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1.” THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE AND HOME MAGAZINE .

Ta publistied every Thursday,

It is impartial and independent of all cliques and parties,

harideomely illustrated with priginal engmvings: and fur-

pishes the most practical, reliable and profitable information

for farmers, dairymen, gardeners, stockmen and home-makers

of a&%ublieaﬂon in Canada.

TE OF SUBSCRIPTION.—In Canada, England, Ire-
land, » Newfoundland and New Zealand, $1.50 per

¢ {'Jeur. in advance; $2.00 per year when not paid in advance.
sdniwd States, $2.50 per year; all other countries, 12s. in

vapce,

8. . ADVERTISING RATES.—25_ cents per line, agate, flat. Live
: stock advertising: rates ‘fiven on agphcation.
4. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until

an explicit order is received for its discontinuance. All pay-

ment of arrearahes must be made as required by law.

THE LAW IS, that all subscribers to newspapers are held
nsible until all arrearages are paid, and their paper ordered

to be discontinued.

REMITTANCES should be made direct to us, either by

Money Order, Postal Note, Pxpress Order or Registered Let-

ter, which will be at our risf. When made otherwise we will

not be reog_ons!ble.

THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL shows to what time your

subscription is paid.

MOUé)acommunloations will receive no attention.
brex av"ery case the “Full Name and Post Office Address Must
ven.

9. WHEN A REPLY BY MAIL IS REQUIRED to Urgent,
Veterinary or Legal Enquiries, $1.00 must be enclosed.

10. LETTERS intended for publication should be written on one
side of the paper only.

11. CHANGE OF ADDRESS.—Subscribers when ordering a
cl‘;ange of address should give the old as well as the new P. O.

address,

12. WE INVITE FARMERS to write us on any agricultural
topic. We are always pleased to receive practical articles.

For such as we conshder valugble we will pay ten cents per inch

rinted matter. Criticisms of Articles, Suggestions How to
mprove “The Farmer's Advocate and Home Magazine."”
Descriptions of New Grains, Roots or Vegetables not generally
known. Particulars of Experiments Tried. or Improved
Methods of Cultivation, are each and all welcome. Con-
tributions sent us must not be furnished other papers until
after they have appeared in our columns. Rejected matter
will be returned on receipt of postage.

18. ADDRESSES OF CORRESPONDENTS ARE €ONSID-
ERED AS CONFIDENTIAL and will not be forwarded.

14. ALL COMMUNICATIONS in reference to any matter con-
nected with this paper should be addressed as below, and not
to any individual connected with the paper.

Address—THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE, or

THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (Limited),
London, Canada.
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care to abandon until they are unfit for habitation.
The community hall and the community school should
be combined, and for this reason these two lines of rural
upbuilding should be co-ordinated into one scheme.

The Live Stock Expansion Move-
ment.

It cannot be estimated what it would mean to
Canada if we were able to supply Britain with a large
proportion of her bacon requirements, and be in a
position to contribute liberally of beef, dairy products
and eggs. There is a wonderful market there, and our
possibilities for production are limited only by the
number of producers. Western Canada is getting into
the live-stock business quickly, and when the vast
resources west of the Great Lakes are developed we
shall depend almost as much on foreign markets to
take care of our live-stock products as we have in regard
to wheat. The Maritime Provinces are only waiting
adequate abattoir and cold-storage facilities before they
will be in a position to forge ahead and enlarge upon
their productive enterprises.

The destines of many countries are being mapped
out at the present time, and it behooves us to be up and
doing with an eye fixed to the future of ( anada and the
prosperity of the agricultural industry.

debt may be paid out of the top six inches of Canadian

Canada’s war

soil, as the Food Controller has said, but our crops will

not represent the best form of collateral until they are
converted into live stock or live-stock products. Pro-
ducers are awaiting information concerning the futurc
I of this country, and the return of the Live
Stock Commissioner should be the prelude to a clear
ut, comprehensive statement recarding | uropean re
uirements and what is expected of u One thing is
1 jualit well quantity [ be d mded
A h isumer, and to meet 1his tipulation
! ( yur hot 1 order ( 1
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THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

Getting Past the Labor Problem.

BY ALLAN MCDIARMID.

It has been said that for eve good thing there 1s
something evil and for’ every evil thing we can find
some compensation coming with it. It seems to be
a sort of Universal Law that helps to make this a tolerable
Place tolivein, And at the same time it is the means of
giving to each of us a little of the discipline that seems
necessary ‘to prevent our getting out of the ‘‘straight
and narrow way;"” that is, after all, the easiest road
through life.

What brought these thoughts to our mind was
something we have just read in the last copy of our
“Farmer's Advocate’’ on the subject of providing
employment for our returned soldiers, and other men
out of a job, in the way of Government works and this
housing scheme and other things of a similar nature,
which, although not abselutely necessary, are looked
on as being the best solution of the ‘‘unemployed labor’
problem.

S

But the other side of the case seems to have been
overlooked. The bad that comes with the good. If the
great majority of our laboring men are employed on
house-building and different public works, the condition
of the farmer will remain as bad as it was at any time
during the war. He will still be short of help and unable
to run his farm to advantage, or to produce the food
that the world seems to be in as much need of as ever,
So the result would seem to be that by providing this
emergency work the Government is reducing the pro-
duction -of our country and creating at least as great
an evil as it is trying to cure. No doubt the Govern-
ment’s intentions are of the best but the outcome may
not be just as favorable as they expect.

But there’s always a way out of every difficulty and
although the solution of the problem may have its good
and bad features, still they are generally of minor im-
portance. And the solution in this case would seem
to be for us to find something or someone to take the
place of our soldiers and other men that wethought were
coming back from France and the munition factories,
to take up their old work on the farm. If the Govern-
ment job proves a better drawing card than milking
cows and hoeing corn then we'll have to get our help
frpm some other source; or do what we can without help.
Which would mean that the leading industry of this
country was going back instead of progressing. And
when agriculture starts going down hill it won't be long
before the other industries are following in her wake. The
better plan will be to get help from some quarter and
see that Canada’s resources are developed and her pro-
duction kept on the increase from year to year.

Over across the line in the U. S, they seem to have
been up against the same thing that confronts us here.
But they have a plan whereby they expect to get past it.
In the spring of 1918 they organized what they called
the Woman’s Land Army. Its plan was to organize
and place in groups, girls and young women who were
willing to work on the farms, and to have them where
they would be available at once for those farmers who
asked for their services. During the summer of 1918
there were units in twenty different states with a total
enrolment of 15,000 farmerettes altogether.

_ The scheme worked, as also did the farmerettes.
They were employed at picking and packing fruit, dairy
work, hoeing, truck gardening, grain harvestine and
hay-making, silo work, handling tractors, threshing
and care of live-stock. And on the whole, they seem to
have given satisfaction. So much so that they are going
to try it again this year, in spite of the fact that the war
is over and the necessity wouldn’t seem to be so great.
What is more, the United States Employment Service
has taken this organization into partnership with it,
which makes it practically a Government institutjon.
And its usefulness will also be increased.

There is a Camp Management Committee that will
take up such questions as recreation, diet, health,
sanitation, hours of work and contrac ts

~ The Land Army has always stood for a stated number
of hours work daily, with any emergency overtime, as
in the case of saving the crops, to be paid for by the
hour. Wages will be adjusted according to seivice
given and the generally ruling price in the district.
Ability and experience will be the main factor, however
in fixiirg the wage. The Land Army has no intention
of competing with or trying to cut down the price of
the labor of the ‘‘hired man’’ on the farm. They have
no thought of taking any man's job away from him.
Their idea is to do the work that without their help
would be left undone; to increase the efficiency of
the farms and consequently of the nation. d

Now it seems to me that there is th
in this country
to that of

with employers.

5 1€ opportunity
for an organization along similar lines
which we have been speakir And it is
hard to see how it could be productive of anything but

good. Perhaps the law of compensation would make
no exception here either, but a good many advantages
would apparently come with this hitherto undeveloped
supply of labor from our towns and cities. ‘

[t would promote better feeling between town and
country, for one thing. It would open up a chance for
many women who might be in a position to take up land
in some part of the country and manage it on their own
account Or permanent positions might be secured in
different | ranchesof farm work by those who had unusual
ability .’f\ﬂ\;:iz'l itline

It is said that wherever a camp or unit wasestablished
last year in the United States that it became a
( ol community centre and a community \vlJU;I was
developed, the worth of whicl to both the work

. .
which they were

FounbEep 1866

Above all, the foregoing scheme is practical. Ithas
been tried out and it works. And if it worked on one
side of the Line it should work on the other. Conditions
in the two countries are very much the same, What we
need is a few Yankee organizers. Or have we some,
Just as good, on this side, that are only awaiting their
opportunity?

Nature's Diary.
A. B. KLUGH, M. A.
Nature in Poetry.—No. 4. .
It is but natural that the poets should have written
a good deal about Spring, for the geason of re-awakening
is potent enough. to put a song in the heart of the average
human being. ~ So much is this the case that the “spring
poet’’—who bombards the editors with more or less
doggerel rhyn‘es in which !*Spring"’,''Birds on the wing*
and ‘'sing’’ figure promihently,—has become a joke,
But let us see what the poets have given the nature-
lover in the way of spring songs. In many of the passage
dealing with Spring particular birds and flowers are
treated, and in these cases I shall consider them when
we come to discuss these topics as found in poetry.
Leland in ‘“‘Spring" has given us a beautiful verse |
describing the approach of this season:—

‘‘And softly came the fair young queen
O’'er, mountain, dale and dell.
And where her goldén light was seen
An emerald shadow fell.”
Longfellow in ‘‘Hiawatha,” that delightful poem
in which the nature-lover finds so many gems of ac-
curate description, says:—

‘“Came the Spring with all its splendor
All its birds and all its blossoms .
All4ts flowers, and leaves, and grasses."

In “Spring Goeth all in Whitfe”, Robert Bridges
has given us a very true bit of Observat_lon-‘«the pre-
dominance of white flowers in Spring, which is equally
true in Canada, with our Trilliums, Whlt(e-hea}’m»
Bishop's-cap, White Violets, Star-flowers, Wild Lily-
of-the-Valley, Bane-berry, Dwarf {.,omel, Aralias,
Blood-roots, Viburnums, Dog-woods, Shad-bush, Haw-
thorns, and Wild Cherrries, as it is in England.

“‘Spring goeth all in white
Crowned with milk-white may
In fleecy flocks of light
O’er heaven the white clouds stray.

White butterflies in the air,
White daisies prank the ground,

The cherry and the hoary pear
Scatter their snow around.”

Whittier in‘“The Singer' describesthe season when

‘‘Again the blackbirds sing; the streams 4
Wake, laughing, from their winter dreams
And tremble in the April showers
The tassels of the maple flowers."

~ . F — e < Rl 4 fven us
Alan Sullivan in ‘“The White Canoe haskgl‘f?lho
a verse which rings very true to the ears of those
love the north country:—

““There's a whisper of life in the gray dead trees,

And a murmuring wash on the shore

And a breath of the south in the loitering breeze,
To tell that the winter is o’er.

While free at last from its fetters of ice
The river is clear and blue = :

And cries with a tremulous quivering voice
For the launch of the White Canoe.

. . . ' P th' his
Another Canadian, Archibald fqll’m_:m' véﬁ' 5 A
“April in the Hills' treats the birds of spring Very
curately:—

““The crows go by, a noisy throng;
About the meadows all day long,
The shore-lark drops his brittle song;
And up the leafless tree .
The nut-hatch runs, and nods, and clings;
The bluebird dips with flashing wings,
The robin flutes, the sparrow sings
And the swallows float and flee.

The description of the song of the Prairie “.(g{ln;yfi
Lark, or Shore-lark as it is often termed, as br{.l o
and the line ““The bluebird dips with flashings "}“;dg .
are particularly good. Anyone who has ‘\:H’i)t:félmd
Bluebird feeding in the spring, dipping te the gf orch
to secure some insect which it has seen ?i'()lxu.ﬂfb)ff? tl;F
on a fence-post, will appreciate the accuracy ¢
desc i'ipiiw)l,
:i‘!!*‘ same
wonderfully descriptive line:
unimprisoned earth.”
Bliss Carman in **

given us a

of the

poet in ‘‘April Night" hti\ ‘
“The moist smel

Spring's Saraband'’ sings
‘With color and with music

With perfumes and with pomp,

By meadowland and upland
Through pasture, wood and swamj
With promise and enchantment
[Leading her mystic mime,

She comes to lure the world aney
With joy as old as time."”
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