
^^

dfiiieHie Kundredth part of the taeoeM with whieh Ui^
important and mott neoesury exertions have already been
happily crowned. ,

.

Among the numerone eonnderations which clearly eliew the
impropriety, the absurdity, the criminality, and the danger of
drunkenness, there b not one of such rosgnitude and impor-
tance a« that u hich respects the 6nal destiny of oon6rmed and
finally impenitent drunkard^. What do the Scriptures of truth
^eclare respecting thfsirJBnal destiny? In different passages
tl^ey expresHly assure IIS that *< they shall not inherit thfs king-
doll of God."* Against the degrading and most lamentably
prevalent practice of drunkenness, this consideration alone
contains the force of tefi thousand arguments. Since we are
absolutely cerUin that there is a future state of existence which
shall endure for ever, and since we know assuredly that dur-
ing all tlH} ages of Uiat iuternynahle state, happiness shall be
exclusively ^njoyed by those who shall inherit the kingdom of
Godo^hat must be the eternal condition of those by wliom
thatiingdom shall not be inherited? Ah! my brethren, the
mi^ry of their conditiqn, through the ages of eternity, shall

so extreme, a|id so exquisitely dreadful, that it cannot be
fescribed in the language of mortals. The hinguage of the
uspired writers can enable us to form only a fuiut idea of
their inei^pressible misery. At the gnuit day of final retribu-
tion, Jesus Christ shall command them to depart from him,
as accursed, ii^to eyerlastiug fire, prepared for the devil and
his angels. Submission to this cooj^inand is obviously incom-
patible with the possession of happ|nest^_ This command they
shall all be perfectly unable to resist. As soi^n «s it shall be
pronounced by Christ, they shall all, withMUt exception, go
away into everlasting punishment. Their consciences, which
have often be<5n </ori»<i«/ while they indulged ip intemperance,
shall be eUirnidly: q^uHf^ieti uffii^^^ them. They shall upbraid
them with all their sin^ *nd especially ,>vith,their drunkenness,
which w emJayPltly .^J^ibttted toshut the gates of heaveg
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