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A glimpse u! Collynlv >li. >n lion»» in clover.

The World’s Greatest Shorthorn 
Breeder*

By M. Cummings, President Agricultur ‘ " ™* a, N.S.
The Canadian who lirst lands in 

England and makes his way across 
its country almost feels as if he were 
passing through a continual succès 
sion of gardens, interrupted only 
here and there, by cities, towns and 
hamlets. Well-kept fields, wide 
spreading leafy trees, green hedges 
and rose and ivy-covered cottages 
give one glimpses of rural beauty, so 
enchanting as almost to appear un­
real. A naturally mild and humid 
climate, responsive soil, and centur­
ies of hard work, skill and enterprise 
have developed fields and homesteads 
to a degree far beyond the experi­
ence of a visitor from a newer coun­
try and more vigorous clime. One 
expects wonderful things, and 
the agriculturist who travels from 
place to place is not surprised as he 
'pcs grazing in the fertile fields or 
living on their products, horses, 
sheep, swine and other domestic ani­
mals of such excellence as he has 
never seen before. He is told that 
here is the home of more of the 
world's great breeds of stock than 
any other country and he readily bc-

A day’s journev finds the visitor 
away to the north in Aberdeenshire 
and he can scarcely believe he is still 
m Britain's Isle. No more those 
luxuriant elms and oaks, no more 
those endless lines of green hedges, 
but a much rougher, more broken 
country, largely unsheltered, except 
by. here and there, spruces and pines, 
po-sessing far less areas of good 
«oil and swept for a great portion of 
the year by the chill cast winds from 
the Northern Sea. Less than a cen­
tury ago this bleak and comparatively 
unproductive country was little 
known to the outside world, except 
for it» granite rock and the fish that 
were brought from the sea. To-day, 
thanks to its Aberdeen-Angus and 
Shorthorn cattle, to its great breed­
er». (.'apt Barclay, Grant, Duff. Hay, 
Watson. McCombic. Cruickshank. 
Marr, and Duthie. it is universally 
known as a country where agricul-

* Note—The accompanying sketch 
by Prof. Cummings of a visit made 
by him three years ago t<> the home 

• f William Duthie. Scotland's great 
breeder, will be read with interest by 
every Canadian Shortbvn man. A 
g.... l photo "f Babton Champion,
one of the stock bulls at Collynie. ap­
peared in The Farming World of 
Xpril 2nd last. Mr. Duthie is to judge 
Shorthorns at Toronto Show next 
fall—Editor.
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particularly is this ti.e case at Colly­
nie, which, in addition, occupies a 
very exposed situation away up 
among the hills It has taken labor 
and skill to bring these farms to their 
present high stage of productivcne»s, 
* well illustrated by figures quot 
ed by Mr. Duthie. in r-, tard to one 
of the fields which, originally a peat 
bog, was drained and reclaimed at a 
cost oi about £30 ($130) an acre. One 
feels the contrast from the fertile, 
sheltered home of the Shorthorn 
breed away south in the Teeswater 
valley; but it gives one confidence n 
cattle, which, though born in the lap 
of luxury, yet have adapted them­
selves to conditions sterner by far, 
and have been the means of b nging 
these naturally indifferent field, up 
to the high degree of productiveness 
of which they arc now capable.

That <! t was worth a trip 
the ocean. To wander through the 
fields where the very aristocrats of 
Shorthorndoiw were grazing, some 
with their furry calves at their side; 
to revel among the bull calves all 
running in the pasture by themselves 
and, in your imagination, pick the one 
that would be yours if only those 
keen bidders from all parts of the 
world would give you a chance; to 
gaze in admiration upon those lords 
of the harem, whose calves would, 
next year, be sought after by the 
best breeders of the world; and to 
watch Mr. Duthie himself, whose cn 
thusiasm over “the good ones" could 
not be restrained and whose zeal and 
energy seemed absolutely untiring as 
from field to field lie led us and made 
some comment upon almost every 
animal of that large herd,—«uch an 
experience as this gives one a n w 

| impetus, a renewed confidence, and a 
desire to aid by every means possible 
the breeding of the good stock in 
one’s own country.

Over two hundred head of Scotch 
Shorthorns constituted this herd, the 
history of which is a marked illus­
tration of those oft-quoted lines : 
“There is a tide in the affairs of men 
which, taken at the flood, leads on t" 
fortune." Mr. Duthic’s father lived 
on the farm at Collynie and kept a 
few Shorthorns, which were, how­
ever, of little more than local re­
nown. But when in 1889, the famous 
herd of Shorthorns built up by that 
wizard of the cattle breeding art. 
Amos Cruickshank, was to he dis­
persed, Mr Duthie placed himself in 
the front rank of Shorthorn men by 
purchasing some thirty-five head of 
the most useful cows and adding the».- 
to the already excellent lot m his 
possession. Since then, careful sclec 
tion. careful feeding, and the best of 
management have been the means of 
gradually improving the excellence of 
these cattle until now at his annua! 
fall sale of bull calves, it is no un­
usual thing for the whole lot to aver­
age upwards of one thousand dollars

Space forbids any comment on in­
dividual animals, although the pictures 
presented herewith will give the read­
er some idea of the sort of cows and 
bulls from which Mr. Duthie breeds 
his world famous calves. St rowan 
Champion was purchased last year to 
join the other four bulls that, at the 
time of our last visit, some few 
months ago. were at the head of the 
herd. Bapton Champion, now a four- 
year-old. is Mr. Duthie's favorite, 
and is. I think, one of the grandest 
bulls living. On the occasion of the 
visit of which I have been writing, 
he was in his yearling form, and well 
do I remember how the late Wm. 
Watt, of Salem. Ontario, who took 
his first and only trip to the Old 
Country in that year, used to admire
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