to be
faced in undertaking any large elevator
policy is that of financing the erection
of the houses, as after this is done, if
the company undertaking the work is of
a good position, and bears a good repu
tation in the financial world, then the
rest of the work is comparatively easy
This difficulty can be overcome by the
passing of an aect to guarantee the
bonds of the Grain Co, the terms of
the a¢t to limit the amount of the guar
antee to be given on each house to, say
approximately 47,500 Onee this guar
antee was given the responsibility of the
Government would cease, as the bonus
would be met from the earnings of the
houses, and with the reputation enjoyed
by the Grain Co. there would be no
doubt as to the future.

The scheme which is in mind and
which has met with. the approval of the
Board of Directors is based upon the
following lines: The Lieutenant-Gover
nor-in-Couneil to be authorized on such
terms and conditions as would be laid
down in the Aet to guarantee the pay
ment of the principal and interest on
the bonds of the company in respeect to
A line of elevators erected or to be
erected ir Alberta, the amount of this
guarantee not to exceed a stated sum
for each elevator. The Provinee to be
secured by deeds of trusts or mort
gages, covering the elevators and plant,
payable in such instalments and terms
as would conform with the debenture
issue. The company to have the power
to acquire by purchase or otherwise any
elevators already built on terms to he
mutually decided upon. The conditions
on which the elevators would be erected
or purchased, under the terms of the

arantes : . thatl b R 1t
. a sha fiagrome f sufficient
k wi " be equa . st of
ting or aequiring the elevator, and
- L loms Lhan twenty per ent
f the amount of sueh shares as Lo
aid wp, and pr led Turther that the
sanual erop average of the shared |
s in that distriet represents & propor
tion of not Jess than - acren for
a huahels f elevalor Apac
The balance duoe on shares to be
by instalments » ne and twe
earns r ne ftwoe and 5 ~e 2. 12l 14
shareholders to be given the privi
5 f ordering & reduct : 1 be made
all their grain passing through the
1 stor until sueh time as the
tock s paid for, if they prefer that
nethod The company to arrange for

2 meeting of the supporters of the lo

al elevator Bee A year. when matiern

ertaining {« the management opera
tion, and maintenance of the elevator
s be received and discussed. a a
hoard f management, consisting f
three or five duly qualified sharel jers,
elected ¢ art in an advisory Ajacit
to the niral office, also a delegate ¢
the annual meeting f the npany
represent the shareholders in that
inity

This, | think, covers the general de

tailes of the scheme which is in view and
will show that matters are moving
-
B

along in this line, and by sueh a schen
the possibility is given to the farmer
who are interested in the elevator pro
position and who require relief from
the present burdensome
secure an up-to-date line of elevators
n such a manner that they will not be
msiderably hampered, or embarrassed
n armanging for the funds to build
the house while they are at the same
time keeping the control of the busi
ness to themselves There are other
parts of the scheme which will come
forward when the general details are
being worked out, such as the co-opera
tive marketing of other lines of pr

luce in such a manner that the benefit

onditions o

will come right back to the producer
and the consumer To give only one
nstance of what has already been done,
it is only necessary to state that the
Grain Growers' Grain Co., which is this
year operating the line of government
owned elevators in Manitoba, has been
ible to make such a satisfactory ar
rangement that the company can supply
flour in earload lots, to loeal associa
tions in that provinece at the reduced
price of $2.60 per 100 Ibs. for first grade
and $#2.35 per 100 Iba. for second grade
flour. This alone gives one an idea ad
to the possibilities which are to be
found in such a scheme as the one here
outlined.

It is only right that you should know
that the rights of the farmers would be
further protected under the provisions
of the clarter which limits the amount
of stock to be held by any one man d
which brings into foree the principle of
one man, one \'(I'i‘, no matter '»1)“ ﬂlﬂn}'
shares are held. I recognize that it is
hard to present the full details of such
a scheme as this, but trust the matter
is made sufficiently elear for you to con
sider at your next meeting. If there is
any further information you may re
quire on any point, if it is possible for
me to do so, I shall be only too pleased
to supply you with same.—Your obed
ent servan

‘hﬂW;\ RD J. FREAM

General Secretary

FOOLISH FARMERS TO GLUT
MARKET

Under the above fancy heading an
article has appeared in many Western
papers, originating in Port Arthur, where
a transportation official is reported to
have stated as follows

“In any case the farmers of the West
are very foolish to glut the market at

this parteuiar season L shipping »

their grain oul to the head of the lakes
i they = ) ! bhack 1 r grain there
sould be & (e ’

They will not ¢ fing
granaries and | froom

frostl. ramn. ot
ators and e
That s the o ‘ porist, the

man =)

iven in the Fast and =} e
wres e can show the Weslern mas
ot how he should handle his business
There is another side to the story, however,
1)

al of the man ») is living upon the
and. and the foll wing instas
i o show where the differe
During the summer of 1909
ame into the wntry and }
a quarter section of land He worked
industriously and not having an abund
ance of cash be took ad sntage of the offer

made by the local agent of one of the

ma« hine ympantes and purchased some
machinery on time. giving bis noles in
payment thereof, the notes falling due
n November 1, 1910, and N ember )
1911, respectively He plowed p some
land duning the season of 1909 and in
the spring of 1910 he used up the last
of his available cash to purchase seed
grain His crop was that year a
fallure, the bulk of the seed nol even
showing above the ground, and not having

mplete

any other resources he was unable to pay
his notes when they fell due In the
spring of 1911 he was able to get a second
supply of seed and that year had a crop
of a k

feed wheat, tough. being insufficient to

the net returns on his no grade

pay his threshing bill let alone meet an
notes, so once more he did not meet his
habilities and the machinery
was kind

company
It did not press for payment
For the third time this farmer was
able to get seed grain and in the fall of
1912 his labors were rewarded with a
crop consisting of about 1200 bushels
of good 2 northern wheat and about
1400 bushels of 1| NW. flax. In the mean
time the notes had been piling up, the
interest after due date being ten per cent
and on October 24 last this farmer re
ceived a call from a collector for the
machinery company, who demanded in
stant payment of the notes, now amount-
ing to nearly #2300 The collector was
answered that the notes would be paid
just as soon as the grain could be marketed
and his answer to this was to the effect
that the farmer had a pretty good looking
crop this year and if he couldn’t pay the
cash he had better give the company an
assignment of the grain. Naturally the
farmer refused to do this as he felt that
he should hold his grain and sell just
when the right time arrived, but he told
the collector that he would order a car
at once and as soon as possible would
meet his bills out of the proceeds. IHe
was told that there must be a settlement
or an assignment of the grain that day
or the farmer could take the consequences
The settlement was not made, so on
November 4 the farmer received a visit
from the sheriff’s officer who served him
with a writ on behalf of the machiners
The farmer is not a man who
speaks English very well and he was
greatly frightened by the legal document,
so much so in fact, that he immediately
took a trip to Calgary to see what could
be done, but his trip was in vain as he
could make no impression on the com
pany most interested
The position the farmer found himself
in at that time was, over 60 names on
the car order book, and even if he could
have got a car it would have been im-
possible for him to load, as there was a
large river between his farm and the track
and no bridge. During the suinmer
time a ferry is in operation, but that had
been withdrawn & short time previously
owing to ice, and the state of the river
was such that it was impossible for any
erson to cross with a loaded wagon
here was too much ice on the sides of
the river and too much floating ice to
make this possible.  He asked for a stay
of proceedings, but the only answer he
got was, give us an assignment of your
grain, you might as well anyway for we
will have judgment and execution against
you before the end of the month and then

company

December 25. 1912
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we will get the grain answay The writer
tried 1o intercede and help in the matter
but the only answer he got was that »
fosen wrils were beng ssued every da
and the farmers who were in debt could
cither settle up ot once by selling their
grain or could expect & wnt

Just think what it means, the farmers
being forced by their creditors to sell on
s falling market (this is no doubt what is
generally known as good bDusiness, as »
man must pay his st debita). and the
business men of the East telling the
farmers they are foolish to glut the market
simply because they will not go to the
expense of bulding granaries The pity
of it and the need of some change is ap
pareat

Surely the remark made some time ago
to the effect that the greatest curse in
Western Canada today s the indis
criminate selling of machinery on time has
a lot of truth in it When will there be
s change?

E.J. ¥

HAVE ALL DOUBTFUL SEEDS
TESTED FOR VITALITY

Owing to the faet that climatiec con
ns have again been unfavorable in
ertain distriets to the satisfs

."Y"’ ma
turity of seed grain, we wish to draw
the attention of every farmer to the ad

sability of having his grain tested for
ermination

Oats are particularly subjeet to injury
by frost, and in certain stages of their
are rendered worthless for seed
oses even though (’hn‘\' may look

plump and sound outwardly

Others again, though undoubtedly froz
en, are not seriously affected in vitality
As a germination test is the only sure
ndication of the grain's econdition in
such cases, we would strongly advise
aving all doubtful ocats tested

Flax is also subjeet to injury by frost
as well as moisture, and its vitality may
be considerably lowered by these fae
tors Barley is affected likewise and
often shows a low percentage of growth
when ecut after frost Wheat, on the
other hand, is much less liable to injury
and will usually germinate readily, even
when frozen quite severely It may
however, be tendered unfit for seed by
frost or through excessive moisture

Timothy cut after frost should be
tested, as it is often greatly reduced in
vitality We would suggest having
tested any other cereal or fodder seeds
that may be suspected of not being up
to the full standard of germination

In sending in samples to be tested the
following points should be remembered

1. All samples are tested free of
charge

2. Seed bags suitable for sending

samples may be had on application to
the Dominion Seed Laboratory, Calgary,
Alta

3. About half such a bag full (1,000
grains) is ample for a germination test

| If possible samples should be
cleaned before sending

=

5. Postage should be prepaid at the
rate of 2 cents for 4 ounces and 1 cent
for each additional 4 ounces

6. It is unnecessary to enclose stamps
for a reply.

7. The usual time necessary for a
test is ten days, but when a retest is
made a longer time is required

8. All samples should be plainly
marked with the name and address of
sender, together with an identification
lesignation when more than one is sent

9. All samples should be sent to the
Dominion Seed Laboratory, Calgary, not
to any individual member of th: staff

In addition to the above, this Depart
ment, when required. tests any kind of
cereal or fodder seeds for purity from
noxious weeds. Samples sent in for such
purposes should contain not less than
one pound of the larger grains and two
ounces of flax, grasses and clover.




