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1. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE AND HOME MAGAZINE is
published every Thursday.

It is impartial and independent of all cliques and parties,
handsomely iliustrated with original engravings, and fur-
nishes the most practical, reliabie and profitable informa-
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Scotland, Newfoundland and New Zealand, $1.50 per year,
in .advance; $2.00 per year when not pajd in advance.
United States, $2.50 per year; all other countries, 12s.;
in advanece.

3. ADVERTISING RATES.—Single insertion, 256 cents per line,
agate. Contract rates furnished on application.

4. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers unti
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5. THE LAW IS, that all subscribers to newspapers are held
responsible untii all arrearages are paid, and their paper
ordered to be discontinued.
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12. WE INVITE FARMERS to write us on any agricultural
topic. We are always pleased to Treceive practical
articles. For such as we consider valuable we will pay
ten cents per inch printed matter. Criticisms of Articles,
Suggestions How to Improve “The Farmer's Advocate
and Home Magazine,”” Descriptions of New (Grains,
Roots or Vegetables not generally known, Particulars of
Experiments Tried, or Improved Methods of Cultivation,
are each and all welcome. Contributions sent us wmust
not be furnished other papers until after they have ap-
peared im .our columns. Rejected matter will be vreturned
om receipt of postage.

13. ADDRESSES OF CORRESPONDENTS ARE CONSIDERED
AS CONFIDENTIAL and will not be forwarded.

14. ALLL. COMMUNICATIONS in reference to any matter con-
nected with this paper shouid be addressed as below, and
not to any individual connected with the paper.

Address—THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE, or
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (Limited),

I.ondon, Canada.
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of the sale upwards of twenty head of females in?
milk were living up to the standard, and some
giving as high as 12,000 Ibs. of milk in the year.
But this is not what we started out to prove,
viz., that it pays well to make \pure-bred stock
breeding the main operation on lthe farm, and
also to set a high standard for the stock and cull
out all those which in form and performance fall
below that standard. These cows with such high
production to their credit surely paid their
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and more besides.
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A Worthy Deliverance.

The address of Sir Robert Borden 'before the
Canadian Club of Halifax upon the relation of
Canada to the war was a deliverance worthy of
these perilous times, of the first Minister of tln:
Dominion, and of the sturdy old city that stands
on the eastern sea front of our country.
with the
elsewhere on like occasions,
thought

We may excuse, if we do not concur
tenor of discussions
where the

burden of contributed has

been—how shall our town or our country profit
materially by the war ?

have their places but not on the house top of

Corner grocery politics
statesmen in dealing with *‘the appalling conflict”

which, as Sir Robert declared, -‘has been forced

upon our empire.”” Brought suddenly face to face

with the greatest military power in the world,

dominated by a military oligarchy, imbued with
the reiigion of valor and the doctrine that might
is right and the only right, a new and wonderful
spirit of self sacrifice and devotion has awakened
Canada in showing that when the time of search-
ing came Canadians were able to remember that
there is something greater than materialism or
even life itself.

The reference of Sir Robert {o the dissolving
of prejudice and the curbing of discord we trust
will continue to be generally deserved, and recalls
the spectacle in the Old I.and of the leaders of
the Opposition actively working hand in hand
with the Govermment in carrying out the policies
of the administration. The mad disturber of the
world’'s peace and prosperity had calculated evi-
dently upon a discordant India, only to find the
swarthy eastern man arrayed on the fields of

IFrance with the Allies against him; Ireland rent

with dissention but to-day, as the press reports,
sending a greater proportion of her sons to the
front than England itself and Canada, unfettered

and autonomous, making g from ocean

to ocearr in men and means that has excited the

response

admiration of the American press, and the won

derment of men who could not grasp the genius

of the British Empire. They looked for weak-
ness and dissention and decadence, but as Sir
Robt. Borden pointed out, found them not, “be-

cause the unity and strength of the TItmpire are

founded securely upon the liberties of a peace-

loving people.”’ The condition of the Empine's

existence made its naval supremacy necessary.

Upon other occasions lately men have heen

nervously wondering, how shall we consolidate
this forth as
? For the

consolidated

the Empire for the future and set

the crucial issue of the present hour

reason given, the Enmtpire is already

and the world knows it (‘anada will do her

share in common with the other dominions in see-
ing that the task forced upon the IEmpire 'is
The

Minister expresses the worthy conviction that this

properly and thoroughly performed Prime

country has no lasting quarrel with the German

people, to whose great qualities and achievements

he bore testimony, but the Germans were tempor

arily: misled by a Prussian  militarist oligarchy
with ideals of force and violence which must” he
resisted to the death. Right  thinking people
evervwhere may well concur with the noble senti
1ien expressed by Sir Robert Borden in the fol
lowin 1ssage of his memorable address
Aivd all the horror and welter of this world
wide co we  may yvet discern hope for the
fture towill arouse, T hwope, the conscience of
all the tions to brimg  about concerted action
for the rednetion of armaments, and for the plac
e of the wiole world upon what one mightsterm
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Nature’s Diary.

A. B. Klugh, M.A.

There is a bird which is of much Interest to
the ‘fan'mm' and the sportsman, and which g
growing scarcer and scarcer in Canada. I refer
Bol)l—\vhlte or, as it is often erroneously
termed, quail. At one time the Bob-white w;{g
fairly common in south-western Ontario, an(i
x-_un;:od as ' far east as Port Hope, but it has long
since disappeared from a large part of this terri-
tory. I should be very glad to hear from
readers of ““The Farmer’s Advocate” who live in
localities once inhabited by this species, as to its
abundance there to-day, and also if it has disap-
peared—how long ago and the probable reason
for its extermination.

The name Bob-white has been given to this
species because of the resemblance which its call
bears to these words. It has been called Quail
in the north and west, and Partridge in the
southern states, but the name Quail properly be-
longs to a smaller migratory bird found in the
Old World, and the term Partridge also belongs
to an Old World bird. This species ranges from
southern Maine and Ontario south to Florida and
Texas and west to South Dakota and eastern
Colorado. The Bob-white is of economic im-
portance in three ways—as a destroyer of noxious
insects and weeds, as a delicate and nutritious
article of diet, and as an object of sport. These
are the economic reasons, 4¢he dollars and cents
reasons why the Bob-white should be given pro-
tection. but there is another reason, which weighs
more strongly than any of these withi a large
(and happily a rapidly increasing) class of peo-
ple, and that is the aesthetic value. The delight
which many people derive from the presence of
this wild bird near their homes and from its mel-
low whistle cannot be expressed in terms of coin
of the realm, but is none_the less real.

In food habits the Bob-white is practically
ommnivorous, consuming large quantities of weed-
seed and destroyving many of the worst insect
pests with which the farmer has to contend. At
the same time it does not injure grain, fruit or

any other crop. The examination of stomach-
contents of this species by the United States
Biological Survey shows that of its food for the

whole years seeds constitute fifty and three-quart-
ers per cent., and include those of many different
plants. The bulk of this seed diet consists of
the seeds of weeds. Sixty different species of
weeds are represented, and constitute more tham
a third of the food for the year. Some idea of
the value of this bird as a weed-destroyer may
be gathered from the number of seeds taken at a
meal.  Thirty buttonwood seeds, three hundred
smartweed seeds, five hundred seeds of Sheep
Sorrel, and seven hundred seeds of the Three-
seeded Mercury have been taken at one feeding.
Crops and stomachs are frequently crammed with
nothing but the seeds of Ragweed, and one
stomach contained a thousand seeds of this weed.
Another stomach contained ten thousand seeds of
the Pigweed.

I'rom May to August, when Insects are abun-
dant, they make up thirty-one per cent. of the
food of the DBob-white. The variety of insect
food taken is wide, and the large proportion of
injurious imsecis eaten by this species 'makes its
services as a destroyer of insects more valuable
than those of many birds whose percentage of in-
food is greater but contains a smaller pro-
portion of injurious forms. (‘onspicuous among
the pests which are eaten by the Bob-white are
the Potato Beetle. Cucumber Beetle, the Bean
Leal Beetle, Wire-worms, May-beetles, Cutworms,
the Red-legged T.ocust, and the Rocky Mountain
[.ocust. By far the greatest insect destruction
by the Bob-white occurs during the bhreeding sea-
son. Not oniy does a third of the food of the
adults at that season consist of insects, but their
broods consume insects in enormous
numbers The food of the young of practically
all land birds contains a much greater percentage
of insects han that of mature birds, and the
amount of food which the yvoung require is 1im
mense in proportion to their size. An impression
prevails among sportsmen who have bagged most
of their birds in the stubble fields that the Bob
than grain. An exannna-
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white eats little else

tion of stomachs shows however that grain forms
only  about one-fourth of the food, and it has
heen shown that practically all this grad was
picked up on the ground after harvest Ihis
hahit  of gleaning waste grain after har e
hineficinl to the farm as the germination ol

1+ Ve

grain is not desirable, especiall
parasitic fungi are to i m
kernels are often 1

volunteer
nsoect pests or
hated \s
tlivld for

whites services in
il IMruit
of the food, and it is practically all

[t <ometimes eats the leaves of Y ell

scattered
domestic poultry to gather,
are espe

this respect

makes up eight and a hali

Sheen Sorrel and Cinguefoil

I'hus we <ee that the Bobh-white
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