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nvﬁ l ]! ST now, it is frequently remarked

. : J that the prin(‘ipal cause of distress
line of Vicunas, Wor wong laboring men may be traced to the
ch T'QOdl, Trouser it that in times of plenty they failed to

pactice econLomy. This, so far as the
adiridual is concerned, may be & correct
wtion of the problem, but, it may be
uked, is thrift the lever of all all econom-
il progress and of '“hh. or is it the
mence of all poverty and misery ? Is it

direet from Gl
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ince Avenue. ivitue or a vice! Viewed from the
1e8 c‘“ned and re- tudpoint of an individual it is undoubt-
class “yh‘ Wy a virtue ; from that of a Mitﬁ.‘
ane, because consumpti
r Nm tease and wages would m\v::uw:h:
r Sweeping. Wnimumn rate of pay given to the cheap-
dodkive) Bias ized, Ete. #tlibor in the world.  These questions
i tave become very important ones in our

®uomical development. The ancients
@ not trouble themselves much about
Wrifty habits, The Greeks regarded the
vhole business of money making as very
v, and extremely unworthy of & free
:'l:. Plato's aristocratic mind looked

U upon thrift as some kind of & sin.
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Aelivered tree, Waal speech by Meleuchthon in
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existed until the Ilatter part of the|and flood-in oue economical life, sud
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under them naturally absorbed the opin-|theebb. = =
fons_esdeavored o b taaght by thée| i

ordinances, and thrift was commended as

It is, therefore, Dot to be woadered at
that Adsm Smith, the father of modern
econominal science, says in his *Wealth
of Nations :” “Capital is the result of

thrift ; it can only be obtained if wedo| .\

not spend
our labor, but put aside a part for fature
use.” This is -endorsed by Schulze-
Delitssch in his **Workman's Catechism,”
and Von Mangold in his ‘“Hand-Book of
National Economy’' declares that he who
tells the workman that ‘“‘he can never
be in comfortable circumstances without
thrift, simply lies.” This, from the
standpoint of an individual, is undoubt-
edly correct. The laboring man must
necessarily be thrifty in order to acquire
contentment, and it is perfectly right in
our economical life to be judiciously
thrifty, which will enable us to overcome
the difficulties of a seven years of famine

by a reserve fund gathered through afg .

seven years of plenty.
A nation, however, does not prosper

thrift, but by an increase of con-|pe

sumption, necessitating an increase of
production. If all workmen saved cun-
sumption would naturally decrease, and
‘when consumption decreases there is no
demand for labor, and when the demand
for labor ceasea wages naturally fall
lower. It is not easy, stherefore, to find
the golden mean between these con-
flicting ideas. We must acknowledge
that thrift has very little to do, indeed,
with the building up ot modern fortunes.
It would sound rather jronical if we were
to speak of our millionaires having saved
their millions. An income should be
large enough to satisfy all our moderate

endeavor to save by

wants, and if we
robbing our bodies of needful comforts
the most precious

we actually waste
all things in the world—human energy
and ability. Savings due to » reduction
in wages must always hurt s npation, and
will always diminish its strength, but no
matter what the enemies of thrift ?u ;s.
so far as it relates to @ nation, it isa
good thing for the individual and should

\“M'd‘ We can not, of course, in

| that Japan has quarantined Hong Kong
on account of the existence of the Black

immedistely all the resultsof | ;; 1343.9 and slso in 1665. In Europe,

of | goon as they were

for

« It is announced in the daily papems

Plague at that port. It is further stated
that at Canton, where the plague started,
the deaths now average 200 a day. This
bears & marked resemblance to

» which first visited England

during its first and most dreadful
visitation, it was noticed that it carried
off an enormous pumber of the laborers
in the country villages, the poor and the
workmen in the towns, the monks and
nuns and friars, that is, all that portion
of the population that were ill-housed,
ill-clothed, ill-nurtured, or, like those in
the religious houses, lived habitually upon
an insufBcient diet, among whom the
prartice of asoeticism in various forms
tended to & weakening of their stamina
and their vital power. On the other
hand, the mortality among the clorgy was
far in excess of that among any other
and this can be attributed only to _
their noble self-sacrifice in the discharge
of their mioisterial duties among their
rishioners. Breathing day and night

the potilontinl air, working heroically
stagé of the |

among the people in every

disense, comforting the dying, sod bury-

ing the dead in the huge pits that were
dug to contsin the putrid corpses, the
priests dropped by thousands into the
same graves in which they had helped

to lay their people ; and, before the year . -
was out, the supply of clergy began to

fall short very seriously all over the hnd

laid in rows, as
s little earth was cast upon
cessive layer until the pit were lﬁllo(l to
. At Avignon several almost as
s 4 ’nd with the siok-
off to the pit and

n... Cl'.“
¢the dead

ive.” At Vienna
buried alive. ' es, esch of which,

to one chronicler, contained *
6,000 corpses.” In London; Sir
3':1:« Manny proyided a new cemetery,
thirteen acres in extent, ‘‘in
might tefall



