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But there is another and even more important end to be served. The possession
of records in duplýcate is a guaranteé, to a large extent,' of thoir preservation from
destruction by fire. Expérience, and net the least that of Canada, shows the risk
from this cause, by which documents have been lost that can never be replaced, and
it seems almost impossible to collect again even the printed records of the past hie-
tory of the Provinces which have thus been destroyed. By thoburningof the House
of Assenibly at Montreal, in 1849, the whole collection of printed and manuscript
records coritained in the library and departments in the building were Swept away.
It was only by the greatest exertions and by appeals to the liberality of those who

L ossessed, collections of the printed papers that single copies of many of them could
sècured for the Parliamentary 1ibraryý The destruction of thé publie buildings

at Fredericton, New Brunswick, of the Custom House and of the Court Ilonse ntQuebe(-,, are other instances of the danger te which attention is called. In respect toý
prinied documents thé loss is very' serious, but it need scarcely be pointed out that it
is much more so when original monuscripts are destroyed of which Do copy existe.
A case to which my attention has recently been called, in connecticn with the burn-
ing of the Custom House at Québec, will serve to show that safety is net always
Boeured even when there are duplicates.

On the 22nd of June last, Mr. J. W. Dunscomb, Collector of Customs at Québec,wrote me about certain papers, of which he thought it désirable that copies should be <
obtained. I take thé liberty of transcribing that portion of the correspondence
which refers te them, as it gives a history of the fate of the papers in question. Mr.
Dunscomb sa'ys:

"The statiatice of thé Trade of Canada, and the history of this Custom Ilouse-
from the Conquest in 1759 until 1191, when the Province of Québec was divided intoUpper and L6wer Canada, down to the passage of. the Union of Upper and Lower
Canada in 1841, cover a very -interesting opoch in the annals of the early trade ofthe cou,, ity; charge of this port in 185 1, and found the old books and papers in dis-
0îýer and confusion. The Custom House had been moved from one building to,another, and I found the building oceupied in 1851 over crowded, small and incon-
venýent, 60 that accumul.-ited papers could bardly be kept in order.

1 - £ ' c'The new Ouatoin Ilouse building was commenced. in 1856, and wu handed
over to me for occupation in 1860. Having planty of room with an admirablydesigned building, I took the old records in hand, and, with tbe assistance of intelli-

gent and zealons co-operators, 1 got a mass of MSS into some shape, the personnelOf the establishment, importe, exporte and shipping.
The old orders and letters of the Ilonourable Board of Cuatoms (B. 0.) werecurious, as showing the opinion entertained of the Colonial commercial worid in.those days, a fair rellection of thé estimation held b Spain at the present day of thesame cass. Tho personnel furnished representatives of decayed families from 'Eng-land, Ireland and Seotland, the army and navy, canvassers for Parliamentary

elections and men from thé race course.
. .. Il In Sei)tember, 1864, the building was burned and I lost many documents and-,

papers; an& the old records, with the work 1 had done on thew, were destroyed. . .

leu te jýow in those days it was the rule to send every document to the Board ofstoms in London, and I have no doubt they have been all carefully kept in theMuseum at thé Custom House, London. The change in both the volume and theMaple articles of the trade is foreshadowed by th -e extract which I transmit here--with, ipade from the books of 1191, found after the fixe.
Idiitd i s througb Mr. Kingston, an officer of the Publi,* ý e inquirie 0 Record ofnctbïhltilà it ible that the papers might be found there. Mr. Ring8tom, writinln6.on IL 1 ýn]Y,9infôrmed1 me that " The Trede Returns belonging to the BoMof'oùstonlà 75 not being deposited in thiîs offiée I oôinmunicated your letter toýth W iýf Il M Custon», asking him if he Co-41d gi've me any iùfor"tio'n On, thal,


