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COMMODITY MARKETS

(==

Week’s le)iefale Review

Dun's bhulletin say= of Canadian trade: Weather
conditions have stimulited retail distribution of sea-
sonable merchandise in many sccetions  and  that
Christmas trade is of very satisfactory proportions.
in most
still

Inventory taking is having a quicting effect
wholesale departinents, and, while huyers are
nperating very conscrvatively, the increasing volume
of inquiries being  received  from all directions s
thousht to refleet revised ideas as to the probabilities

of any drastic decline in prices for some time to

Conne In fact, many merchants now helfeve that the
chort supplics of almost all Kinds of commodities will
sustain vitlues, and they look fop active buying short-
Iv after the opening of the new year.  Cancellation

of covernment contraets hay not materially affected
the labor situation, which continues good, employees
that have been laid off readily being absorbed by
other industries

Montrea] reports that the weather has been fav-

n o scasonable merchandisce,

orable fopr retail trade

Loth locally and in the conntry, and while quictness

s cencral in wholesnle lines, largely  hecause many
T e huusy with their annuin] inventories, ex-
pectations of drastic price declines appear to be dim -
mishine and ap active husiness s anticipated early
i the new " The retail demand for sceasonable
comnedit o los teady improvement at Quehec,
and. thons s wholesale trade is orathep guicet at pre-
sent, the ontloolk s considered encouraging, Season-
wdilv st vl in retail lines is reported by Toronto,
with Christoas trade in very satisfactory volume, hat
whole-alers state that buyers continue to hold hack

in the plicin ol arders, although anticipation  of
material price reduction g the neap futanre are not
so general and predictions are being made that the
demobilization of the army will bhe accompanicd by
a heavy demand fop all Kinds of merchandise.  In the
I West and Northwesto althongh hosiness has not
yvet o entirely recovered from the effects of the epi-
demic, there arve many indications of improvement

and inosone Ting the movement is fully ap to nor-

mal Winnipes, Caleary, Fdmonton, Saskatoon and
other deading centres peport that  Christmas trade
already  compaores favorably with that  of proevious
years, and vetagl disteibation of seasonable commodi
ties is fairvly thistactory . hut moeh conserviatism s
SUI noted inowholesale departments, reflectinge  the
uneertainty  oanon Binvers in recard  to the gies-
tions  of foture prices and sapplices, and, while th
ontiool. on the whole is considered onconrngine, (e
prevailing disposition among merchants is (o Oprer-
ate cantionsIyowhile waitine developments

CGross carnines of all Cianadian railronds reportin:

for Novembepr show ;g inereiase s compared with the
correspondin monthe o yeapr agco of 10,9 Per o cent
Commereial foilue o the Dominion of Cangeda this
Week numbered 21oas againsg 16 Jast woeek sond 17 the

sme week last yoar

We quote Bridstrects Montreal Weekiy Trade Re-
port as follows:

There i< o quict fecling senerally in the wholesale
trade The results of recent inventorios by most

of our wholesale houses hiave hoeen very satisfactory

on the past vear's husin Shipping at this port
i now  closed for the scason, We understar 1 that
oursteamship  companies are offering more spiee
to the general exporters, - (he requirements of our
Ciovernmment are not as larce as they were, now that
the war is over. The eannors shouald hencefit by the
withdrawing of restrictions by the British Govern-
meaent Ships have heen now provided to carry the
heavy supplics held in Canada of eanned silmon to
the Furopean markets,

Coffee and =alt are among the items, which show
increased prices this week., It is egarte § thite the
Government still hag under consideration the fix-

ing of 1919 whent crop. AMany in the —roin (rad

however, do not favor the plan of fixing prices, for
the reason that Australinn wheat can be laid down
cheaper. and will be detrimental  to our Canadian
trade

I'or several months past immigration to the Can-
adian West has shown o falling  off, Duriny  the
past month the Customs returns decreased almost

half a million dollars; for ecight months of this vear

receipts show a falling off of $7.902,200. Bank
clearings continue to show increased returns, Com-

parisons with the same week last year, the clear-

ings show an increase of 62.5 per cent. and over one

hundred per cent. greater than they were for the

same weck three years ago,

Advices from the Lower Provinces state that they
expect to see coal selling down there at twenty dol-
lars per ton in the near future.

The retail trade is active with Christinas shoppers.
Collections are good.

LIVE STOCK.

We quote Montreal prices as follows:

Choice steers .. .. .. .. .. .. .. $12.00 $12.50
Do., good ... ... .. Lo ... 11...50 11..75
Do., fairly good .. .. .. .. .. .. 11.00 11 .25
Da:, AT ... oov mmew mmme sews e 10.50 10.75

Liighils SECCUSi ww yo wows 2y 56 55s e 9.50 10.00
Dy, COMMON 54 o5 54 g0 56, 55 s w4 8.00 9.00

Butchers' bulls—

C‘hoice heavy 9.00 9.26
Choice light ... ... ... ....... 8.50 8.75
Good 8.00 8.25
Medium 7.50 ]
Light weight 7.00 7.25
Cows—
Choice 9.25 9.50
GO cwes sunsen wsg wus ¥8e GEEsi 8.75 9.00
Medium 8.25 8.50
Common 7.00 7.50
Sheep and Lambs: —
Ontario sheep 9.50 10.00
Quehee sheep oo o0 L0 L0 oL L. 8.50 800
Ontariy lambs o w0 o0 ss 50 ws se 1450 15.00
Queliee lambs o 6 sves a9 swee 13.00 13.50
s
Long run seleets .. o0 oL L0 L. 18.25 18.50
Short run seleets .. .. .. .. .. .. 17.50 18.00
POWS! 0 wn e sm v sy ss swss 14278 15.50
SLAES s e 2 BE anius weis 18,75 14.50
Calves:—
Choice milk fed stock .. .. .. .. .. 13.00 14.00
L 11.00 12.00
Grass fed, choice .. .. .. .. .. 8.00 9.00
Lowier grades .. e s v 5.00 7.00

Toronto Quotations:—-

Nmas baby beeves .. ... .. .. 15.00 20.00
Ixtra  choice steers .. o0 ... ... 14.00 15.00
Choice steers .. .. v.o os 20 e oo oo 12.00 13.00
Butchers choice handy .. .. .... 10.50 11.50
Hutehers bulls:,. ceholee . <o smvuss 9.50 10.75
Butehers' choice cows .. .. .. ... 9.25 10.50
Stockers and feeders 9.00 10.00
cCutters 5.15 6.25
Canners 5.50 5.85
SPRINEOES cs ss @ e 95.00 150.00
Milkers, good to choice .. -~ 90.00 140.00,
Do, common and medium .. .. .. .. .... 65.00
(‘alves, very choiee .. .. .. .... 17.00 17.50
Do medivmi .. i sp i s sses 14,00 15.00
1o, eummon tohEE o e wg s 5s 6.50 10.00
e., heavy fat . e 7 8.00 9.50
Light lLambs, per ewt, ... .. .... 14.50 156. 00
Ieavy lambs .. .. .. .. L. L. 14.25 14.50
Butehers sheep .. L. .. ..., 9.50 10.50
Do, fat and medium 7.00 8.00
iy SIS o5 wy ssen 5% 58w 4.00 6.00
Iogs, fed and watered .. .. .. .. 18.25 18.50
Do, off cars .. .. .. .. .. .... 18.50 18.75
DO B0 wons s sm anee  wa woeew 1050 17.75

COUNTRY PRUDUCE.

BUTTER.
The condition of the market is practically un-
chianged.

The receipts of butter for the week were 2,92

%]

packages, which show a decrease of 1,846 packages as
compared with the previous week, and an increase
of 1,148 packages with the same week last yvear,
, 1918, to date

packages as compared

while™ the total receipts since May 1

bE

show an increase of 122

with the corresponding period in 1917,

We quote wholesale prices as follows:

Finest creamery .. .. s« v <o 4 0.B51 0.52
Pine ereamery .. .« wsce w0 oo s 0,50 0.501%
Finest dairy .. .. .. .. .. .. .... 0.44 0.45
Iine dairy 0.40 0.42

CHEESE.
The market has been fil‘lﬁ, with no important
changes.
The receipts of cheese for the week werd 5,005
boxes, which show a decrease of 3,507 boxes as com-

pared with the previous week, and an increase of
1,180 boxes with the same week last year, while the
total receipts since May 1, 1918, to date show a de-
crease of 107,462 boxes as compared with the cor-
responding period in 1917.

The following prices are being paid by the Com-
mission:

No. 1 cheese .. .o v+ 4¢ vv o0 o4 oo oo onew 0.26C

No. 2 cheese ...... .. ..ee cuv cuves oea. 0.24%c

NO. 8 Cheese: w.uew wwww: wsessss weammssmsns 0-34C
EGGS.

Ne special feature has developed in the local egg
market, and the tone has been firm,

We quote wholesale jobbing prices as follows:
FFancy new laid egg88 - s wo 4o wsse 0,78 'to 0,75
Strietly new lald ., .. .:i:. ¢ s 0.00 to 0.70
Selected fresh stock .... . .. .. .. 0.00 to 0.5
Cold storage selects .. .. .. .. .qg... 0.00 to 0.54
Cold storage No. 1 .. .. .. .. .. .. 000 to 0.0

POULTRY.

The trade in dressed poultry has been active in
spite of the unfavorable weather conditions that
have prevailed during the season,

We quote wholesale prices as follows:

Choice turkeys, per 1b. .... .. .. .. 040 0.41
Lower grades .. .. .. .... .. .. .. 0.}8 0.39

Milk-fed chickens .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 0.33 0.34
Ordinary chickens .. ... .. .. .. .. .. 0.24 0.29
FOWL s o5 as vea wm swss ss  wn sey s 1004 0.28
GEOBE! e nw w3 B gEs 56 W s E 0.25 0.26
DUuekSs: 55 s wa 55 sw s G 53 o @ 0.32 0.34

The following prices are being offered by local
dealers for all shipments of No. 1 quality plump fat
poultry up to December 19, less express charges:

Live. Dressed.

Hens, 5 Ibs, each and over .... 2b-26e 29¢
Hens, 3% 1lbs. to 3 lbs, .. .. .. 23c 26¢c
Hens, 2% 1bs, to 3 lbs. .. .. .... 22¢c 24c¢
Roosters .. .. .. ...... e e 22¢c
Tupkoys. must be plump and fat ...... 39-40c
Young dueks .. cacsswes I — 28c 32¢
YOoung geese .i¢ .u we ww e e 25¢ 25¢

Milk-fed chickens, 5 lIbs. each

and GVer .. .. 38 i e dwen .. 27-28c 35¢c
Do., under 5 lbs, .. .... .. .. 27-28c 33c
Chickens .. .. .. .. ..c.oo... ... 23-25c 28¢c
Rabbits, dead;, pair .. -. csowss seis 2 60-756¢c
Souabs, Alve,: PAID s ss sy < swws  wsanes 60-65¢
Old pigeons, alive, pair .. .. .. ...... 40c

Rough dressed poultry, lec to 2c per pound less

than clean picked birds.

VEGETABLES.
The potato market has been firm, and ample sup-
plies have been coming forward. ireen Mountains

were sold at $1.50 per bag of 90 Ibs., and Quebec
white stock at $1.70 to $1.75 ex store. The trade in
car lots has been quiet. Green Mountains are quot-
ed at $1.80 and Quebec white stock at $1.50 per bag
of 90 Ibs. ex track. There was no change in the
condition of the market for turnips, prices being
steady, with a fair demand for supplies, and sales
in a jobbing way of Quebec grades were made at
$1.25 per bag of 70 1bs. ex store. The trade in on-
ions has also been fairly active, nad prices are un-
changed at $1.50 to $1.75 per bag of 70 lbs. ex store.

LOCAL GRAIN,

The United States Government final crop report
for the year 1918 showed a downward revision of the
fina] figures for corn of 166,000,000 bushels from the
November estimate, making the total crop 2,5682,000,-
000 bushels, or 483,000,000 bushels less than revised
figures on last year’s harvest. In addition to this
there was a material drop in the acreage as com-
pared with the figures previously used. The final
return this year and those used in December last
yvear show a difference of 12,000,000 acres. The above
created considerable excitement in the trade and
prices advanced rapidly under an active demand from
shorts, and prices in the Chicago market ruled strong
throughout the week up to today, when a weaker
fecling prevailed on profit-taking. The local ‘market
for American cash corn was strengthened and prices
were marked up several cents during the week.
Prices closed firm for car lots of No. 3 yellow at
$1.60, No. 4 yellow at $1.57%, No. 5 yellow at $1.55,
and sample grades at $1.47% to $1.521% per bushel,
ex-store. The oats option markets were weaker,
but there was no important change in the local mar-
ket for cash oats. Prices ruled firm and closed with
No. 2 Canadian western quoted at 95¢, No. 3 C.W. at
91%c, extra No. 1 feed at 91%ec, No. 1 feed at 89%c,
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