
FOR EWORD

A WORK such as this requires of a 1 Forewo~rd "little bv

way of explanation or introduction. Though flot, likeé

Cromxvell's WNarrant, wvritten "ini plain characters enough," yet

its contents carry their own explanation and justification.

The law is bujît upon preserved miemorials, and îvhile

portraits of those wvho are administering the lawv of the present,

and at the saine trne shaing the laxv of the future, may add

niothing to the structure itself, thev do add to the intcrest withi

xvhich that structure is to be seen and studied.

'l'le Reports record the xvork of our judges, of our

counsel, and to some extent of our solicitors, but those practicai

volumes afford no place for the portraits of their real authors.

That lack, the present v'olume to sorne extent, seeks to supplv.

Osgoode Hall contaîns splendid canvas bearing the

cotuntenances of the justices wvho have mnade the administration

of the law in the Province of Ontario famnous and respected, yet

such paintings are necessarilv limited in scopie and numiber.

Such a volume as this not o,-nly preserves the portraits of great

men who have passed axvav, but it gives opportunitv for the

reproduction of the features of aIl those ý;vho labor togethier in

the legal field. For wvho shahl say xvhichi is the greater-

where each works at the same tirne and tovards the sanie

end-though the opportunity of one be larger than the oppor-

tunity of another ?

The records of the Bench and Bar of Ontario are unsur-

passed. The profession has been croxvded îvith broad minds

and intelligent men since the AXct of 1794 authorized the

Governor to license advocates and attorneys in the newly-born

Province ; and since 1822 when the - Treasuirers and I3enches


