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NOTICE TO READERS.

3 Island; to branch socleties of the Soms of

Bt. George in all parts of the United States, to

Clubs, Reading Rooms, Emigration Societies

and similar institutions in Great; Britain

and Ireland, and to British citizensgenerally
b &

mbx AND THE TIGERS.

We bave been under the impression
; -that .the British Empire League was

in the Times of 5th December,

expressions ooour :—

THE BRITISH LIBRARY

ing in proportion to the trade
the Colonies are doing with for-
ntries. In the case of some

- important Colonies this
disposition is very warked. Taking,
g case of Australasia, the com-

;_
1

1 was £7,218,916, and in 1892 it had
risen to '$14,804,557, or very nearly
the figures of the earlier date.
ade with the United Kingdom
_to anything like the same
effect would have been of
jmportance, to British in-
[he imcrease, oh an examina-
he detailed returns, will be
vel gone almost ' to the
Wy, and France,

*An almost similar
‘ y to be traced in the
returns of South Africa, where
mining enterprise has. of. late
‘a tendenoy to pass into French,
u  and German bands. In

here, ,twenty years ago, the

Yeus of Publication.

poranl:.olthoqnﬂreimportsotthe
- Colony, the proportion bhas now sunk
to 87 per cemt., ,while in the same

| Imperial Federatjon (Defence) Com-
| mittee continues its activity in pub-
| lishing pamphlets, two of which have

"ot

"mlndedus.

18 in a leading ar-.

1t | tollows :— That it would be to the ad-

period the proportion of -imports from

the, United States have risen from 85

to 46 per cent., and those from France

and Germany have heavily increased.”

" This quotation serves to prove the
correctness of . phe judgment of the
Royal Commission on the Depression
of Trade and Industry that “in neutral
markets, such as our own colonies and
dependencies, and especially in the
East, we are beginning to feel the
effect of foreign competition in quar-
ters where our trade formerly enjoyed
a monopoly.” The causes and effects
of this foreign competition are patent
and might well have occupied the at-
tention of the British Empire League
when considering the subject of hind-
rances to Anglo-Colonial trade. Instead
of ‘proposing remedies for' these evils
they blame the absence in Canada of
ng insolvenoy | Vor-
the use of a rifle and prefers to blaze
away with a shotgun. It reminds us
of a story from far-away India, where
at one of the back-country railway sta-
tions a tiger had emerged from the
jungle and attacked the station master.
The native operator at once sprang to
the telegraph and wired the manager,
“Tiger on platform eating station
‘master; please send imstructions” !
Similarly the B. E. Lesigue proposes to
make representations about bankruptey
in Canada while the tigers of unre-
stricted importation and foreign pro-
tectionism are preying upon the vitals
of English and Abglo-Colonial trade.

L —t——————
THE DEFENCE PROBLEM.

While the new (B. E.) League busies
iteelf about Canadian insolvency, the

yet to be moticed in our columns. No.
7. .is & re-publication of an article .on
"ﬁ Navy and the Colonies,” by H.
O. Arnold Foster; M. P., who has long
been identified with the Imperial ¥Fed-
eration movement, and who was in
‘faot Honorary Secretary of the ori-
ginal League alti the meetings which
were held'in’ July and November, 1884.
| course the article is largely taken

ing forth the short-comings

o

Committee’s proposal that the Colonies
should be asked whether.they are, or
| are not, prepared to share the burdens
as well as to enjoy the privileges of the
Empire.  This naive - demand on the
part of the Committee has always re-
Madame de Staels pro-
posal to Goethe, that be should ex-
| plain his philosophy in a shbrt and
 concise sentence. ‘‘Madame,” replied
 the sage, “we don’t do such things in
Germany,” and neither do we in Can-
ada chooss to answer such weighty
questions ‘in ‘such a brief fashion. We

are gratified to observe that Mr.
Arnold has mwuch improved upon the

- *“that a' friendly request
““ghould be forwarded to the various
* Colonial Governments, by the Imper-
“ial Government, inviting Colonial re.
“ presemtatives to a conference for Lhe
* purpose of discussing the question of
* Imperial Defence. such a confer-
“ence alone can the necessary question
“ be fitly asked or adgquately answer-
‘“ed.” No objection can be taken to
such a proposal as this, and we trust
that the Committee will be able to
prevail upon the Imperial Government
to carry it out. : }

The progress of events is, however,
80 rapid in these days that we may
reasonably expect the question Lo be
. reached in a manner still more direct.
In our own Parliament, Mr. McNeill
has given notice of a motion which, in
our opinion, will, if carried, effect Lho
| solution of the problem. It reads as

“vantage of Canada and the Empire
““as a whole that a small duty (irre-
*“ spective of any existing tariff) be
“ levied, by each member of the Em-
“ pire against foreign products import-
"ed by them, and that the proceeds
* from such duties be devoted. to pur-
" poses of Imperial finter-communica-
“tion and naval defence.” We fear
that this pre ‘is not likely to. be
approved of by the Committee, because
in their programme “it is specifically
* declared that the objects of the Com-
“ mittee do mot include any proposal
“ involying an alteration of the fiscal
“ policy either of the United Kingdom
“or any of the Colonies.” ‘The Com-
mittee. are anxious to obtain ‘contribu-
tions from the Colonies towards naval
defence, but these are to be in the
shape of hard cash, and to carry with
them no commercial privileges what-
ever. On the other hand, we who ap-
prove of Mr, McNeill's. resolution,
‘maintain that 'if we are to stand
' shoulder to shoulder when  necessary

o

Defence, and in advocating’ the.

'method ‘of the Committee, and now
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eign nations, we must have precedence
of them in time of peace. Like the
citizens of the American Republic or
the subjects of the German Empire, we
demand that our gacrifices in war
times for the good of the common-
wealth shall be recompeunsed by the
care and protection of our material in-
terests when the conflict is over.

No. 7 of the Committee’s pamphlets
is a reprint of the Right Hon. Mr.
Chamberlain’s speech of the 6th No-
vember last, at the Natal Banquet,
which has already been referred to in
our columns. In the preface the Com-
mittee state that “in all that he has
“ gaid, and all that. he has done, Mr.
“ Chamberlain has given evidence that,
“ while he shares to the full the bopes
*of the Imperial Federation (Defence)
“ Committee in the direction of Imper-
*jal unity, be is also in perfect har-
“mony with the views of the Com-
“ mittee in regard to the principles’
“upon which that great end can be
* effectively and honourably attained.”
In view of this very sweeping asser-
tion, it becomes necessary to state that
in a careful perusal of the speech re-
ferred to we have been unable to find
lain agrees with the Committee in their
peculiar views regarding Colonial con-
tributions for naval defence. Neither
is there anything in Mr. Chamberlain’s

which would justify the’Committee’s
assertion. -Indeed it is of a similar
nature to other unfounded statements
which have been made regarding Mr.
Chamberlain’s fitterances, and to
which he refers in the following feli-
citous reply to the toast proposing his
health :— i

Sir James¢ Garrick and gentlemen,
nothing could be more grateful to me
than that this toast should be pro-
posed by the eloquent representative
of a colony which we have met to
honour as well as its future Governor,
and nothing could be more agreeable
than the kindly reception which you
have given me. It alinost emboldens
me to think that there might be yet
occasions uj which I shall venture
to address . fny fellow-countrymen —
(laughter)—a point upon which I ad-
mit 1 have had grawe doubts since I
have become acquainted -with certain
criticiams on my recent performances.
(Renewed laughter.) ‘When I became
Secretary of State for the. Colonies I
accepted. with that . office certain
duties, not the least pleasant Jbeing
that of presiding over similar gather-
ings to this., I attended & meeting of
‘the friends of South Africa on an oc-
casion interesting especially to our col-
ony of Natal. I made a speech on that

ingenuous way—(laughter)—I endeavor-
ed to point out that this was, on the

whole, a rable empire, and that
any true v ijita_mt,lu would
take into account the greatness of the

colomies, the magnitude of their re-
‘gources, as well as the past history of
the ' mother omntry—(cheors)——ba_xh
thereupon I was surprised to rem} in
the report of & speech of a minor
Juminary of the late Government, on
the occasion of the recemt raid into the
Transvaal, that that unfortunate oc-
currence was embirely due to the
spread-eagle _speech which. I then
made. (Laughter.) It is extraordinary
what great events spring from trifling
cause. I had no conception that my
wonds would travel so far, or that
they would have so great an influence.
To the best ‘of my knowledge and be-
lief I have never made a spread-eagle
speech in my life. (Laughter)I think
1 have been, able to distingnish be-
tween patriotism and Jingoism, but in
order that there may be no mistake
I desire to say now, in the most for-

I have addressed to you to-night are
not to be takem as an invitation to
any individual to carry on war on his
own account,or to meke an invasion
o fa friendlyreountry with which we
are at present at peace. (Cheers and
laughter.) = But, gentlemen, this is not
all, because this afternoon I read in
an evening ne that this same
speech, which I ¢ ht so natural and
so innocent, was really the dictating
cause of our - Hifficulties in Brit_ish
Guiana—(laughter)—of the complica-
tions across the Atlantic. It appears
| that in speaking of Tmperial unity, in
endeavouring to popularise that iglea
amongst my countrymen, I am giving
offerice to other nations. Gemtlemen,
[ cannot help thinking that Lord Rose-
bery was mistakem when a short time
ago he said that Little Englanders no
Jonger existed‘among us. (Hear, hear.)
A, pretty pass we must have come to
if the Minister who is responsible for
the British Colomies is, forbiddem  to
speak of their future, of their great-
ness<(“Bravo,” and cheers)—of the im-

ance of maintnining friendly rela-
tions . with them, of the necessity of
promoting the unity of the British
race. (Cheers) T remember a story
of a certain burgomaster in & Con-
tinental  town, to whom complaints
were made that nauighty boys were ac-
cnstomed to throw mud upon the
ers-by. He was asked to intervene, and
he issued a proclamation, which was
to the effect, that all the respectable
inhabitants were d to wear
their second-hand clothes—(laughter
and cheers)—in order not' to give of-
fence. (Laughter and cheers.) I do not
so understand the position that I hold.
(Hear, hear.) I decline to speak with
bated breath—(hear, hear)—for fear of
giving offence to foreign nations. We
mean them no harm. (Hear, hear.) We

s from Great Britain formed 55

with the mother country against for-

‘occasion in which in my simple and

mal way, that the few remarks which,

Ottawa Canada.

i

&
E

Empire depends. (Loud  cheers.) Sir
James Garrick has kindly attributed
to me motives in seeking the  office
which has beems conferred upon me. He
is not perhaps far wrong in thinking
that I have long believed that the
future of the colonies and the future of
this country were inter-dependent, and
that this was the creative time, that
this was the opportunity, which, once
let slip, might never recur, for bring-
ing together all people who are under
the British flag and for consolidating
them into the great self-sustaining and
self-protecting . Empire whose future
will be worthy of the traditions of the
past. (Loud cheers.) 4
ke

""COME OVER AND HELP US!”™

Not unfrequently in these .columns
have we expressed the hope that Lord
Salisbury’s Government would in some
way or other contrive to take a de-
to the  thought, mwe have u.nxiously
scanned the Premier's speeches in the
hope of finding some indication that he
intended actively to promote the unity
of the Empire. We must confess that
until very recently our search has been
in vain, and we must also acknowledge
that the programme unfolded in the
Queen’s speech does not contain much
of interest for the imperialist. It is
pretty much the same as was outlined
by Lord Salisbury at Brighton, as far
back as the 19th November, 1805. He
then told his audience that ‘ in the
** present prosaic commercial age most
' measures are measures of money,”
and stated that in dealing with such
money &s might be at command it
would be expended in the following or-
der of importance :—The first claim is
the Naval Defence of England; Next,
“A sincere effort will ‘be made to
bring some mitigation to the suffering
which we see around up in respect of
agrioul} ture.” And, in the third place,
Lord Salisbury said, “‘after we have de-
“fended the country and relieved its
‘* agriculture, I do not know how much
“will be available to deal with a ques.
“tion in which we all feel the keenest
* interest,—I mean the-education of the
*“ country.” :

There is nothing in this prosaic pro-
gramme to fire the patriotic beart,
and yet, on the 3lst January, only
twelve days before the ing of Par-
liament, Lord Salisbury bhad made {he
following remarkable statement:-—
“ Surely the lesson which has been
* taught us by these recent times, is
““that all parts of the Empire must
“ draw together. If we are in trouble
“in the new world and. the old, it is
“not because we have thought of any
* domestic interest attaching to Eng-
“land. It is because we have. been
“ anxious to defend the rights and 'the
** gecurity of our Colonial brethren, and
“the colonists have answered in the
“ gpirit in which we have acted. T'hey
*“ have sent us back assurancés of sym-
 pathy and support which have been
“of the greatest encouragement in the
" troubles that we have had Lo deal
“ with. We all know how difficult it
“is to find any formula or statute
** for the federatiom of the Empire, hut
“we yet feel that something greater
“ than formulas or statutes is driving
“ the Empire together; is forming a
“ federation which ‘will be & realily
" pefore the expression to denote it has
“been invented.” %

The contrast betwixt these words and
the wunpromising sentences in the
Queen’s speech is very striking. 'I'be
latter no doubt describes all the bLusi-
ness which the government is capable
of' undertaking, while Lord Salisbury’s
glowing words indicate his own aspira-
tions and those of the nation. 1t is
difficult to comceive of any words bet-
ter calculated tham these to stir up
those lethargic leagues of London,
which have been éxpressly formed to
advance the camse of Imperial unity.
Yet we do not hear of any special
effort’ on the part of the British Em-
pire League, the Imperial Federation
(Defence) Committee, the Navy League
or even the United Empire Trade Lea-
gue. One would have thought that if
they had anything in the way of an
advantageous course of action to sug-
gest they might have made very effec-
tive representations to Lord Salisbury
just about the time of the delivery of
this speech. '

From a recent cable message it ap-
pears that "Sir Howard Vincent was
asked what the United Empire Trade
League proposed to do = ‘respecting a
tariff of preferences within the Em-

“ definitely, but we shall march for-
“ ward day by day and stage by stage
“ in- accordance with Sir Charles Tup-
“ per’s views and those of the Canadian
** Government.” Now, since both the
Canadian Parliament and the Colonial
Conference pronounced long ago in
favor of Preferentlal Trade as advo-
cated by the Leagub, it is not very
clear what more the League wants
from Canada or whalt Sir Howard Vin-
cent is waiting for. All the leagues
and their leaders seem to be waiting,
like Micawber, for something to turn

pire. The reply was, ‘I cannot sy |

eration without any positive action on
their part. .
Divergence of opinion and want of

d upoln which the future of our | purpose on the part of the friends of

Imperial unity in England sometimes
finds relief in the suggestion that the
Colonies should make the first'move.
This, indeed, was done by the Ottawa
Conference of 1894, but its resolutions
were condemned by Lord Rosebery’s
Government, who had nothing to offer
in the - shape of ¢ounter proposals.
Nevertheless, in spite of-all this shuf-
fling with great interests, it cannot
be denied that the great heart of Eng-
land yearns for her children, and there
seems to be standing now on her shores
the grand form of Britannia herself
looking across the ocean towards Can-
ada and calling out to us, like the man
of Macedonia in the vision, ‘Come over
and help us’

REINFORCEMENTS.

It is with great pleasure that we
notice that some of our contemporariesd
are becoming more decided in their ad-
vocacy of measures tending to closer
British union. We cbeerve leading ar-
ticles indicating this in the Mail and
Empire, the Hamilton Spectator, and
the Toromto World, which have most-
ly referemce to the resolutions brought
before Parliament' by Mr. McNeill dur-
ing the present session. We reprint
in this issue ome of these leaders from
the Toronto World, on “Mr. McNeill’a
second motion,” and strongly recom-
mend ite perusal by our readers. We
welcome these expressions on the part
of the daily press as reinforcements for
the cause which the Apglo-Saxon has
so lomg advocated. s

ENGLISH NEWS FOR
ENGLISHMEN.

The Venezuelan question has simmer-
ed down, the Yankee eagle has flopped,
and the work of Cleveland’s Commis-
sion will result’ in nothing. The Ger-
man Emperor’s letter to Kruger was
only gas, and that bee-in-the bonnet
and Hair-brained creature Bill took
old Bismarck’s advice, and cooled off.

after, and working for, the Empire's
best interests. Veteran Salisbury made
a good beginning when he took hold
of the reins, when he said ‘“‘that God
rules:im the affairs of ‘nations” ~ He
has also in his Cabinet men of intel-
lectual calibre and pluck. He put into
pommission the Flying squadron on
short notice. This squadron has wings
and fins, and the propelling power can-
not be smrpassed, and the admiral in
command is like the Donneybrook Irish-
man, “just spoiling. for a fight,” and
it may be truly said, “God help the
unfortunate ones who may come in
contact with that flying squadrom’.
THE LIQUIDATORS.

Just think of the stupidity of a de-

putation of temperance people inter-

viewing Lord Salisbury in regard to

duction of licenses, especially at a time
when the Premier had other more im-
portant matters of the Empire to lock
after. The Premier wisely let them
know {hat the question could not be
entertained this sessiom.

THE IMPERIAL PARIIAMENT.

The Queen’s speech is devoted mainly
to foreign and Imperial questions, and
no attention will be given to domestio
legislation this session. Salisbury meets
Parliament. without any forebodings of
trouble. He has at his back a strong
government' and following, a United
Empire, an army- of lions, and a’ volun-
teer force that surpasses in drijl, dis-
cipline and pluck, the regular army of
any other nation. He hag also a sur-
plus of £6,000,000 in the treasury, and
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