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UANADA'S MINOR CUSTOMERS AND THEIR
SALES TO CANADA.

Owing to so large a proportion of our foreign trade
bemng done with the Great Britain and  the  United
Sates, those countries almost monopolize the attention
of those who write or speak of the imports and ex
ports of Canada.  This practice not only causes a most
imperfect nnpression to prevadl generally in regard to
our foreign trade, but it has done much to confine the
etforts ..'x Canadians to extending their business in
those two markets instead of working with intelli

gence and enterprise to obtain a better foothold in

others where an enlarged business might be done
This restricted view of foregn markets is directly con
trary to the pohey of the manufacturers  and  mer
chants of the old country, who esteem no market too
small to bhe sedulounslv enltivated I'o show the ex
tent of bust ess done by Canada with other conntries
than Great Britm and the States, with its amount
last yvear snpared with ten vears ago, we have com
pled the foll ng comparative table showing the fig
ures of exports and umports i 188G, with the aggre
gates compared with the totals of the old lands and
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Fhe followimg shows the merease or decrease of our
tade with each country in 18, as compared with

18R, also the proportion of each country's imports

and exports to the total of Canada in 1899,
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It will be observed that, since 1889, out of the 15
countries to which Canada exports goods there wa.
an increase of exports in the case of 13 of them, 1y
minor class of customers having increased their pur
chases by $7.110.802, nearly 50 per cent.  In
same period Great Britain enlarged her Canadian in,
ports by 160 per cent,, and the United States by only
308 per cent. The imports’ returns show that, out of
the 15 countries we buy from, there were 11 which
sent us more goods in 180 than in 188, It is not
able that, in the case of the countries doing a compara
tively small amount of business with us, the increase
of their purchases from us exactly balanced the in
crease of our purchases from them, the increases b
ing respectively $7,119.802 and $7.105686.  The
crease of most significance occurs in the amount of
mmports from Great Britain, from which country wi
imported $42,317,38) worth of goods in 1880 and
only 837,000,123 in 18, Thus, although  British
goods had, for a length of time, the advantage of 4
preferential tariff in our markets, the imports from
Great Britain were, in 1899, $5,257,266 less than in
188, during which period the total imports  had
grown from $100,673.447 to $154.051,503, an increase
of $44.378.140 or over 4o per cent. How far this de
cline in British imports bears upon the preferential
taniff question our readers will be able to judge. In
the same period, the imports from the United States
were increased from $50,537,440 to $03.007,166, cqual
to 8y per cent. Thus, out of the gross increase in im
POrts an 18gn over 188, amounting to $44.378,146, no
less than 842,400,726 of those enlarged imports came
from the United States. The falling off in our trade
with the West Indies and South America calls for at-
tention; those markets are very large, and the food,
and some manufactured products of Canada, might he
scld therein far more extensively were more  enter
prise shown and better transportation arrangements
established. So far as the minor class of Canada’s
foreign customers are concerned, it is evident from
our business with them having increased in the last
decade from $24.380.255 10 $38.655833 that these
connections are worth cultivating, as the expansion in
the past, without any special effort having been made,
indicates that, were natural growth supplemented by
vigorous and skilliul and persistent trade hushandry,
by determined “pushing,” as we say, these smaller
branches would become laden with more fruit.
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COMPETITION STiRs A CORPORATION. — \ Jittle com-
petition, says the New York “Commercial Bulletin,”
has a remarkable effect upon the management of the
Flevated Railroad. Every time there has been a move
in the direction of underground rapid transit the Ele
vated has offered the public some new inducement to
patronize it.  Now that the underground road has
been begun the Elevated is seriously thinking of say
ing people the labor of climbing stairs by providing
mclined clevators.  1f the company had been a little
sooner in providing comforts for the public  there
might have heen no underground road at all.




